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A c h a r t e r e d  p l a n e  w i t h  a i r  m o n i t o r i n g  e q u ip m e n t  f ro m  t h e  
K ru m m rich  .P l a n t  w as e n r o u t e  t o  C o lu m b ia , Mo. t o  h e l p  
a n a l y z e  t h e  a i r  a t  t h e  s i t e  o f  a  c h e m ic a l  d e r a i l m e n t  a t  
S t u r g e o n ,  Mo. J o e  W o l f s b e r g e r ,  an  i n d u s t r i a l  h y g i e n i s t ,  
a n d  F r a n k  Ba s i l s ,  an  " e n v i r o n m e n ta l  s p e c i a l i s t ,  w e re  on  t h e  
p l a n e .  T h e " te a m  w i l l  o f f e r  t o  t a k e  a i r  s a m p le s  a n d  t o  f l y  
t h e  s a m p le s  b a c k  t o  o u r  l a b o r a t o r y  a t  K rum m rich  f o r  a n a l y s i s .  
T hey  w i l l  j o i n  P h i l '  K ir k  a n d  J o e  S t a r z a k ,  a l s o  f ro m  th e  
K ru m m rich  P l a n t ,  a n d  Bob N e u n r e i t e r , M CI-PR , who a r r i v e d  
a t  t h e  s c e n e  e a r l i e r  t o d a y .
The r e p o r t  f ro m  t h e  s c e n e  i s  t h a t  t h e  t a n k c a r  w h ic h  i s  b e l i e v e d  
- to  b e  p r a c t i c a l l y  e m p ty , h a s  b e e n  m oved aw ay . The c h l o r o p h e n o l  
l e a k e d  o u t  o n  t h e  r o a d  b e d  o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d .  I t  i s  t h o u g h t  t h a t  
t h e  f r o z e n  g ro u n d  p r o b a b ly  w o u ld  i n h i b i t  t h e  l i q u i d  f ro m  s e e p i n g  
d e e p l y  i n t o  t h e  g r o u n d .  The N o r f o lk  a n d  W e s te rn  r a i l r o a d  h a s  
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  c o n s u l t a n t s  o n  t h e  s c e n e  t o  d i r e c t  t h e  c l e a n u p .
The M o n sa n to  p e o p l e  a r e  on  h a n d  t o  a c t  i n  an  a d v i s o r y  c a p a c i t y .
I t  i s  t h o u g h t  t h a t  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  i t  w o u ld  b e  b e s t  t o  n e u t r a l i z e  
t h e  c h e m ic a l  w i t h  c a u s t i c  a c i d ,  t o  e x c a v a t e  t h e  a f f e c t e d  a r e a ,  
t o  p u t  t h e  e a r t h  i n  d ru m s an d ' t h e n  t r a n s p o r t  t h e  drum m ed m a te ­
r i a l  t o  a n  a p p r o p r i a t e  d i s p o s a l  s i t e .
T he e v a c u a t i o n  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  to w n  o f  som e 800 p e o p l e  i s  s t i l l  
i n  e f f e c t .  T he  p e o p l e - a r e  b e i n g  d i r e c t e d  t o  c h u r c h e s ,  s c h o o l s ,  
a n d  o t h e r  p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s  a s  a p r e c a u t i o n a r y  m e a s u r e .

John- J .  S p a n o  —  MCI-PR
F . E . R e e s e C. P . F a r l e y
W. A . B la s e M. A. P i e r l e
E . N. B r a s f i e l d J . R. T h u r r o t t
M. D m y try sz y n  
R. W. F l i n t
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COMPANY (OpUnit or Corporate): MCI
SUBJECT: C h e m ic a l  c a r  d e r a i l m e n t  a t  S tu r g e o n ,  Mo.
REPORTER &. MEDIA: Ed S h a f e r ,  AP; D ave P u n t ,  KWIX; 
C u r t i s  P e c k ,  M ex ico  L e d g e r ;  H ow ard M i t c h e l l ,  KFRU, 
TIME & DATE: J a n u a r y  1 1 , 1979 e t  a l
QUESTION & RESPONSE:
The d e r a i l m e n t  o f  a  N o r f o lk  & W e s te rn  t r a i n  a t  
S tu r g e o n ,  M o ., c a u s e d  a  l e a k  i n  a  t a n k c a r  o f  
2 0 ,0 0 0  g a l l o n s  o f  a n  i n d u s t r i a l  c h e m ic a l  e n  r o u t e  
fro m  M o n s a n to 's  p l a n t  a t  S a u g e t ,  1 1 1 . ,  t o  T acom a, 
W ash. An e v a c u a t i o n  o f  r e s i d e n t s  w as o r d e r e d  t h i s  
m o rn in g  a s  a  p r e c a u t i o n a r y  m e a s u r e .  T he r a i l r o a d  
h a s  e x p e r t s  on  t h e  s c e n e  t o  d i r e c t  t h e  c l e a n u p .
A te a m  o f  s p e c i a l i s t s  f ro m  M o n sa n to  i s  o n  t h e  
s c e n e  t o  a d v i s e .

___  W. R. Mulhall
___  J. F. Hussey-Washington, D.C.
___  S. Pickard-Wnshington, D.C.
___  New York Public Relations
___  Brussels Public Relations
_X_ MAP PR 

MCI PR 
MIC PR 
MPR PR 
MTCPR 

JL _  INT’LPR
F. E- Reese 
E. N. Brasfield 
M. Dmytryszyn

The p r o d u c t  i s  d e s c r i b e d  a s  a n  i n t e r m e d i a t e  c h e m ic a l  u s e d  a s  a n  i n g r e d i e n t  
i n  wood p r e s e r v a t i v e s .  I t  i s  c a l l e d  c h l o r i n a t e d  c a r b o l i c  a c i d  ( o r t h o  
c h l o r o p h e n o l - c r u d e ) . I t  i s  a  n o n - e x p l o s i v e  c o r r o s i v e  l i q u i d  t h a t  c a n  
b u r n .  I t  i s  i r r i t a t i n g  t o  t h e  e y e s  an d  r e s p i r a t o r y  s y s te m ,  i s  t o x i c ,  
a n d  c a n  b u rn -  t h e  s k i n  o n  c o n t a c t .

coo62

SOURCE OF ANSWER H ow ard C u r t i s ,  C h a r l i e  F a r l e y ,  HANDLED BY: J o h n  J . S p an o
J o e  M e tc a l f
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The t a n k c a r  (GATX 12932) c o n t a i n e d  2 0 ,0 0 0  g a l l o n s  o f
c h l o r i n a t e d  c a r b o l i c  a c i d  ( c r u d e  o r t h o c h l o r o p h e n o l ) . T h is  p r o d u c t/, / i s  a  c h e m ic a l  i n t e r m e d i a t e  u s e d  t o  m ake wood p r e s e r v a t i v e s .

The N o r f o lk  & W e s te rn  R a i l r o a d  r e p o r t s  t h a t  t h e  a c c i d e n t
- /

o c c u r r e d  a t  1 1 :1 0  p .m , J a n .  1 0 . /  One C a r  i n  t h e  68 c a r l o a d  d e r a i l e d/ • -u p r i g h t  w i t h  th e  w h e e ls  o u t  fro m  u n d e r  t h e  c a r .  The d e r a i l m e n t
/o c c u r r e d  16 m i l e s  s o u th  o f  M d b e r ly ,  M o ., n e a r  S tu r g e o n ,  Mo. A l l

o f  th e  c h l o r i n a t e d  c a r b o l i c ^ a c i d  l e a k e d  o u t  e x c e p t  500 g a l l o n s
/

i n  t h e  h e e l  o f  t h e  c a r .  No i n j u r i e s  w e re  r e p o r t e d .  M in o r t r a c k/
dam age w as r e p o r t e d  b y  t h e  r a i l r o a d .  The' r a i l r o a d  c o n t a c t e d

/W e s te rn  E n v i r o n m e n ta l  S e r v i c e s  o f  S t .  L o u is  t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h e  
c l e a n u p .

C h l o r i n a t e d / c a r b o l i c  a c i d  i s . c l a s s i f i e d  a s  a  c o r r o s i v e
tl i q u i d  b y  t h e  D e p a r tm e n t o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  I t  i s  a l s o  r e g i s t e r e d  

a s  a  c l a s s  B p o i s o n .  The l a b e l  r e a d s  ( s e e  a t t a c h m e n t ) .
T h re e  M o n san to  p e r s o n n e l  a r e  on t h e  s c e n e  a t  S t u r g e o n ,

Mo. , t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h e  c le a n u p  e f f o r t .
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DATE

SUBJECT

Rï.rrorNCE

TO

- t-,,ONE> ___________  G lynn1 Y oung -  BIND
J u l y  1 9 , 1979 
STURGEON OCP SPILL

S u s a n  K e l ly

I  am a t t a c h i n g  a n u m ber o f  a r t i c l e s ,  c o p i e s  o f  p r e s s  q u e r i e s ,  
v a r i o u s  p o s i t i o n  s t a t e m e n t s  a n d  t h e  l i k e ,  a s  we d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  
m o rn in g . T h e re  i s  p r o b a b l y  m ore  i n f o r m a t i o n  h e r e  t h a n  y o u  c o u ld  
p o s s i b l y  u s e ,  b u t  b e t t e r  t o  e r r  on  t h e  s i d e  o f  t o o  m uch .
M o n s a n to 's  v i s i b i l i t y ]  a t  S t u r g e o n ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  p ro b le m  i t s e l f ,  
d e v e lo p e d  i n  a  s e r i e s  o f  s e v e r a l  s t a g e s :  (1) t h e  a c t u a l  d e r a i l ­
m en t on  J a n .  1 1 ; (2) t h e  c o n t r o v e r s y  o v e r  t h e  c l e a n u p  m e th o d s  
u s e d  by  W e s te rn  E n v i r o n m e n ta l  S e r v i c e s ;  (3) t h e  f i n d i n g  o f  d i o x i n  
i n  t h e  r e s e r v e  s a m p le s  o f  OCP i n  F e b r u a r y ;  (4) t h e  f i s h  a n d  f r o g  
k i l l  d u r in g  t h e  s p r i n g  th a w ; (5) a  c l e a n u p  w o r k e r  c o m p la in in g  o f  
h e a l t h  p r o b le m s ;  a n d  ,(6 ) t h e  c u r r e n t  r o u n d  o f  l a w s u i t s .  A r e l a t e d  
p ro b le m  w as t h e  OSHA ! i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  K rum m rich  p l a n t ,  w i t h  
t h e  f i n d i n g s  o f  d i o x i n  a ro u n d  t h e  OCP u n i t .  The p ro b le m  o f  d i o x i n  
i n  t h e  m a n u f a c tu r in g  p r o c e s s  h a s  b e e n  s o l v e d .i
The s u i t s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  f i l e d  h a v e  b e e n  a g a i n s t  N o r f o lk  a n d  
W e s te rn  R a i l r o a d ,  M o n sa n to , GATX, a n d  D r e s s e r  I n d u s t r i e s ,  a n d  t o  
d a t e  t o t a l  a lm o s t  $24;7M. The l e g a l  d e p a r tm e n t  w a n ts  no com m ent on  
t h e  l a w s u i t s  a t  a l l ,  b u t  we h a v e  g iv e n  i n f o r m a t i o n  on  t h o s e  i s s u e s  
n o t  d i r e c t l y  i n v o lv e d  w i t h  th e m .
The i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  y o 'u rs  t o  k e e p  o r  t o s s .

.i

G ly nn  Young
GY : sm t 
A t t .
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COMPANY (OpUnit cr Corporate): MIC
SUBJECT: STURGEON DERAILMENT
REPORTER & MEDIA: C h r i s  C onv/ay, C o lu m b ia  T r ib u n e
TIME & DATE: J u n e  2 8 , 1979 -  1 0 :3 0  a .m .
QUESTION & RESPONSE: * \

X J . R. F o e h r
X T. L . ' G o ssa g e
X E. L. H ead
X J . C. M c P h i l l i p sX J . S . M e tc a l f
X E . P a g e tX R. G. P i e r
X F. A. P ro v o r n v
X J . D. W ils o n
X News Bureau 

_  J.T . Nolan
____ J. E. McKee
____ D. R. Bishop
___  W. J. McCarville
.___ W. R. Mulhall
___  J. F. Hussey-Washington, D.C.
___  S. Pickard-Washington, D.C.
___  New York Public Relations
___i - Brussels Public Relations
___  MAP PR_2L MCI PR (J -  Spano)
_X_MÏCPR (R. Isham )
___ MPR PR
___ MTCPR
___  INT’L PR

Q. How lo n g  h a s  M o n san to  m a n u f a c tu r e d  OCP?
A. S in c e  t h e  1 9 3 0 s .
Q. W hat i s  OCP u s e d  f o r ?
A. P r i m a r i l y  a s  a c h e m ic a l  i n t e r m e d i a t e  i n  t h e  m a n u f a c tu r e  o f  wood 

t r e a t m e n t  c h e m ic a l s .
Q. I s  M o n sa n to  t h e  o n ly  m a n u f a c tu r e r  o f  OCP?
A. A num ber o f  c o m p a n ie s  m a n u f a c tu r e  v a r i o u s  c h l o r o p h e n o l s .  Two a r e  

Dow C h e m ic a l an d  R h o d ia .
Q. How much OCP do y ou  m a n u f a c tu r e  e a c h  y e a r ?
A .. F o r  c o m p e t i t i v e  r e a s o n s ,  M o n san to  d o e s  n o t  r e l e a s e  c a p a c i t y  

s t a t i s t i c s  f o r  any  o f  i t s  p r o d u c t s .
Q. W hat v/as t h e  d e s t i n a t i o n  o f  th e  OCP t h a t  d e r a i l e d  a t  S tu r g e o n .

Who w as i t  b e in g  s h ip p e d  to ?  I  h e a r d  i t  w as W a s h in g to n  S t a t e .
A. Y e s , i t  w as g o in g  t o  W a s h in g to n  S t a t e ,  b u t  i t  i s  M o n s a n to 's  p o l i c y  

n o t  t o  r e l e a s e  t h e  names' o f  an y  o f  i t s  c u s to m e r s  f o r  t h e  sam e 
r e a s o n s  c i t e d  a b o v e .

c o o 6 2 l
\
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MICCOMPANY (OpUnit or Corporate):
SUBJECT: STURGEON TANK CAR
REPORTER & MEDIA: ' M ike
TIME & DATE: (314) 

A p r i l  20
QUESTION & RESPONSE:

D e M o tt, 
8 82 -3 54

, 1979 -

C o lu m b ia , Mo. 
7
-  4 :0 0  p .m .

___  News Bureau
___  J. T. Nolan
___ J. E. McKee
___  D. R. Bishop
___  \V. J. McCarville
___  W. R. Mulhnll
_L_ J. F. Hussey-Washington, D.C.
___  S. I’ickardAVashington, D.C.
___  New York Public Relations
___ Brussels Public Relations
___  MAP PR
___  MCI PRX MIC PR (R. Ish am )
___  MPR PR
___  MTCPR
___  INT’LPR_X_- J S  ; M e tc a l f  

X C. B . S i g l e r  
X R. A. S t o h r  
X H. W. T ip p e e

Q. We’ ve  s e e n  th e  r e p o r t  b y  t h e  F e d e r a l  R a ilw a y  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  t h a t  
t h e  f a i l e d  c o u p l in g  m ech an ism  c a u s e d  t h e  d e r a i l m e n t  a t  S tu r g e o n .  
Was t h i s  c a r  e v e r  u s e d  b e f o r e ,  o r  w as a n y  o t h e r  c h e m ic a l  e v e r  
u s e d  i n  i t ?  How lo n g  h a d  M o n san to  h a d  t h e  c a r ?

A. The w as th e  f i r s t  t im e  t h e  c a r  h a d  e v e r  b e e n  u s e d ,  a n d  OCP w as
t h e  o n ly  p r o d u c t  e v e r  p l a c e d  i n  i t .  We h a d  r e c e i v e d  th e  c a r  f ro m  
t h e  m a n u f a c tu r e r  a t  t h e  v e r y  e n d  o f  D e ce m b er.

Q. Was t h i s  t h e  o n ly  c a r  y o u  r e c e i v e d  fro m  GATX a t  t h e  t im e ?
A. The c a r  w as o n e  o f  s e v e n  r e c e i v e d  a t  t h e  t i m e .  A f t e r  t h e  d e r a i l ­

m en t a t  S tu r g e o n ,  th e  o t h e r s  w ere  im m e d ia te ly  c h e c k e d  o u t  b v  t h e  
m a n u f a c t u r e r 's  e n g i n e e r s  a n d  no p ro b le m s  w e re  f o u n d .

Q. So t h i s  w as th e  o n ly  c a r  t h a t  h a d  a  d e f e c t i v e  c o u p l in g  m ec h a n ism ?
A. The c o u p l in g  m ec h a n ism s on th e  o t h e r s  c h e c k  o u t  f i n e .
Q. I t ’ s  a sham e t h a t  t h e  o n ly  c a r  w i th  a p ro b le m  h a d  t o  b e  t h e  o n e  

a t  S tu r g e o n .

C00627 ^
SOURCE OF ANSWER C . S i g l e r  HANDLED BY: G. Young

H . Tippee


