0606509

March 7, 1940.

Mr. C. X. Chase, Jecretary-Manager
Washington State Apple Commission
Wenatcnzse, Washington.

Dear Major Chase: r

This morning I spent neerly two hours with Dr. Kehoce. .
He gave me a cony of & paper scon to be published which AS
summarires ni« latast work bearing on the lead tolerance
question, and I am inclosing it.

He stated as a generalization that on the basis of results
to dete, he has no answsrs capable of prectical agplication
to the immediate problem. DPr. Kchos would be extremely
dubious zs to the advisability of a furlher raicing of the
lead tolersnce &t least until there is conclusive evidence
&s to the npature of lead peisoning itsell. The material
incloced cutlines a study aow in progress in waich he
estublishes that the body sets up an equilibrium between
intske and output of lead when larger cuantities of lead
are ingested over a pericd of time.

The issue 18, deces lead poiscuing result frowm

1. Such sn efuilibrium adjustesd to such a high level
of leed t,uu the tlood strcam itsell becomes toxic,
or, 2. An overtbrow of this c¢nuilibrium when the intake
of lead excesds a cernain eritical amount.

In other words, it is not kpmown what takes place when lead
poicsoning occursi there isg no explensticn yst as to the
physiolcgiec mechanisme involved. Dr. Xenhos placed great
importance on this question.

He pointecd out his view is n606ub&111y somewhat different
from that of the Publlic Health Service; what it must do is
to try to adapt itself to the urgency of on inmediate
situation, while the purely scientific goint of view taken
by him must depend on complete factual evidence covering
every point involved in the matter. Ue made the statement,
"No person knows, and no combination of persons know, what
the tolerance should be on the basis of fact."

I hope this conveys the gist of what he ssid without doing

-4oo much violence to its saccureacy.

S@néerely yours,



