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77 LEAD INDUSTRIES ASSOCIATION

AR0 LEOMNOTON AVENUE
NEW YORK 17, 0 Y.

Xly 1, 1956
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To the Members of the Lead Industries Assoclations
Taste pnd Fallaciep of Plunbisg
864 Tt vo Do About They

The interest shown in the address of Ur, Rutherford T, Johnetons on
SFects ard Fellacies of Flunbise sad "hist to Do About The® at the erxmal
of our Associstion in St. louis has been reflected in subsequent requests for a
Jubstantial number of coples, Ir, Jolnstone's long experisnce as an industrial
Bedizel consultant, wiik his irtismate kowwiedge of this perticular subject,
rendared his remarks of saterisl mportance to our sesbers, and they have s0=
cordlngly been rejroduced Lin printed form and are distributed with this dulletin,
Additionsl coples are svailable on request,

4 oopy of the report of the undersigned st the anmal meeting 1s slso
enclosed,

D S Verco il

Manfred Bowditeh
Dlreclor of Heslth and Safety




FACTS AND FALLACIES OF PLUMBISM
AND WHATY TO DO ASOUT THIM

LIA10938"
h_w,._%w S

This paper wes presecied at O Annud
Nowting of the Lead Indwatries Assactesion,
0. Lowia, Mo, Aprl 34, 1958,

The outhor, Rutborford T. Johadons,
M.D. of Les Angrise, 44 ¢ conmdtant o
Ocoupational Medictng end Industriad Hy-
glone. He ls also consuliant to the California
Staty ladustrial Hypwens Departoset ond
Climical Professor of Meodictns o the Und-
sevvity of Celifcrnia ot Los Angeles.

Dr. Johastons i Asmociate Liter of o~
dustrial Modicine end Surgory ond sorees in
the some capactty for the Calijornia Med-
ol Jowrnal Hu publications incheds’ the
theoe followcing books: Oorupeionsl Meds-
cing, 1941; adustriel Toesicelogy (with
Alice Hemiion), 1944, Occupotionsl Mad-
ictng ond Industriel Mygions, 1947,
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REPORT OF HYALTR AND SAYEIY DIVISEONS
@ Manfred Bowtitch, Director

! Rather than risk boring you with detailed statistics of sctivities, I will
; say only thst the heslth and safety work contirmss to show & bealthy growth ztbcn
kas been an incresso of at leest SO par cent since {14 inception) snd will give &
fow exaxples illuwtrating its oore isportant phases,

CRIIDHO0D 124D FOISCE DI

Becsase of the difficulty of {ts solution and the grest ssount of sdverse
pablicity which it engeaders, childhood lesd poisoning has contimied to be & major -
time~consuming hesdache, A recent news itex in the New York Daily Newa with the head
line *lead Folsoaing Killed 10 Kids in Brooklyn in 155, Highest Toll in the City,®
i3 & typical exanple of the latter, Through our responses to the inquiries of phype
siclans, hospitals md clinice, the sponsorship of research, snd coopsration with
sxch organisations as the Aterican Assdemy of Pedletrics and American Madicad
Avsociation, I belleve that we are securing a better understanding of this problea
and more reasonable attitudes towxrds it, .

DITOSTRIAL 1L2AD FOISON DO

Although the recognition of lead polsoning s s éisease dales dack to
antiquity, eand despite the fact that its causes and control sre wll understood, yet,
88 Ur, Kshoe hae told us, there has been a dinimtion in the severity of industrial
cases, rethar than in their total mesher, This L3 12iustrated by the fact that ine ) ‘
Quiries snd case reports contirue with 1{ttls change in the anmal total, A prissry i
nesd hare, a2 Dr, Johnstone sald yesterday, 1a better fnstruction of our physicimne,

DFIOSTRIAL ACDICAL AND HTALTE SERVICES

' There 1s gratifying svidonce of s grester recognition of the isportence of
sdequate Bcdical and health services on the part of the larger companies, Two
exazples of this have been sn inquiry fros a non-wember company 88 to 8 physiclen
i suitable for appointaent as over-all medical director, and & recent request from s
3 Tepresentative of one of our mecbers for sdvice in setting up 8 compay~wide heslth
progrem,

s i e

TREATVENT OF LYAD FOISOR DO

The so~called EDTA therspy for plumbism, brought forwsrd five yesrs ago,
18 by far the grestest advance in this £141d in recent times, It contimues to be &
subject of intensive study, and a report of recent findings will shortly be malled
to all of cur members,

oPresented at the 28th Annual Mesting,
lesd Industrise Association,
ApTid 210-6, 19()6. 8, Mh‘ Moo

N 350.02
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Coeee wde © Report of ¥anfred Bowditeh

Emw'mu ’
We continue to watch legislation adverse to the interests of our ecders,.
Three bills this year, two in New York and one in New Jersey, to do with 1lsad

paints, were killed in cormittee, Two New York bllls on elr pollut have beon roe
cco=itted for study and tojins of 8 substitute draft t111 prepared by the Associsted
Irndsetrios of New York Stste have been malled to cur periers in that state, Lecause
of the ir;~ssbLi1ity of kee;ing a close watch on L8 state leglzlatures, 1t would be
Bort halpful Af our oerbers baving {nstallations in other states would notify us of
séverse lezislation coming to atteation,

CEIrORY L7LIG

The trend towards more and more precsutionary labeling requlations contimue
Our effort hers has beed malnly to secure ressonable and uniform lsbeling requirements
for lsad compounds in all federal and state Surledictions, 7This has bdeen Guits suoe
cereful to date, with the alimination of objectionsdle wording from a labeling row
Quirement of the U, 8, General Services Adninistration the most recent episods, ¥odl-
fication of the New York City lesd paimt ladeling regulation wes secured by means of
American Stendard 256.1, prepared by a camitteo of the Azerican Standards Assoctlatior
sponsored by the Lead Industriss Associstion, The futility of the labeling
bas been Drought to the sttention of bealth officials in other large munic tiee
snd appears to have causted them to reconsider any such planse

UNIVERSITY OF NMICEIGAN PLASTIC PIPE REPORY

Oetting wind of & forthooming report on the suitsbility of plastic pipe
for potadle water supplies in preperation st the University of ¥ichigm, we ssTanged
to see the galley proof of the report and, through contacts with smeabers of the ade
vissry cxx=ittes ou the report, were avle to secure eliminstion of & mumber of state~
senty adverse to the use of lead stebilizers, Coples of the report, axpected thils
week, will be malled to those of our mesbers known to be interested and will de
svalladble to ary others on request,

ALLZOATIONS AS TO SOURCES OF LEAD FOISON DO

Experience has convinced us that no theory as to the csusation of lesd
polsoning 1s too crazy to be brought forward, Ko Batter how absurd such a theory
say be, 1t can find 1ts way into print, and from then on 1s almost certain to be ree
garded as gospel, Dr, Johnstone has menticned saversl of these wild motions, In
conclusion let me smphasize one of these and cite threo sdditional snd very recent
onest

A group 1n Los Angeles hed put forward the claim that lead
from the exhausts of motor vehicles constituted a mensce to the
publio healths They were very wocal and went g0 for ss to hold
sigsable nass meetings, We have socured figures on the lsad found
by official sgenciss in the strect air of New York, Chicage, Los
Angeles, Detroit, Cincinnatl and other major oitiss, have found
that none of these concentrstions remotely spprosch a hasardous
lovel, and have brought this fact to the sttuntion of punicipad
health suthorities and others, wharoby it 1s believed that this
ghost has been lald, '

A lotter from & Washington phyeician, received in Uarch,
stated that ®ingestion of newspapar has beon the basis of lead
poisoning in three of our more recent cescs,® His reference vas
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to plusbism in emall children, In Teply, we pointed cut that
R 3 there 15 no lead in newyprint, mdnomint«bo {nk wtth which
R AR e Rowspapers are printed, Our request that he explaly the ecurce
R ’ of the lead in these caser brought no rosponse,

| It would be of eome interest, 1f 1t wore o, to know thet

1 ; the eatinrg ¢r drinking of load paints has becone & favored zeans
3 of committing sulcide, &3ch we woxild have to concluds to be the

¥ _ case frem & tebulstion recoived from the Aeerican Fublic Health

: Aseocintion, srowing aleven cases of attemptod suiside, one of

, them swcessfil, during 1955, by means of ingesting lesd painte,

Here wo have & respected and izportant national organisstion, pabe

lisher of the izericsn Journal of Pudblis Healthy putting forth a

Sconingly utterly absurd {tes of vital statisticey, ™hen wo Quose

ticned this, the reply wae that ®it night be s clerical error,?

It quite obvicusly was,

Porhape the crasiest of all was a latter fIom a physician in
Aladaza, reporting in dotail on the case of & housowife thought to
be suffering from lesad poisoning, sllaging a urinary lead value
acee ten tines that found in sovers industrial cascs, and suggesting
that the pationt's hadit of biting off silk thresd, while sewing
might be the cause, Becsuse of the association of this physician
with an organisation overseen by ons of our industrial medi-
cal friends (and one blessod with a sanse of huvor), these theoriss
were brought to the latterfs attontion and elicited the understanding :
and smising reply from which, in cloaing, X will quote, with minor .
chamgoss

Sinant the case of Mry, I concarning whom the words
flead polsoning! have sppesrod,

e are suggesting to Doctor Doe that the Bealth
Departaent be requosted to make an investigstion to dee
tarmine if possible mhothor Mrs, X has bem w.;:::{‘
lead from sources in the vicindty of her hooe,
this prove to be the case, perhape it can be stopped
with these soquelses

s) Mrs. I would feol bettery

b) The hospitals would be rolieved of dosons
of sduissions in sddition to the dosens she
hae had)

©) Our organisstion would be relisved of the
nocosaity of continuing to pay hospitsl and
phyeictians! chargos through eneuing yearsj

d) The olintclans, the Public Health mthorities,
our organisation and the load Indstrice
dassoclation wuld all emarge triuaphant fop
having had a part, and Mre, wo hope, along
with sll the othere will ha 1ive forever
after,®




