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Poﬂutxon Sewage killing marine ufe .

'T‘hc way in which scve-al mm of
,the industrial chemicauls polychior-
insted biphcnvis, or PCBs are be-
“iap -dumped cach vear in coastal
‘waters round Britaia is outlined in

‘a report trom the Fresnwater
_Fisheries Laboratory, Pitlochry,
Scotland.

It provides the posait ¢ explana-
tion Of how this substan: ¢ has been
able to aoccumulate c¢fishore i

-sufficient quantities to h. rm marnne
tife.

! Anxicty about the sprcad of
:PCBs has grown over tte past two
"wears with the detection ol harm-
'ful levels in sca birds, scals and
iother marine life. Thes: chemicals
‘have been a contributory cause of
lhc death of large populations of
‘some wildlife specics.

s camed bv boat 10 the estuary
and dumgped in decp waler six

. miles south of Garroch Head, Isle

-of Bute.
W appears that it is in this pre.-
cess that quanuitics of biphcnvls ar -
being dispersed in the sca. Prelim-
inary. cstimates suggest that sboul
a ton of PCBs is being dumped in
the Clvde estuary this way.
Similar disposal operatrons {or
Manchester and London indicute
that similar quantitiecs are being

dumped in the northern Irish Sea
and the Thunes estuary.

Mr, Holden sugyests that somc
PCBs may be entcring the sca
directly 1n areas where. waste s
discharged of(shore without treat-
ment, ang the disposal of sludge on
land couid Icad o PCB reswducs
enlering the terrestyial  evosysiem
by transfor through food chains.
By PYearce Wright, Science Con'u-
pondent.

Nature, Vol 228, Dec, 19.

PCB, arc produced lor a wide "

variety of industrial procesecs. The
{maost Jikel cause of their spread
Iveemed to be the dischurge of face
tory offluent into rivers and thenwe
down to estuares. But it has been
'dificult to reconcile this scemingly
Istraightforward event with the find-
ung of biphcawi substances in cer-
itamn cascs of wildlifc death.

! The investization at Pitlochry
‘started from an anatvsis of marine
| fish and molluscs in Scottish watcers

|that showed the higiaest residucs .
iof PCBs o0 be in samples. taken

Ifrom the Firth of Clyde,

i Atcmpts were made 0 trace
| the source ‘of poliution by cxanr-
- ining the vanous waters divcharged
“inte the river st intervals alonug tne
Chdc to the contre of Gasgow,

No o detectable  anounts woe
found: nor were any appreviabio

Jencls chown in an examination of

the ctiluent from the trunk scwers

varrying the bulh of treated wasle §
discharged trom many hundreds of |

factonics,

In the roport Mr. A. V. Holden
describes now the investigaton then
turned 1o studying the sewago
uudm fmm teatmcm worln whion
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