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e wiln unicceatomed apetti Under preat Lressure irom cerlioh segments ol labor und Longresa, =Y
Lty PROGReG o POEFLANeRt stanoard of “no detectabie Jevel® tor worker exposare 0 vingd s bloride . Betes i,
Luny aveoant of vinyl chiomt b o the warkp ace would trigger WHPE PUActees 16 present erploves expasm o
MY engrdnn et TR would appiy 1o all manutacturing operations an v h:oh vinyl ehlorsde s aneme GnHA'S
Fropose s perpanent standigd, pubnshed tn the Federal Register Aay 10, allows 30 duys tof cutuents Le-
“rea il tempurary stundard 1s insaed , expected 1t about £1x monthe.  Spokesmen for orgatszesd labor

;i paily the Laited Rubber Worievs, Gil, Chemical & Atomic Workers and the AFL ClU's Industrial Lrian
Ppar tment-ceapreswdd greater degree of satisfaction with the proposed standard, althouga they oo mdicated
ther would fight for sven greater strengthoming of the standard w LUghten the lunguage. The OSHA propuse!
wnturd wold wrclude:  *Lamiting munufacture. ure or handling of vinyl chluride to certain "regulated arcin °
“Lonitoring the reguluted ares atmosphece to detect measurable levels (1 ppm) of the chenacal and to deter
mine inen dual employee exposure. *Aliowing employees or theiwr designuted representatives to observe mon
Lilif,, acivities.  *Initsting an enginecring and work practice program and a respiratory- protection prograe:
hor empluyees in the regulrted area when detectabie levels of vinyl chloride ure monitored. Ruspiratory pro-
*ection would require continuous flow and pressure demand types of redpirators. Establishing a requirement
*Lat protective ciothing be provided by enployers and used by employees in regulated areas. Food, bever
ailes unel ke products would be prohibitcd :n these regulated ureas. *Requiring written operstional and
vorerpeney plans with employee tramming i svatine and emergency duties. *Providing initial and subsequent
med eul e aminations et no expenss to the enployee. A beginming date would Le based on public comment s
v propesal. Heco:ds of the resu’ts would be retamed for the dur ... of employment plus five yvars, or bir
SUoaent s, whitchiever 13 longer, -=0ws. Hewlth and Safety Letter 41(9): 1, May 8, 1874

A Propeses "No Detectuble Lesol” Stuadard tar Vanyi Cliloride

Withhelding of Vinyl Chloride Uata Hintea. [ 17//

Earopean and U. 8. chemical firms, togetner with the Munufacturing Chemists Association, a L .5, trade group,
held n confidence for at lesst & year preliminary, albeit mygnificant, scientific findings on vinyl chluride as
#n ugent caumng hiver cancer in rats, C & EN learned receptly U5, chemical industry sovurces suv they were
Lound by an agreement under which four European firms controiled any relesase of unimal test dats obtained 11y
Frot, Cesare Maltomi, director, !nstituto Di Oncologia, Buiogna, ltaey. The first public disclosure ot Frot
Alton:'s findings come on Feb, 15, 1874, in the U.S. Prof. Maitoni's animral ciata have been a key to much ot
the regulatory actions tuken by the Occupational Safety and Hewlth Administration. At a May 10-11 meeting

of the New Yurk Academy of Sciences and American Cancer Souiety, Prof. AMalton) disclosed that he had found
vite hiver anglosarcoma 1n his rats at 50 p.p.m., together with several other types of tuniors. On Apnil 16,
UCA announced that preliminary findings on mice in its own study under way at Industrial he-Test Lubura:
wries tepded to confirm the Maltom dats then available publicly . Hesides the wnimal data there 16 « wealth

of new rivdical findings now appesaring on vinyl chloride exposure, partly through the May 1011 mevting .
UCA's epidemiological study on 7,128 vinyl chloride workers, for example, finds that cancers of the Liver
{pru. arly angiosarcoma) , respiratory system, brain, and cancers of unknown primary site, as wei. an lym
phosurvora, ‘occurred more often than expected in those members of the study populutiun with the grestest
exposure " vith the caveat added that although these excess:s "were not statistically significant, the finu-
ings warrant iurther study.” And a major bias in the study 15 the "discovery”--too late to include it~ -of
1,500 w 2,000 workers with the longest exposures, up b 15 yeurs. Much remains to be answered in the way
the release of the Maltoni dats has been handled. There are alicpations, unfounded from all that C & EN can
learn, that word of early results was passed to U.S. and Italhian pevernment officiuls. A majyor question murk
cuncerns what was said by MCA to the National Insttute for Occuputional Safety and Heaith wn July 1973 and

carlier. --Chemical « Engineermng Mews 42: 16, May 20, 1874
‘I hewry un \’Ah;'l Cl flazard Sees Liver-Harnmang Steps. ! v "‘
y )

A theury of the pathologic pregression of the liver ang.osarcomas seen in U8, polyvmy! vhloride wearhers

fiun vean developed by Dr. Louts Thomas, chief of the Patholugy Laporatory of the Natiunal Cancer Inatitute-,
who his reviewed biopsy material taken from such workers ut the B.F. Gondrich plant in Loumvilie, hy ..

and lir. Hane Popper, Distinguished Service Protessor, Mount Sinat Soheol of Medicine, 3% ., wnd w b upar
Internuti.cal Center Scholar at NlH. "We think that exposure to the vingel chloride gas ot the Sacterges o jrae
ently chunes liver fibrusis, which leacds to portul hypertension, which laas W splenoe sgaly obd hepatine, .2
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" e g aan il Teeas mttaes abid Tt Haol rons JURIGRE Cen ot yel Yo dravn abtval Y4 a e N
* A st iy, t e ey eta, BP0 e as netand that the tumors i the sworksrs go gt apgeeas . Py
Crent trem st teE algoesat coras . Dr, Popper recently returned trom Chertan; . o 4 iy
s been e Dot ol atn et cane s CCertan skon s hanges were tound i some ot the wothe 3
H [ U o piants,oantd they were oent teodeers atojopse chinies, whers the t-nlill pend M”"'.h.- " o
v e ot LY bapeaf LRCLPY 1en Gnntlaled Laky Ciants ol Lver Nibrosis, This happened Lo
R N Wil e Gihedigs it the ! Lited Staten. " Dirs. Thomas and Pupper note t?r..( det g e
’ S vars bapia Ab T olfeeteo workets hate had ot least three year s eaposure, a0
Vi 0 v chiotade gas, and, Dr. Thomas added , "1 wouid be surprised i they were not evpos 1
et gl - sell We aon't yet ke for sare that it s only viny) chlorde.”
‘ ~Huspital Tribune 8:9 7. apr. .. e
L
SEE e e Vgl Chlutsue standard. L .ot
{3y e prcpomed ntnderd for wea k-place cxposure W vinyl chloride is criticized as 11 excemmivesy wal Lo con

cabcaty restiictive” b the Society of the Plustice Industry.  SPI says it will urge the Occupationsl >uiets
i aith A dastration e bhold hest'ngs ob the no-detectable” standard so thut induetry “can present @ s, *
wtmde Wl £ oaalety ind shil) pernnt a s ial industry W vontinue operaunyg. "

-=Chemical € Engineering News 52, £, Jlay 2vL T

Caor o Sowtee s Anbestos Fiber Lxposure .

(A fius meerted mdustry and labor 1o @ new -found source of huzardous exposurs to ssbestos Hiber s
U0 e wgt ey Ras lebrnwi thal nany spackhing @and taping compounds used 10 cover seams tn dry wall 1

Cotitetnn webestos, Loployees sanding joints sirooth before painting may expose themaelves to fron g% -
wabeatn Bhers e ot wr. OSHA's usberws health swandard hmits exposure to 5 fibers/oe, un a6 & heeat

tone 2o, tited hasls. -=Plant Enguneening 28 11, Ve .
| hatiges o the Deaney Cleuse sre Plannea. ’
' 6.
Chatucrs by e Delaney cladse are planned. FUA chief Aleasnder M. Schmidt suye, atter the agets &
poeetion ! 4 wtady spur red by House debate in June 1973, The clause's anticancer language 1= the un 0 ]
veas i LA Las berred use of such chemicals as cyclumates. Dr. Schmidt says that "growth o KGies ou, -

4oty ite Vene-us ey eventually permit safe levels ol curcinogenic (foud) aaditives w be determiney, * Lt
Q. e n et here 7 --Chemscal ¥ Engineering Newe 32, b, iay 1Y,

vos e tudddas for luad Chengeals bl K -

Cwaver bt nt fcssares W help reduce potential risks o human health from the ever-growing nurnlas .o
ol trdn ereiuhized an the ULN, are moving shewd . But generally the pace 18 far from swift chougth 1 o
e cnatic - ol cherieud technolugies . And recently even thowe tederal agency chiefs who talie o lug ey @ o
e e wppFuwcl, Wward chenicals have urged Congress to get cracking to close the reguiatury gup that o |
“ut pturtes Contrel Act is intended w fill. Bottled up since lust fall in 8 Scnate-House conference wiome
Mives Lave aeldon et owing to more prossing matters, the legislation would reguize some forn, of joce
St Ly o various chenscals beyund that now set fur drugs, food additives, and pesticides. s o 18
shp tasls MO ZiaeTs Bo UNe I8 cerlain exactly huw much--and undeubtledly some products never wo o o
tatKetod NStul, the legisiation is needed as the "only way "™ to remove the Governmer.t trom the "cuiten?
ity jaesture” 3L Linds Meel( 1n ward unanticipated problems posed by chemicals, says r usnell % |
SN, ctaartial o) the Couneill on Environmentul Quabity. The CEQ hesd mude thew PUNLS I o spres b oL
de w1l Gl e InsUute of Environmental Scacnces in Washington, D.C., last month. e uset the
tuates well publaoizey ecxangples ot liver cancer deaths trom viny! chiuride SXPOBUTE chid cuntan.diwta b, -
Cor ot i kel Water supploes b asbestunse o tibers fron Resetve dming's Stver ban, ot
ooaT e e gepa it Tthe obvious peed” Sor this Whslatiun . Eftorts to avert uther "vanyi ot e,

Vlole, Wit 1oy Way off puverie ofil labs and 1D private labs through federal tunga, Wath W % 1,0 1 o
e

eubledlinn catin atig thot soie 850 0 Buman eanees s are caused by environn entad agen's, oo Lo
ST rarly faRUed Chelt Beul WeXIeIty Weshng L 06 G poulide ae suapEct cal tegens. Mille o 1t
ete o thols WRGe L vy to aborten 1he D and CUL Carcinugen westing coste, i RUmber ol M daan 4t 0 o vt -
HH4 GuetUuting HuY sicnbine knowlal,e can Reep abircass of the increasing number o new s ol . Len
Wt vl ally boked peslth hazards offen Nrst detected in ub-exposed populutione, nuch ateiet o,
Te g et L Sibedings anid setions toward chetiicad proaucts of NOSH and the Lator brepattment » ¢ 0wy
cwlcty ated lieaitn Adoanostralion. PaUeiarly viosedy watched ‘perhape aince su ten detarin ate 3 0

wldt e e it ddl b aiidion ORHAC MOSEH ef1ort o update heasth statidal ds for 400 Wai st ntate. or
“Uhermical & bnginevting Newa 52 14




