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The author had earlier estimated the incidence of lead (Pb) poisoning in cattle
in Northern Ireland to be 4.5% on the basis of finding concentrations greater than
25 ppa in the kidney cortex of lambs less than 300 lb., received in the year 1960 to
1961 at alarge knackervy, with a finding of 10 to 25 ppm being interpreted as abnormal
bdw of doubtiul significance., As other authors’ estimates were lower (1.5%), the:
surveyv was repeated in the year 1963 tocl19264 and at another knackery over a 2-yr. period
of 1961 "o 1963. Tabulsticn of the results together with those of the first survey
zhowed levels of Pb ¢f more than 25 ppm in 51 or 4,.1% of a total of 1247 kidneys; 21
or 1.7% zontained 10 to 25 ppm. Mocst of the 51 "positive” contained very high Pb con-
centrations and only 9 were from 25 to 50 ppm. Thus, using a figure of 50 ppm as cri-
terion, as some authors have dene, would reduce the percentage incidence of deaths
from Pb poisoning only to 3.4%.
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