
import of * Trip to Italy la Coaaectioa with Keomt l&f ffeulties  
Aasoclated with the Introduction amt Ose of Tetr&aethy llaad

by 3äobil Gil, Italiana.

Saving had the way cleared for » hasty departure, thr ough  

the effort« of executives of htfcyl Corporation Coset ^^acy renewal of  

passport, ete> and &i  Socony« l̂ ohllo Cosapuny Coir transportation), esy  

flight deported £r<m Idlewild on aaturouy evening and arrive® in &«se ut  

about 12.30 a.a. on Sunday, April 3« Ï was net at the airport by  

•>r. a. B.  Cippolina, gteaagwr, Technical Service» ecitartnent  of Stoini  

Oil, Italiana s.p.a., ar* G. Fruôente, of the sane co pony,  an<s one of  

.’.up.  Cippolirot*» assistant», à  pres® photographer was also on hand, «to,  

sosewftat to ey concern as to what ho Might do and say a bout the»«, too«  

nu’-seroue photographs of i» nod two photograph® of t he ¿roup, à» it  

happened, the only ene of these photographs which app eared in the press,  

a« lar a» I «now, m m in the £n$ >1«* newspaper, Sully American, on Tu®©da y 

;»pril 11, accospaniod toy an iaocuou« announcoueni of t?y arrival in Bums 

on Sunday«

After taking «• to »y hot®!, th® rxcelsior, the group,

Joined later toy 3r. E. 3. Killingsworth of Mobil, Cwto ha d Just arrive®  

in feaso) and or. £. .‘«onao, an Sets» physician fr o® Genoa, returned to  

stect m  at S;0. o*cloc«. Ww dined together, had m¡&m preliminary  

dlscansion of a prograa af procedure, and agreed to s ect nest day at  

the office of .'«¡»toil.

On Monday, Ajari! 10, in the course of a series of talks w ith  

various persons, including finally, Mr. Cippolina, r,ar.  sotllin&sworth,  

an astute ¿cntienso» in charge of public relation® fo r tosso (whoso nais« I  

never learned), and tor, /¿onto.,  it was agreed that no publicity of any
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k ind would be authorise«!* at that tisne by the ell companies, concerning  

my visit end its purposes, or on any other aspect of t he matter, and that  

no further attempt would be made to reply to any of t he articles that had  

appeared in the daily press.

An effort would be Made to reach the Minister of Healt h in  

the Italian Government, his technical advisor Dr*  Cassurossa, and also  

Dr.PietroDidonna of the Ministry of Lulx»r<wlth who m, in prior years, l  

had had an exchange of correspondence on the control of the health hazards  

associated with the manufacture and blending of tetr aethyllead), to  

acquaint these gentlemen with my availability, should  they so desire to  

talk to me or to learn fro® me the facts with respec t to the medical  

investigations made in the United States in connect ion with the use and  

distribution of tetramethyllead.

In duo course, this plan of action led to my meeting  with  

Hr. Bldonna in his office on Tuesday giorniag, April 11, accompanied by  

Sr. Aonzo, for an interview, which turned out to be f airly lengthy and  

entirely felicitous. We spoke of the problems assoc iated with the  

manufacture of TML, its blending with gasoline, and the potential  

occupational hazard of refinery personnel, garage me chanics and filling  

static») attendants (and of others) who would handle  gasoline containing  

tetramethyllcad. I provided him with a copy of the rep ort of the initial  

investigation in San Francisco, and with a copy of th e '‘Interim Eeport"  

of the investigation new nearly completed.

Dr. Bldonna was especially concerned about the manufa cturing  

hazards, since the responsibilities of his office r elate mainly to the  

conditions Which affect factory workmen. He anticipa tes that tetraethyllead  

will be manufactured in Italy, and he wished to know  what special hygienic  

problems might arise. And well he might bo concerned, considering the
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difficulties experienced by the manufacturers of tetr aethyllead  

in Italy. X gave him all the information X could, an d acquainted him  

with the nature and the scope of the investigations w hich are being  

made in The Kettering Laboratory concerning the tox icology, the node  

of action, and the metabolic aspects of the behavio r of tetrAmofchyllead.

I also promised to give hia such further informatio n as we eight obtain  

and to be responsive, so far as might be possible, to his further  

communications and inquiries.

It appeared that the Minister of Health, and his pri ncipal  

rredical advisor, Professor Camarossa, were relucta nt to see me at that  

somewhat stressful time (for them). This was entire ly understandable,  

since they might well be subjected to even more inte nse criticism than  

that previously levelled at them, if it could be cl aimed that they had  

been influenced or guided in any manner at this time  by an /userlean  

physician (obviously one working hand and glove with American oil  

companies). On the other hand, the Deputy to the Mi nister of Health,  

who, as he indicated later, was .to prepare the Min ister’s reply to the  

Parliament, expressed himself as wishing to see me, and as desiring such  

further information as X might be able to supply. An  appointment was  

arranged for Wednesday morning, April 12th, when, in  the company of  

Mr. Cippolina and Dr. Aonzo, I met with the Deputy and his  secretary.

After a general discussion, and my presentation of a copy, as well as a  

verbal resume of each of the Reports of the investig ations which had  

been made in California (including the one now under  way, of which,  

through fortunate circumstances, an "interim Report " had been prepared),  

the Deputy asked a series of questions to which X re plied, the questions  

and answers (through the competent service of Dr. Aonz P as an interpreter)
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being recorded stenographically by the Deputy's secret ary.

It had been agreed that no effort should be made to  bring  

me into any contact with the press. I would have av oided such contact  

on my own Judgment, but, fortunately, it was not nece ssary for me to  

express my disapproval of the original idea of some  of the Mobil group  

that a news conference might be desirable. This ide a was snuffed out  

by the combined Judgment of Mr. Killingsworth of Mob il and the public  

relations representative of Esso.

Accordingly, at the conclusion of my interview with  the  

Deputy Minister of Health, there appeared to be no further purpose in  

my remaining in Home. Meanwhile, Mr. Bevan of London  and Dr. Enrico  

Vigliani of Milan, (The Italian medical consultant of the British  

company, when it was Ethyl Export Corporation, a sub sidiary of Ethyl  

Corporation, and since the organization of The Assoc iated Ethyl Company  

Limited, as a separate and competitive industrial o rganization. Br.  

Vigliani is an outstanding authority in the field of industrial  

(occupational) medicine in Italy, a respected and frie ndly colleague,

and one who would be consulted by Italian companies  (montecatini, S.L.O.I.

Agyp)
and by governmental authorities) had been communica ted with, and  

arrangements had been made to visit Dr. Vigliani (who  was at Sestriere,  

a ski club resort near Turin), on Thursday, and Mr. B evan and his group at  

20, Berkeley Square in London, on Friday.

It is believed that the situation in Rome was dealt w ith as  

quietly and as satisfactorily as circumstances requ ired, that appropriate  

information was put in the right hand's, that the M inister of Health in  

the Italian Government can answer effectively (in t he technical sense)  

any questions raised in the Italian Parliament, and  that the foundation  

has been laid for any further communications that m ay be desired by
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the Ital ian Government.

The situation In Italy, from the strictly hygienic v iewpoint,  

is not good, in relation to tetraethyllead and tetr amethyllead. Political  

and commercial, as well as nationalistic,factors wi ll make it difficult  

to cultivate and maintain proper attitudes toward bo th the actual and  

the hypothetical hazards. Italian manufacturers of tetraethyllead will,  

almost certainly, manufacture tetramethyllead event ually. They will have  

trouble, probably very serious trouble. This will no t benefit this  

industry, generally, but in Italy, where industrial hy giene is very  

sketchy, this will disturb neither industry nor the go vernment, greatly.

There may well be further serious difficulties, howe ver, with  

the press and in public opinion, over the fictitiou s hazards of the  

distribution and use of gasoline containing tetrame thyllead. This  

likelihood has been augmented by the unwise and pro vocative sales  

promotional campaign of Mobil, in the course of whi ch, tetramethyllead  

(which is not available to the government-owned com pany) was identified  

as the new agent which made it possible for Mobil to  market a highly  

superior quality of gasoline. To the extent that su ch a campaign has been  

and continues to be successful, it has invited and will continue to  

invite any type of attack from a government-owned co mpetitor, that offers  

hope of success. Thus, it can confidently be expect ed that in Italy  

the real dangers of this enterprise will be disrega rded or taken lightly,  

while the hypothetical ones will be enormously overe mphasized.

I do not presume to capitalize on the lesson that is  to be  

learned from this experience and these facts. I ten d to believe that  

the exploitation of tetramethyllead should be advance d without fanfare,
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on the bas is, so far as possible, of its technical merits .

(in areas where benefit can be discerned}, rather t han through  

somewhat extravagent claims. This, I dare say, is too m uch (or is it  

too little?) to hope for in the present world.

Robert A. Kehoe, M J D.
Director, The Kettering Laboratory

DATE: May 8, 1961
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