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Dre T+ Bs Dunn '
Robert Doller Building
51 Canton Road

Shanghal
Dear Doctor Dunn:

Some liftle time ago I
recelved a lettor from Mr. F. M. 8, “egner, representative
of the Ethyl Export Corporatlion, indicating that he had
discussed with you the question of the medical care of
the mixing personnel employed In certain plants in which
Ethyl Fluid 1s being mixed with gagoline in the environs
of Shanghai. I have no doubt Mr. Yegnor discussed with
you most of the important aspects of this question but
as the Chief lMedlcal Consultant of the Ethyl Export Corw
poration it seems advisable &to transmit to you such ine
formation as wlll aecquaint you with the genersal medical
policies of the Corporation, as well as such scisntific
information as will acquaint you with the gstudies of ths
problems of Industrial hygiens which arise in connecticn
with this business. .

First I shmuld like to point
out that our primary purpose has heen to prevent industrial
exposure to lead compounds which would produce cases of lead
poisoning. It was our origin%&,feeling when this business
developed in the United States, the manner of mixing, the
type of squipment and the hygienic regulations would have -
to be prepared and enforced by the Ethyl Gasoline Corporation
if 1t were to continue in business without thereby producing
a series of cases of poisoning among men in this work, The
sarly experimental work -in this laboratory indicated the
character of the hazards of the mixing operationa and of all
other operations associnted with the industry. It became
apparent that the compound tetrasthyl lead was an excsddingly
treacherous lead coumpound and that 1t would be necesaary to
rigidly regulatée the handling of the materials From time to
time, therefore, we have lssued 1nstrustions based on the -
continued observations of Industrisl conditions. We have .
improved the equirment through the engineering facilitles
of the Corporation in such a way as tomake the industyry
safe. Our experlence in this country has demonstrated that
the material can be handled safely if the equipment is properlv
bullt and operated, and if the regulationa are edequately
enforced.  Becsuse the work of mixing ls'simple and becauso
it can bs 0arriad oub for years withuut ﬂifficulties, I have
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could also be counted upon to exsrt preasure& 1f need be*
upon the management at the plants. ‘We have met surprisingly
few obstacles and for the most part plant managera have been
entirely coorerative, This, I belleve, is largely due to
the fact that our medical consultants have been respéobgd
and have continued to do competent and careful work while
maintéining a position relatively independent of the industry
involveds Obviously it has been impossible for me to see,
interviow and select all of the men who are engaged in this
works However I have seen a considerable mumber of them
and I have kept in contact through correspondence with others-
with whom I have not had the pleasure of talking.

In a letter of this sort

I can not hope to convey to you more than my general point
of view., Moreover I do not feel that 1t 1g necegsary bto
glve detalled instructions to a competent medieal man,
However, in order that you may be familiar wlth the general
policiesa which obtaln, I am sending you a memorandum which
I prepared some time ago which I hope will bs of service
to you. I am also sendlng you under separate cover & book
which containsg & sories of studies made on varlous phases
of the problems of industrial hygliene and public health
which are assoclated with the dlstribution and uwse of Ethyl
Fluid and leaded gasclines I should apprecilate it very much
if you would examing the memorandum and 1f you would make
some study of the book which I am sending you. I should also
be grateful to you if you would commmicate with me from tims
to Cime, particularly in relation Yo any specilal problems or
ques tlong which may erise., Wherever I have gone for the first
time, I have found cortain misundsrstandings. It is particularly
true that many people have confused the hypothetical dangers
of leaded gasollne with the very real dangers arising from
conbact with the concentrated materiale.  -We have attempted
to stralghten out these misunderatandings and to obtain
compliance with the regulations in the matter of handling

the Fluld, while at tho same time attempting to prevent undue
- and unwarranted anxiety smong persons who handle only the

finished product, I am sure you will £ind d4ifficulties of
this sort, and 1t seems likely that you may be called on from
time to time to examine persons who bellieve they have been
injured through lead absorption from the handling of gasoline
containing the lead compound. I have newver seen a case of
lead polsoning on connection with the most severe exposure .
to gasoline, Nor do I believe that such ceses will occur,
On the other hand 4t has been my practice to examine persons
. with alleged 1llness of thig type with the sams care and o
precision that I would use 1n the ocaae of persons derinltely _,-

KE o934




. Interesting to you to know that this laboratory,of which
I am the Director, 1is engaged in the study of ‘oceupational
dissase 1n general, and as the representatives of the University

~of Cineclnonati it 1s up to us to maintain an'entirely dpenw~

" minded position in all matters related to 1ndustries§ ?ose
problems we are investigating. t(

I trust I may have the Eppor~
punlty at sane time to make your acquaintance other than
through correspondence, Meanwhile my most cordial greatings.

Sincerely yours,; ‘\

nAXsis RCebors Ae KCNOB, Hele
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