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M r, W illiam  B, G rantham  

E JE llsw orth

H azardous Substances A ct 

July 30, 1971

R eferring  to our d iscussion  of y este rd ay  re la tiv e  to the above ind ica tedA ct,
I want to confirm  the inform ation  that I have given you. and som e of the 
problem s involved.

The m a tte r  of a sb esto s in ta lc  is  not only involved in  this A ct but a lso  in  the 
P u re  Foods and D rugs A ct. We a re  rece iv in g  req u ests  fo r ce rtif ic a tio n  
tha t our ta lc  is not. hazardous but acco rd ing  to the Law ,as I have read  i t ,

.ta lc  is considered  hazardous if  the u s e r  w orks in a dusty  environm ent. We 
a re  now investigating  th is thing m o re  specifica lly .

I am  enclosing a few -"jpies of som e correspondence  that w ill give you som e­
thing to think about, as i t  hen wi.

Of g re a te s t im portance  is  the req u est fo r a " th resho ld  lim it va lue". The 
U .S . D epartm ent of Labor publishes a "M ate ria l Safety Data Sheet (a copy 
of which I am  enclosing). This w as sen t to us by our New O rleans agen ts, 
Mehaffey and D aigle, Inc. , a t the req u est of th e ir  cu sto m er S tandard  P a in t 
and V arnish  of New O rlean s, a long-tim e u s e r  of DESERTALC®. We had a 
s im ila r  req u est from  S in c la ir P ain ts  of Los A ngeles. A ccordingly , I asked 
Tom R em m ers to check with the A m erican  C onference of G overnm ental 
Industria l H ygem sts, which apparen tly  is  the lab o ra to ry  tie d  in  w ith the 
D epartm ent of L ab o r, The answ er tha t we rece iv ed  back fro m  them  is  quite 
d istu rb ing  as I think you w ill re a lis e  a f te r  you look through th is file .

In. the m ean tim e, we a re  having Dick L am ar m ake fu r th e r investigations . 
because he has som e questions tha t he w ants to put fo rw ard , I have a lso  sent 
another C ertifica te  fo r the C osm etic C orpora tion  of A m erica  to B ill F ischbach  
fa r  h is v e rd ic t as to the extent of our involvem ent, I h av en 't heard  fro m  him  
yet. F inally , in  today 's  m a il we rece iv ed  a com m unication from  Strauch  
C hem ical, d is tr ib u to rs  in Chicago, which tie s  in  with the inform ation  you. 
secu red  from  Johnson & Johnson.

I am  a lso  checking with the D epartm ent of L abor to get m ore  inform ation.
We w ill not sign any C ertifica tes  tha t would involve us in  the m a tte r  without 
your a; >-al o r sub jec t to B ill F isch b ach 's  approval if you want ua to send
it to h im ,

This is a v e ry  serious m a tte r  and I am  try ing  to build up a  file  on it. In the 
m ean tim e, I have asked  everybody in the office h e re  to re fe r  a ll requests  for 
inform ation  to m e so that we can be con sis ten t in the answ ers we give our 
tra d e . I su spect we w ill be getting m any m ore  inqu iries  and I w ill keep you 
inform ed, When i t  seem s ap p ro p ria te  to d iscu ss  th is m a tte r  in p e rso n , I 
think we should a rran g e  to have E a r l, Torn, and Dick L am ar included in  a
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