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By JACK SMYTH 
' Of Th« Bullotiu Staff 

A group ot Kensington tenants 
were warned last night that as 
many as 2,000 children living
old, dilapudated housing m 
Philadelphia may_.be suneting 
Irons lead poisoningj 

•Tlft~clty-(nilJ—reports m 
cases of lead poisoning In chit 
dren > year, hut Wobahly over 
1,000 children ha e it,’ Miss 
Verley Connolly t Id « persons 
et a meeting of East Front 
Street Tenants Ur on.

hflss Connolly Is a social work 
student attached > Community 
tceal Services.

‘Twenty-live pi rcent of tne 
children who pet It dle,‘J- she 
said. “About 12 p sreent become
mentally retarded and » per- 
cent have suffered organic brain
Udifia^w
Can’t Be Removed 

She added that the affliction w 
difficult to diagnose and its el*

fccti can’t be removed.
She seid it has been estimated 

that from five to ten P*r<:c"| 
of children In the one to »* age 
group have had poisoning. _ 

She explained that It 
from children chewing HakinB. 
peeling paint in homes huill 
prior to )M9.

l.eadp which was cnmmtwty 
used in paint prior Jn tha* tinj®- 
has since been eliminated lw, 
paint manufacturers. Miss Con-- 
nnlly said. >
Oly Evades FreWeka - 

City officials have not taken 
the responsibility of “finding nut 
how extensive the problem is in 
the city." she charged- 

Miss Connolly told her listen­
ers that It Is a problem Ihey all

b’Tbe so-cafied l ead Belt If 
Philadelphia—that Is the ares 
where the most old. nmdowr 
houses are—Is between Vcbigl 
and Washington avs., from rivet

lo river," she said.
When a case of poisoning is 

detected, tenants can have.’lhe 
idly inspect Ihe premises, and a 
Uw requires landlords to re. 
move the lead-bearing pqint. 
Miss Connolly uahl.
“Out nothing is being dune in 

n preventive way.” she added.
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