PHH Homequity 40 Apple Ridge Road Telephone
Danbury, CT 203 796 3400
06810 7300

June 20, 1995

M:s. Diana Herndon
MONSANTO--A2SP

The Chemical Group

800 N. Lindbergh Boulevard
St. Louis, Missouri 63167

Dear Diana;:

It was a pleasure to have spoken to you this morning. The updates you and Larry gave
were very helpful to our understanding of the circumstances at your Anniston facility.

I have enclosed the news clips we discussed for your further review--they present some of
the background for our DuPont project in New Jersey. DuPont’s upfront dialogue with
the community, the resident involvement, and the basic remediation process sound
somewhat similar to your approach in Alabama. Please let me know if you need any
additional clarification.

We are very excited about the potential of working on the project with you and look
forward to further talking with you.

Sincerely,

Frances M. Gaines
Regional Project Manager

enclosure
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Pompton Lakes Journal

Du Pont and Residents Try to Resolve Contamination Issue

By LYN MAUTNER

POMPTON LAKES

C1D PROOX, which rns from E. L,

du Pont de Nemours & Company's
explosives plant on Cannonball

Reoad through residential sreas

down 1o the Iake, carried a bitter message to
this community Iast year when high levels of
tead and mercury were found along its banks,

Du Pont made the discovery while monl.
toring the area as part of Its program (o
bring past disposal practices under current
state regulations. Barough oflicials had also
urged testing for harardous wasies off the
plant site in conjunction with the closing of
Du Pont's Shooting Pond, long used for un.
derwater detonation of blasting caps.

More than 500 soil samples were taken
along the brook. Du Pont found that 20%
percent of the samples were above the ac.
ceptable lead level for children and that 21.7
percent were above acceptable mercury lev.
els. The rest, méasured In parts per mlilion,
e}l within Feders! health-risk standards, Du

Pont sajd.
Although Du Pont and environmental ex.

" perts hired by the company emphasized that

these substances were not cancer cauosing,
were nol present {n the air or water and could
be harmiul only If the contaminated soll wag
ingested over many years, they were bom-

" barded with questions from worried citlzens.

Rescarchers have linked lead and mercury
1o neurologicat disorders ke learning dis-
ablilties, anemia, kldney disease and repro-
ductive problems in adults,

“The Hrst casuslly was not health but
peace of mind,"” said Ed Merrill, who is on a
i2-member citizens® advisory commliitee set
up by Du Pont to discuss the sltuation.
Planning (o Replsce Soll

He sald it was unusual for such n large
compnany to Invalve the community right
from the start. “Du §$'ont hss been very
cooperative,” he kald, “Instead of making
excuses, they are warking with the Depart.
menl of Environmental Protection and the
borough to deline, evatuate, then remove the
contamination with plans to replace the pol-
luted soil In & massive cleanup effort next
spring.” :

Leander Woods, the Du Pont plant man-
sger, sald: “We have tricd to deal with the
situation fulrly, openly, responsibly. We want
to show that il doesn't take the worst case of
poliution for Industry to respond, 1o go to
work for the community, that good resulls
are possible.”

Mr. Woods sald that *for & number of
years, Du Pont has (ested quarterly the wa-
ter In Ackd Brook as it leaves our plant” and
that it had continucd to be within Department
of Environmental Protection guidelines. He
said the. contamination found (n the soll was
not & result of 8 contlnuous outfall” [rom
the plant, like a pipe, but of peciodic gather-
ing of 234l by the brook whenever it flooded.

Janet Hackbarth, who has lived In Pomp-

Ray Linbbictant for Jie Hew Yok 1umes

Ed Merrill, a member of citizens’ advisory coimmittee set up by Du Pont to discuss coticerns about contami-
nated soil near Acid Brook, hackground, spenking with Paul and Vivian Dow, property owners.

ton Lakes for 22 years und Is n member of the
advisory committee, <alil: "1l [ did not think
Du Pont was dealing fair and square with us,
1'd be the first in the lawyer's office. My
nttltude ix, ‘I'm from Missourl®”

But. undercurrents of mistrust and fear
continue to run through the community,
erupting in emotional outbursts and rumbles
of possibie Inwsults againsi the company.

The most troubled area is where much of
the contamination was found -~ Du Pont
Village, named {or its proximity to the plant.
(The company had built these homes for fis
workers, but then sold them to members of
the ¢ ity.) Employing th wis dur-
ing the World Wars, the Pompton Lakes plant
now has & work force of 100, manufacturing
explosive products for surface mining, the oil
and space Indusiries and the miliary.

Many residents sald the still unanswered
question for them was whether long exposure
to the sotl coutd be harmful o health.

Shirley Koppenal, whose house is near the
plant, lives In what she describes as a ““chis-
ter of sicknesses.”

*The main concern up and down the block

Is hentih,” she soid. *in the two houses on
elther aide of me, three have had cancer; two
have died. 1. want prood. that- mercury, jcad
and other substances found In my yard do not
cause cancer. In onc spot they discovered solt
with 20,000 parts of mercury per million —
one of the Sighest found. | want Du Pot to
make & door-(o-dror study along Ackd Brook
10 sev i kidoey problems, ancmia, etc., ron in
these famities”’

Henry Ramer Is the lawyer for & pumber
of familles in the borgugh considering indi-
vidual lawsuits against Dy Port “They have
thoroughly tested the soil’ and water,” he
said, “but have not gone to the people abort
heath problems, Residents are left in doubdt
aboul this Impertant and emotionat aspect of
the sltpation.”

Du Pont has retained Dr. Michael Gochield
of the department of environmental and com-
muhHy medicine at the Univensity of Medi-
cin¢ and Dentistry/Robert - Wood . Johnson
Medical Center, who was present at a pubdlic
meeting Du Pont held last summer. The
co ny offered to pay for doctors® vishs
and lnboratory tests (at an independent com.

pany) for alt residents who wished them,

About 10 familics took: up. Du Pont on Hs
offer. Initial test results showed that two
pcople had mercury levels above normat
Hmits, Mr. Woods said.

I suggest,” Mr, Woods sald, *“that a per-
zont with positive findings 2o to their personasl
physician, who has the most knowledge of
that Individual, to have these results con-
firmed and, by appropriate questioning, to
also conlirm the source of these findings —
the way the subslances were ingested.

“We perrt all contamb d solt ples out
to loxicotogists for evaluation, The findings
did not establish a connection between the
fevels found and a potential health hazard. 1t
Is my underatanding that the levels have to
be higher for a population risk a to
be warranted."”

But Mrs. Koppenal sald, "I would like to
have a doctor not retained by Du Pont come
and speak to us, (0 reassure us, together with
& representative from the State Health De-
partment” .

Brian Hinchman grew up on Howard
Streei near the plant. Hix mother and sister

still live there. Mr. Hinchman, who Iz a
member of the citizens’ advisory committes, .
said: "1 water-skied in the delta, ate vegeta. -.:.
bies from the garden. We have high fevels of .
lead and mercury in yard soil that wilf ba.  «
replaced; but [ am worried. What about dirt. -~
trapped under the foundation? In one or two . «* v
spots, cement in our basement is worn dway .-+ -
and dirt has come through. Do Pont {s sutit .+ .+
burning hazardous wastes — rags, card- . !
bowrd, Seems.to me (hey're taking the poltu- « s -
tion from ground into air.* .

Vivizn Dow's house on Héward Street also. *%
borders Acid Brook. “‘Many medical prob- « *.
lems can be caused by a variety of things,”' * ~
she zaid. *“Because of the contamination In. ‘"
our yard, they will have to uproot bushes and = "4~
trees that have been in the family for years .= »
~ but fa that sufficient reason (o sue?** - . :alv*

Arother: concern g resid s the.* 7
poasibie loss in the value of their houses and~
property becsuse of the contamination,, " *-

“Du Pomt caused. this stigma; they should
protect us,'’ sald Elleen Watson, who lives on
Colfax Avenue. *’1 grew up in Uita bouse, Am §
now golng to lose #?**

‘What Happens i1 We Want to Sell?® R
Mrs. Koppensl added: **What happens i ,° w8
we want to sell our home n the future? After .. .~%
the cl p, will the stigma still v In,Qp ¢ o
will property be restored 1o Rs full vatue? . :

In reply,: Mr.” Woods_outlined: a_planned - ...
value-protection program for residents at g - .+ .» N
meeting of the committee last month, The - w2
program, which was drawn up with the help « B
of & real-estate consulting company, seeks 10
answer the lears of property owners. Dy.
Pont plans to hold & public meeting ort the .
plan in the near future, -to ot 8

In additon, Du Pont Is completing plans to .
mt | nc , to familles  who
must temporarily move during the cleamup. |

111t Gunderman has llved near the brook.
for 18 years. "1 wonder about the level of ..
knowiedge of this who'e subject,” she sald. "t ..
am not. convinced. that state and Federal

dence. Do they know,.for example, detaits of
how plants and vegetables absorb these sub-.
stances? 1 don't know. [ called the USDA, . -
but didn’t get an answer. ] think Dy Pont is. . - ».
acting in good {aith, but still I'm nervous,”® . ..
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 Bike, auto
collide

WAYNE — Police reported a
col_lision of 2 Honda mo(ortzclc
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frora Wayne. the zeciaear oc-

] guzr?d on Saturday afternoon at

Police said the motorcycle was

1 apparently heading north on Val-

ley Road when Bailey attempted

1 to make a left turn onto Valley
] Road al the intersection of Hall
{ Qourt. Police said there is a stop
1 sigu at that location and there is
7 noindication that Bailey failed to
4" come to a full stop.

| Arrest nets
| stolen car

WAYNE — Police arrested
two men, including a Detroit,
Michigan man, for possession of
a stolen car and drugson Jan, 19.

MSqg -

542‘7‘821 '

Police arrested  Alfred A.
Rose, 43, of Ft. Lee and Horten
Peoples 1M, 41, of Detroit, at
Willowbrook Mall. The two men
were allegedly observed, by Det.
James Clarke, conducting them-
*s¢lves in a suspicious manner in
' the mall parking lot.

Clarke arrested the two men
- for possession of a stajen 1990
Oldsmobile and for possession
. Of marijuana under 50 grams and
possession of cocaine.
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DuPont to distribute packet

By LORIRASO

STAFFWRITER

_ POMPTON LAKES — Keeping

its commitment (o address the needs

of the community responsibly, Du-

Pont will introduce a value-protec-

tion program for homeowners with

property directly impacted by lead

and mercury contaminated soil.
The program was drawn up with

. the help of a real estate consulting

company and secks (o answer the
fears and questions of affected
property owvners. According to plant
manager Lee \Woods, it was the
concern of thesc homeowners that
prompted the company to research
and initiate the prograr.

“After we announced the soil
contamination last spring, we began
{0 get feedback that banks in the
local area would not write mort-
gages for people who had con-
taminated soil near their property.
People felt trapped and thought they
wouldn’t be able to secure a mont-
gage to sell or re-fisance their
homes. As a result, we began to
gather information from the home-
owners and have hired a contractor
to draw up a program responsive to
the nceds of these property owners.
We also needed a mortgage lenderto
participate in the program and have
commitments  {rom two national
lenders who say they will support

to soil-impacted homeowners

gram and counse
real estate questions. Beginning
tomorrow, according to Woods,
packages explaining the program in
detail will be delivered door-to-door
(o homeowners who are eligible.

*‘The program will assist pcople
with refinancing or selling their
homes. We are treating this as a
people program for homeowners
directly impacted by the cleanup
activities that will beginin the spring
of this year and continue until all the
contamination is removed, " Woods
said,

Lowering boro water rates
is not unanimously hailed

By LINDABALDWIN
STAFF WRITER

RINGWOOD — Water rates
could be reduced in the near future
by a majority vote of the borough
council, but the vote to introduce the
ordinance Tuesday night was not
unanimous, as two councilmen feel
the action is premature.

During last week's couaci) busi-
ness meeting, a 4-2 vote was taken
to introduce the amended ordinance,
designed (o reduce the rates by
approximately 15 percent. Borough
officials say there is a $259,000
swrplus in the water account and that

the borough can afford the rate
ceduction.

However, Councilmen Ermest
Schwesinger and William Busino
fecl that rates could very well go up
again in the future.

Schwesinger said he was opposed
to the proposed reduction.

“*We should be doing other things
to improve our water system,”’ he
said, *'such- as in the Hilltlop
Clubhouse arca. This money could
be better spent.'”

Busince concurred.

““Many things are up in the air

with our watersystem. Ye're lower-*

ing our watcr rates now, but we have
to upgrade our system and may have
to increase the rates. This is not a
good idea right now,"* he said.

Borough Manager Charles De
Deyn pointed out that there could be
enough money in the surplus to help
pay for the upgrade.

**'We could possibly do bath, cut
the rates and fund the upgrade,®” he
said.

- “The ordinance is scheduled to be

advertised on Feb. 3 and the council
will vote on it during its March 26
business meeting. o

has a big pair of shoes
am sure she will filE tl

Bunting reccived 2
degree in - business
from Rutger’s Univer
master's in school busir
tration, also from Rutg

Prior to that, she was a
in Middlesex Boro sc
and assistant business ¢
from 1984 to 1989.

*{ am: chrilled o be
Butler. One of the majo
will _bc that the Mend.

Drilled
fire um

B8y VITODe LAROC JR.
STAFF WRITER

LINCOLN PARK —
borough fire departme
to several fires in a coug
or don’t have to battle
over a month, the depa
sharp and ready to roll.

According to Boroug
ficial Bruce Smith. ¢
company holds approx
simulated fire drills & ;
the borough at various
Smith also said the depar
one combined dall eac
well.

**During the drills we ¢
thing from going over 1l
simulating a rescue of a
in a buming building,"
“*We also go over the pt
our equipment.””

On Tuesday night
School, both engioe cor
scheduled to hold a spec
of fire safety. Several ¢
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TFamilies
return to
clean-up
.area

"By DARREN La PADULA
- STAFF WRITER

, .PONII‘PTON LAKES --—-d ‘é’l'm a
. pretty happy camper,*' said George
.‘j;éourter "I)‘gursday afternoon, look-

. 'ing at his backyard from the side

"deck of his Barbara Drive home,
"It's nice to be back."
" Courter, who rcturned home with
his wife Teri Nov. 1 after a six
. week stay in a2 Hamburg Tumpike
house, casually pointed out the
., sapling Japanese Red Maples and
“the chemy trees still bound and
awaiting thete own home in the new,
*.soft earth. Tomorrow, he said, the
+ sod would be laid and home would
sreturn to its sweet self.
1 Just weeks before, the windows
/and doors to his home were covered
*.with plastic drapes and the backyard
had earth movers and dump trucks
crawling around it like Japanese
beetles, DuPont was completing the

__ first phase of a massive remediation
=L T'projeet to ‘remove and replace soil

- .-..contaminated with mercury and lead

- from years of black powder manu-

~facturing “:in : the [ncarby “plant.

.. Courter -and ‘about _scven of his

. neighbors ‘were the first tended to, -}

iterally

and the first to return hom
a new earth, -7

vkt down.
. «Cleanup crews have begun to -
 thove ‘down the line,~along the
~*eriphery of ‘Acid Brook, blamed
-»$op. onginally delivering the con- -
*gyminants " into the acea when it -

. lestwhen the tall standing trces were

. Courter and his wife spent six
weeks living on Hamburg Turnpike,
in a home aow reserved to one of
about 110 other familics whose land
will be remediated. And while the
experience was certainly inconve-
nient, Courter said, it was nccessary
and managed well.

When the first eight familics
were relocated, visions of criminals
busting-into their vacant homes and
‘an imminent retum to less favorable
‘¢onditions followed many to bed at
night. Often, Courter and neighbors
~were seen standing by there homes
-or patrolling the arca :/u.cing the day
and night to keep an cye out.

."*Everybody, in (1c beginning,
Mhs a little concerncd about secur-
ity, After all, you're packing up and
leaving your home with all your
valuables still in there,'" Courter
said. “‘But we didn't have any
problems. They (DuPont) were very
cooperative, they really tried ac-
comodate  everyone. Even  the
workers were friendly. They took

* ‘good care of us.”

:* Clean soil replaced the tainted soil
‘Which was shipped out to a

propriate disposal facilities. The
tices and other vegatation ripped out
with the e¢arth was resupplicd.
Crews even built a cedar fence
around Courtex’s property in an
alempt to restore privacy that was -
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