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This is a letter from Cummings to Lanza about the reluctance of
th@ipic?er Company to publish Cummings and gardner’s research on
gilicosis.

“Obviously the situation which confronts the Asscciation in
Picher is a real one and I can appreciate their reluctance to
have any such data placed in the hands of unscrupulous lawyers o
others who might use the information against the minirng
conpanies."

“You understand, of course, that we did not appreciate when
we entered upon this investigation the fact that it must be
approved by the industry as well as by the Metropolitan Life
Insurance Company and the U.S. Bureau of Mines, We weare
altogether satisfied with the necessity of complying with both
your wishes and Dr. Sayers’ suggestions, but had we krnown that it
must also be approved by the Association itself, I am quite
confident that the work would never have been undertaken."

'
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Ranawac Lake. NY.

Janusry 24, 1933

e Anthony J. lanss

Metropolitan Life Insurdnce Co.
New York City

Deay Tony:

1 wm ynslosing & gopy of a loutter vwhich I huve pee
celved this woruing from Harbaugh relazive to the publlicution

of the paper which I recently submitted to you for oeriticiss.

Oyviocasly the situation which sonfronts the Associ-
stion im Plaher i a real one and I ewn apprecviate their reow
lustanoe to have wxy swh dats placed in the tunds of uye

serapalous lawyers or others who might usse the inforemtion
ageinst the mins sompunies.

Phere i3, howver, another saspeat to the sivuntion
witiol iy eqully 4irftoult. I have astuslly spuat nsarly two
of tias and seversl thousands of dollars in aee tdug
data whieh has gone into theae pupers. The rirst paper,
wilteh i3 the wme r sangideration, reslly cunstitutes the
introduotion to the seriss and withoat thizx evidense the followw
papers are more orF less velueless. In other words, the
foilowing pupers demund statistiocal proof of the cooditions

brought fordh in the study snd withoat this stutistiocal peost
1ittle o no velue cun be attriduted to tham.

PRODUCED S/CIMIMS

ha
Ioéopaud pablishing these pepers in the Americun
Review of Tuberculoeis, which s you Xnow hus ¢ amall sipe
oulation and woald not reach the hsnds of sny except thoss ine
tarested in the wore or less technioal sapests of this disiese.
Horeover, 1t will require st lesst & year before the [wper cun
be placed in prist and with the elapse of mash more time the
study will lose oomusiderable wvalus.

Prankly, ! belisve that your cwn publisations und

those of Suyers and Seriwether dinslose exnotly the ssme jenditions
a4 I have pointed out im my peper. The wethod of wnalyeis warisy
in saell Insturwe, but e fasts are almest idomitenl. ¥o earmyl
oly bugs feel somw ressutsent ever this work, o ewd PoaRGH.
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Ho secrecy had been msintslned in imthering the 4data wnd svery.
one soncernsd hays kown of the work in progress. If we “ed eme
templeted *his smotion we could have literally saved curswivss
yoers of time and thousunds of dollars in axpenditure. V%e feel
thut to Mave sllowed ® work to be completed and then to have
rofused 1ts final pubWoeation hasg bDeen most unfalr wnd sxewhal
digsriminsting.

I am therefore appesling to you for your sdvice in this
sigustion. I have offered to incorporats in the ;ajer every
poesible exteauating oircumstznce with regerd to the distrist
itsell and I Mave pointed cut that the basio facts in 1930 do not
diPfur mxtorially from those previously published. Does 1t not
soem Talr that this series De allowed to be published in the
dawyricen Review of Tubersulosis?

You underetand, of ocoarse, that we did not sppreciate
viwn we entered upon this investigation the faot that it mrust be
#pprroved by the industry 28 well as by the UHetropolitan il
Ingureanse Company and the U. 3. Buresu of MNines. We wers altow-
gother satisfied with the necessity of somplying with voth your
wishes und Dr. Sayersisuggestions, but had we mown that {¢ must
wleo be approved by the sssocolation ftaself, I wm quite confident
that the wark would never have bBesn undertaken.

A a matter of fact I did not appreciate this restristicy
whyn L wes in Chiocage since It wus not until my return that Dr,
Sayers inforwed me of thils necsssury approval., I therelore sube
nitted purt of this svidence in Chiocago and it is Veing {ncore

ted Lin the report of that sonference. I shall write taduy

an attespt to delete this informtion from the record, bud I
sappose that 1t ia slreedy too late and that Ishall riad wysels
investigat sillcosis in the rock plles in the Pederal
Peniteatury Atlsnta within the course of the next few zonthy,
Sugh a study wanld probably be interesting dbut I e sfpreid =y
funily wuld oblest o my undertaking 1t st the present time.

With wy very best regurds, I l.l:;,P

R ODUC -
Yours truly, S/C/f/f/Mg




