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DIOXIN BLCOD LEVEIS FOUND AT ORTIiOCIILOROPHENOL SPILL SITE IN STURGEON. MO.

Dioxin blood levels of 31 p .p .t .  , and 7 p .p . t . ,  have been found in sam ples taken 
from workers exposed to orthochlorcphenol at a sp ill s ite  in Sturgeon. Mo. (See 
Feb. 14. Page 22).

This is  tile first time blood levels of dioxins have been found, the Environmental 
Protection Agency stated la s t  week.

The agency sa id a  mixture of dioxins were found and that the specific  dioxins in it 
had not yet been identified. EFA noted that it would attempt to identify the dioxins 
and to determine the rate a t which they were removed from the body.

In the April 13 public statem ent. EPA observed that preliminary results cf checks 
on workers exposed after the sp ill included: M easurable but toxicologically in sign ifi­
cant levels of orth oc hi or Gphenol were feund in the urine of seven of twelve workers; 
phenol, another sp ill m aterial, was not found in any sam ples; and the blood sam ples 
in which dioxins were found were taken from three workers "who reported skin burns 
or retries resulting from the spilled  m ateria l."

The rtaTement noted. "Certain dioxins are known to be assoc ia ted  with several 
chr*. -ic health effects including cancer. Therefore, any level of exposure to these 
chem icals carries some health risk . However, based upon knowledge of dioxin 
content of the sp ill material and comparisons wi th urine values o f o-chlorophenol, 
it is apparent that these very low levels leave little  reason to bo concerned about 
any serious health effects to the Sturgeon, M issouri community" (Sec April 11,
Pages 7, 11, 21, 23, 25, and 26).

The agency added that checks to confirm the preliminary measurements were to 
bo reedy about May 15. «
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DIAyiNON REGISTERED FOR FIRE AMT CONTROL; I MID AM LIKELY TO EE; EUP 'oSUCD

In an apparent effort to try to soften the impact of its likely dcx.ision to deny use 
of fe.Tic.-nicidc (Tec April A, Page 17), ihe Enviior.moutnl E-otecUcn Agency has 
registered dinxinen for lire ant control (mound ironknor.t), and is expected to ? 'g is ie r  
hidden Ter fire .mis soon. And, the nucu'.y has i s s u e d  a Feet: on 5 o.j.ei imt e U:1 u;ii‘
p erm it .( EUP) A.iriorican C ' n  ; n . ¡ . . ; u ~ '•  1 "7 ' A . >


