June 17, 1949

Dr. Aana M. Baetier, ‘ _ B
Assistant Professor Physiological Hyglene,
~Department of Physlological Hygiene, ‘
Dhe Joms dbpkins University,

Hool of Hygiene and Public Health,
hiwolfe.Street,

timore 5, haryland

B@&

Dear Doctor Baetjer:

I am always glad to hear from you on any account, and I hasten
to. reply to your letter of June 13,

The question of the origin of the porphyrinuria in the case
referred to in your letier 1is one on which I can make no very
asexul comment, except to say that 1t would be quite Impossible,
in my opinion, for a service statlon employee to absorb cnough
lead in the course of his handling of lecaded ga80¢ine to lnduce
any t“pe of illness. In the practical sense cf the word, this is
nou an.| dccupa% nal exposure to lead. We have Tollowed a large
oo I filling station attendants over a period of years (in
}_ﬁﬂdd we have never been able to find the slightest
‘WJy~ab”orb measuraole amoants of lead.in their

wa¢thy1 lcad consisted of 'hS‘hypothetipal
ﬁ;th the nandling ox g&soTine containing not

nCe uhe handling of Datteries au service

»Higard. Despite uhese comments, whﬁch might

an,‘occupationa* exposure to lead during some

N work, all I can say,categorilcally is that
ct r of handling leaded gasoline should be

I ,ght point put in thls regard that there has

»f lead polsoning from the hanﬁlin' “of leaded
atlons in the history of the industry. In

r ylll be. It mpay be pertinent also to

 1ondoes not occur to any measurable degree.
d the porphyrins in this relan¢0nship, despite
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‘1nconsequential type of lead ex“osure. It

orption of tetraethyl lead,cven in significant
pean xnown to nave any Lanﬁenwe on the blood s
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the fact that it *wauld be- _nteresting to éo 80, for the reason
that  this problem seemed 10 have very little significance in
‘relation to tetraethyl lead. , : ' ‘

One other thing I might suggest. 'T:f the man's aoctoxa, despite |
my comuents, should feel that consi ideration las to be given to
the lead. exposure of" tms ‘man as a. filL.ng sta.té,on a ‘tlenda.nt, I

YL SHat re led ‘

With best regards,

Sincerely vours,

Robert A. Kehice, M. PP
RAK ef ”
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