Report of a Trip ta Jtaly in Connection with Hscent IMfficulti¢a
&sgociated with the Intiovduction and Uze of Tetrasscthyllead
Ly Mobal i}, ftalluna.
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Baving had the may cleared for & hasty departuve, through

the ciforts of uxecutives of Xthyl Corporaticn {ewergency rencwal of
pagaport, ote) and of Socony- Foblle Compuny {(air transportatiun), oy
ilgght departed from Idlewild on Saturday oveniag ane wrrived in Bowe at
about 11,30 a.a. OB Bunday, april 39, I was not at the aiyport by
dr. G. B. Cippolina, HSanuger, Toevhnical Services pupartnwnt of obtld
i1, Italtans o,.p.0., &, G, Prudente, of the gase Qo paby, anu obe of
sr. Cippolina’s usaistants. A presg photograpser was wlgo on hand, who,
somewit o my contern ag to vhat he wizht do and say «hout thom, took
muemepoas photographe of oo und WO ;mmméém of the gvoup. &5 it
nappened, the caly one of these pﬁmtcgﬁaﬁh& which appeayed Iin the ;.wezi:a,“
8o fer as I snow, woa 3n the ing dsh nowspapor, Uaily scoricen, on Tucsuay,
Aprdl 1, acouspanied LY Gb LDOCuOUs aERosUBCoRent OF oy APTIved LD e
B SuRady o

After talidng we to ny hotel, tm imeelsior, the group,
Jotned laver Ly Hr. R. B. Hillingsworth of Hobdl, {(»hs had just sreived
in Roemec) ang Dr, E. Jongo, un Eam phystelan {from Genoa, returncd to
et oe at 5§10, o'clock, ¥e dined together, sad gome prelisinary
itscaszston of & progras of procedurs, and azredd to meet auxt day a§
the officy of Mobil.

G Bonddry, il 10, in the course of o serics of talkys with
various psrsons, inclwding fisally, v, Cippolina, ir. Killingsworth,
an astute gentloson in charge of puablic relutiong for Zaso (whoso name I

wever loarawmi), and Ir, jon%0, it was wgreed that no publicity <of any

ety ™ ~ o~ . o a4
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kind would dbe authorived at that time by the oil companies, concerning
my visit and fta purpuses,; or on dny othor aspect of the matter, und that
noe further attempt would be made to reply to any of the artzc;és thut had
appeared in the daily press, |

| sn oifort would be made to reach the Mnister of Health in
_the Italian Government, his technical adviser Dr. Camarossa, and alsc
Dr.Pietroiconna of the Ministry of Labor{with whom, in prior years, f
hag had an exchange of cogrreapondence on the control of the health hezards
aggociated with the manufacture and blending of tetracthyllead), to
acquaint these gentlemen with sy availability, should they so desire to
tallk to me orF to learn Srowm me the factas with respect to the medical
investigations made in the United States in connection with the use and
adistribution of tetramethyllaad,

In duo cvurse, this pian of wetion lcd to my seeting with
oy, Didonna in his office on Tuesday morning, April 11, accompanied by
£r, Avnzo, for an interview, vhich turned out to b& fairly lengthy snd
entirely felicitous, We spoke of the problums asseciated with the
ranufacture of THL, its blending with gusoline, and the potential
ceceupational hazurd of refinery personnel, garage mochanics and filling
stution attendants (and of athars) vho would handle gasoline containing
tetramothylicad. I provided him with & copy of the report of the inftial
investigation in San Francisco, and with o copy of the “Xntafim Report”
of the investigation now nearly comupleted,

Dr, Didonna was eégpeclally concerned sbout the manufacturiag
hazards, since the rezponsibliities of bis office relate malnly to the
conditions waich zaffect factory worknen, Bo anticipates that tetramethyllead
will be manufactured in Italy, aud he wished to know what special hygienic

problens mipht artge. .\ind well he might be concerned, considering the
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difrficulties exiperienced by the manufacturers of tetraethyllead

in Italy. I gave hin ax; the inforaation I gould, and acquaipted him
with the nature and the scope of the investigations which are being
made in The Hettoring luaboratory concerning the toxicology, the mode

of action, and the metabolic aspects of the balhavior of tetramethyllead,
I zlso promisgd to give him such further informstion as we might obtain
aad to be responsive, 20 far as might be possible, to his further
compunications and inquiries,

It appeared that the Ministey of Health and his principail
medical advisor, Professor Camzyossa, were reluctant to see me at that
somewhat stresgsful time (for them), This was entirely understandable,
since they might well be subjected to even mwore intense ¢riticism than
that proviously levelled at them, if it could be claimed that they had
been influenced or guided in any menner at this time by an .Aimerican
physician (obviéusly one working hand and glove with American oil
companies)., On the other hand, the Deputy to the Minister of Health,
who, as he indicated later, was .to prepare the Minister's reply to. the
Parliament, expressed himself ag wishing to see me, and as desiring such
further information as I might be able to supply. An appointment was
arranged for Wednesday morning, April 12th, when, in the company of
My, Cippolina and Dr. Aongo, I met with the Deputy and hig secretary.
After a goeneral discussion, and my presentation of a copy, as well as ;
verbal resume of each of the Reports of the investigations which had
been made in California (including the one now under way, of whicﬁ;“
through fortunate circumstances, anﬁ";nterim Report” had been prepared);
the Deputy asked a series of questions to which I replied, the questions

and answers (through the competent service of Dr. Aonzf as an interpreter)
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being recorded stenographically by‘the Deputy's sceretary.

It had been agreed that no effort should be made to bring
ne intc any contact with the press. I would have avoided such contact
on my own judgment, but, fortunately, it was not necessary for me to
express my disapproval of the original idea of some of the Mobil grbup
that a neﬁs conference might be desirable. This idéa was snuffed out
by the combined judgment of Mr, Killingsworth of Mcbil and the public
relaﬁions reprgsentative of Tsso.

Accordingly, at the conclusion of my interview with the
Deputy Minister of Health, there appeared to be no gurther purpose in
my remaining in Rome. Meanwhile, ir. Bevan of Icndon and Dr. Fnrico
Vigliani of Milan, (The Italian medical consultant of the British
company, when it was Ethyl Export Corporatioh, a subsidiary of Ethyl
Corporation, and since the organization oif The Associated Ethyl Company
Limited, as a separate and competitive industrial organization. Dr.
Vigliani is an outstanding authority in the field oif industrial
(occupational) medicine in Italy, a respected and friendly colleague,
and cne who would be consulted by Italian companies (montecatini, S.L.0.I. and
and by governmental authorities) had been copyunicated with, iﬁﬂp)
arrangements had been made to visit Dr. Vigliani (who was at Sesttiare,

a ski club resort near Turin), on Thursday, and Mr. Bevan and his group at
20, Berkeley Square in London, on Friday.

It is believed that the sitﬁation in Rome was dealt with as
quietiy and as satisfactorily as circumstances required, that appropriate
infoxmation was put in the right hands, that the Minister of Health in
the Italian Government can answer effectively (in the technical sense)
any questions ralsed in the Italian Pariiament, and that the foundation

has been laid for any further comhunic&tions that may be desired by



the Italian Goverament,

The situation in Italy, f:om the strictly hygienic vicwpoint,
ia not good, in relation to tetraethyllead and tetramethyllead. Political
and commercial, as well as nationalistic,factors will make it difficult
to cultivate and maintain proper attitudes toward both the actual and
the hypothetical hazards, Italian manufacturers of tetraethyllead will,
almost certainly, manufacture tetransthyllead eventually. They will have
trouble, probably very serious trouble. This wdli not benefit this
industry, generally, but in Italy, where industrial hygicne is very
sketchy, this will Gisturb neither industry norx the government, greatly.

There may well be further serious difficulties, however, with
the press and in public opinion, over the fictitfous hazards of the
distribution and use of gasoline contuining tetramethyllecad, This
likelihood has been augmented by the unwise and provocative sales
promoticonal  oampaign of Mobil, in the course of which, tetramethylliead
{whiich i8 not available to the goverament-owned Company) was identificd
as the new agent which made it possible for liobil to market a highly
superior quality of gasoline. To the extent that such a campaipgn has been
and continues to be successiul, i¢ has invited and will continue to
invite any type of attack frém a government-owied competitor, that cffers
hope of success. Thus, it can confidently be expectad that in Italy
the real dangers of this enterprise will be disregarded or taken lightly,
while the hypothetical ones will be enormously overemphugized,

I do not presume to capitalize on the lesson that is to be
learned from this experience and these facts. I tend to belicve that

the exploitatios of tetramethyllead should be advanced without [anfarve,
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on the basis, so far as possible, of its technical merits .
(in areas where benefit can be discerned), rather than through

somewhat extravagent claims. This, I dare say, is too much (or is it

Robert A. Kehoe, M/ D,
Director, The Kettering Laboratory

tco 1little?) to hope for in the present world.

DATE: May 8, 1961
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