MEMORANDUM TO: Phil E. Robinson June 21, 1972
Lead Industries Association, Inc,

SUBJECT: Letter To EPA From Congress

Enclosed is a copy of news release and letter which was sent by
49 Congressmen to the Environmental Protection Agency recommending
stronger action on lead and gasoline which you had already received in
draft form from Howard Hesselberg at Ethyl,

Carl feels we should probably draft a letter to those Congressmen
who have signed this stating the Lead Industries Association's views on

the subject., This is something we will probably want to discuss Friday
mMOTNing.

In the meantime, I have also included a copy of Lewie Gilpin's
memorandum on the letter,

Best regards.

Robert A. Rogers

RAR/rs
Encs.

cc: J. F. Cole

v
J. Smith
J

. L. Kimberley
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(LEADED GASCLZ z )

WASHYNGTON=--XN [JCST NAJCR B.S. CE{TIES THULB-SUCKYNG CHYLDREN
OR THUSE WHE EAT :HM:OCH UASHING PUSSYBLY CAN CCNSULE ENCUGH DIRT TC
GEY SERICUSLY ILL-~ALL BECAUSE €F LEAD IN GASCLYENE.

FCRTY-NYNE lEUBERS CF CCHGRESS CYTED THCSE PCSSEBILEITIES TCDAY IN
A LETTER URGEING THE ENVIRCNIENTAL PRCTECTICN AGENCY TU STEP UP IXITS
PRCPGSED BAN CN LEADED GASCLXMES.

THE LEYTER, DRAFYED BY SEN. PHXLYP HARY. D-!I¥CH., SAID EPA'S
GRADUAL REDUCYICN PRCPCSALS (CULD LEAVE LEAD LEVELS EIN DERT IN &4

Dt etk

TESTED AREAS OF THE NATEZICN AT (CRE THAN 522 PARTS PER LIXLLICN AS LATE
As 1977,

"VIRTUALLY ALL RESYIDUAL LEAD IN URBAN DIRT CClES ch: AUTC
EXHAUSTS,™ HART SAXD IN RELEASYNG THE LEZTER.
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The Washington Post

Tuesday, June 20, 1972

Congressmen Charge

EPA Inactive on Curb

By Elsie Carper
Washington Post Staff Writer

Proposals by the Eunviron-
mental Protection Agency to
scale duwn the lead content of
gasolinc are inadequate to
protect the health of children
in major cities, 49 members of
Congress said yesterday in a
letfer to EPA - Administrator
William D. Ruckelshaus.

The letter, released by Sen.
Philip A. Hart (D-Mich)),
urged Ruckelshaus to order
the removal of all lead in gas-
oline no later than 1977.
Hart’s Environmental subcom-
mittee has been holding hear-
ings on the effects of airborne
lead on children.

“A number of recent studies
by EPA have revealed alarm-
ingly high levels of lead in
dirt,” the letter said, noting
that virtually all residual lead
in urban dirt comes from auto

exhausts,
Even with the proposed cut-

back of lcad in gasoline, levels

still will be sufficiently high
so that children who eat even
small qualities of dirt every
day will get sick, the letter
contended. Untreated chronic
lead poisoning can result in!
mental retardation.

Referring to testimony be-
fore Hart’s subcommittee, the
letter declared that at 500:
parts per million, a child can
get seriously ill by ingesting
one-eighth of a teaspoon of
dirt daily. Normal children
can consume that much dirt
by thumb sucking or failing to
wash before eating, according
to the testimony.

Children with pica, a crav-
ing for unnatural substances,
would eat far more.

The EPA announced pro-
posed regulations last Febru-
ary reducing lead in gasoline
from the present 2.2 grams in
regular and 2.7 grams in prem-
ium gas to 1.25 grams by 1977,
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{lamt -Fuckelshaus fead Gas Lalke

An assistant to Adminisirater Ruckealshaus 3t EPA tclls
me tedzy ke figures it will be two to threp weeks befure Ruckelshaus
answery the Dune 20 lettor from Sonator Hart and the other 48
sanatoy L,

[

He points oot Ruckelshaus hay just returned from Eurgope

A

i
angd bas net had time {¢ pore over Ms accurmmulated mail, including
the Hart letiex, ¥ i

o]

{2 thinkg LRA may juzt Yweathar it aul! and ot

even zénd an acknoewledpernent note befnre dizpatching sny full

e

I‘E.‘.‘;i}-"}ﬁst‘.
"Congreseicnal Relations will farm it out, " he conunented,

fand I don’t think there will be an ausgweyr in less than two ar three

wesks, M

I!o ¥’r G.

/éw

o
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