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Chicago, April 19th, 1937.

Mr. S. He Schneider, Secretary,

General Managers' Associantion of Chicago,
482 Union Station Building,

Chicago, Illinois,

Dear 8ir:

At your request I have been working with the Railrond Engincering
and Shop Committee appointed vy the General Manogers® Associztion t0 cone
gider problems arising wnder the new Illinois Occupational Discases Acts
This coumittce has issued bulleting designed to ninimize the dengers of
gilicosis and asbestosis and is now prsporing bulleting on lead poisoning
and other occupational diseases which may occur in the reilroad industry.

A very resl problem arises because many railroad men still disaiss
the subject as being greatly exaggercted and an almost imaginary danger,
At first, sevorel mombers of the committee folt nuch the same way - there
had never been an occupational disease on their road - so what was the danger
druger.

The denger rosults largely from the educational program of the Stcte
Depariment of Lebore Thousznds of pamphlets have been distributed describing
in detail the symptoms of verious occupstional discaeses and from what types
of work they may resulte The pomphlet on silicosgis, for example, lists anong
those subject to its hazards sandblasters, polishers, nctel grinders and coal
rniners. 4Amnons the symptoms are listed shortness of breath, inability to do as
rmuch work as before and practically «11l other si'ms of tuberculosis. In the
future, every maen who breaks down and many who are laid off will be able to
find or imagine many of the symptoms of saie discase and cleims will resulte.

In cddition to those possibly imeginary clains, the reilronds are
subject to real clainge One Illinois roilroad hag found eizht cases of lead
poisoning in thc last twe years among painters and nen working on brasses.
Several railroads have found active silicosis cases criong sandblasters and in
metels reclemation worke Thot similar disenses hove not been found on other
reilroads mey be due to the fact they were not recognized.

While claims may be made in the future for imaginary discases, the
danger now facing the roilronds is certainly not imaginary. An application of
the sefety principles on this subject, recommended in the Bulletins issued by
the “ngineering and ®hop Committee, will prevent many real cases of occupational
diseaseg and will be helpful vith the industrial Cormaigsion when imaginery
clains are made.

Yours truly,

(Signed) J. W Frecls.



