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DiKIN BLCOD LEVELS FOUND AT ORTIHOCHLOROPHENOL SPILL SITE IN STURCLON, MoO.

Rioxin blond levels of 31 p.p.t., and 7 p.p.t., have been found in samples taken
from weorkers expased to orthochlorcphenol at a spill site in Sturgecn, Mo, (Sce

Feb. 14, Page 22).

This is the first time blcod levels of dioxins have I:een found, the Envircamental
Protecticn Agency stated last weex.

The agency saida mixture of dloxins were found and that the specific dloxins ia it
had not yet bieen identified. EFA ncted that it would attempt to identify the dioxins
and to datermine the rate at which they were removed from the body.

In the Spril 13 public statement, EPA observed that preliminary results cof checks

cn workaers exposed after the spill included: Measurable but toxicologicslly insignifi-
cont lz2vels of ortheclilercphenol were fcund In the urine of se2ven of itwelve workers;
phenol, another spill material, was not found in any semples; andd the bloced samples
in which dioxins were found were tzken from three workers “whno reported =kin burns

or reziies resulting fromthe spllled material.”

The r»latement noted, "“Certain dic:ins are kncwn to he asscciated with several
chr, :ic Lzalth effects including cancer. Therefore, «ny level of exposurz to those
chuiniceals carries some hoalth risk. However, bascd upon knowledge of dioxin
content of the spill material and compurisons with urine values of o-chlerephencl,
it is agparent that these very low levels lzave little reason to be concerned akbout
any sericus health effects to the Sturgeon, Missouri community” (See April 11,
fages 7, 11, 21, 23, 25, and 206).

The agency added that checks to confirm the ﬁrclirninai‘y meazurements were to
be ready about May 15, ) :
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In an apparent effort 1o try to softon the impact of ity likely decision to deny use

of owrivmicide (Bze April 4, Page 17), the Favireraentod Protocticn Aceney bas
reaizterad dincinen for {ire ont control (mound treatinent), and ic expocted to: gislee
Ard, the agcrvey has (snnad o Secticon 5 enporiine onel wme
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