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GEORGIA'S WATERS ARE RUNNING SCARED
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1 vm on Sept. 8, lollwlu a

H by the Departmens of Natural

' rces (DNR) untn ples of tish

i " of polychlorl lmt:d":l y
naf yls,

H known n’e PCBs,

[ days ater, Bob Gaw, the Floyd

! conservaiion renger who had

H the first signs, was putting up

;A new onet. In big letters, the new signs

"\ sald, “THIS RIVER 18 CLOSED."

& Smaller letters clarifled that the

-+ closing applied to commercial fishing.

“v But the measa, ewnlwdnndcmno

++ fishermen‘of all kinds.

i “Usually, there are about 10 (isher-
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men at the fock and dam at any time
y,” Gaw said. “Today there were

g&

There were other signs that the
ftuation had grown more serious. ‘A
NR news release on Sept. 3 said fish
otber bodies of water “In this pm
the state and elsewhere® were
pled. 10 determine whether
1o what extent BCRs might be

ive da later, another DNR news
ease sald that “every

im|

being monitored for PCBa.

And in jis action closing the Coosa,
he Board of Natural Resources, in &
sl meeting on Sept. 7, sald the

vel of PCBs In [ish taken fi

and the possibility of :I:E
n fish from other waters in
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Coosd sysiem “constitule an. emep»

ency and an imminent peril to the

public health, safety and wellare.”
What is there about PCBs that

_B Blues— You Never

Get Rid of 'Em’

“Well, we're not experts in PCBs,”

J. ‘Leonard Ledbetter .said Fﬂday. :

*but PCBs are toxic and cumulative.”
Ladbetter, who is director of DNR's

Environmental Protection Division,

explained that the very n:unlmel—

ears, from 1964 to 1969, when no-

legedly bad about PCBs, that we were
pll‘b not taking s much

as we are today,” said W.
"BlEll” Buchlun. 2 munuer lor

E‘

stability, beat
m!blllk&—thlt make PCBs a pseful
industr
persistent in the environment,
are easlly absorbed into ani-
and are not excreted, he
udded and they (ind thelt way into
man imarily through the food chain.
y are not indestructible, but
they are nondegradable,” he said.
“They sccumulate in your system.
You nover got rid of them. .

'l‘he known source of PCB

of jhe , Ledbetler said, Is a
pllulmtml’cns
n makin transformers.
The

got from the plant into

the river “through poor housekeeping
prictices and carelessness” at the

‘ blg‘l;l. udbetur said,

mgh gneueu ahd care-
lapn “over a 20-year period, they
uiw thelr properly,” Ledbetter
ln‘W} GE b, mCHn( efforls

lo o Mlv have paved
some nlumed nrul and built & shed

over another area to stop rain from
Ielchlnl PCBs into the river.

“We expecl (hem to eliminate it en-
tirely,” he sald.

Asked wh{ the plant had been al-
Jowed to leak PCBs into the river for
20 years, Ledbetter said that for many
yean PCBs werc not considered a

y “ "Wt idn't even know it was goin
b o
we dldn’l know how to measure it."

A spokesman for General Electric

In Rome dllpuled portions of Ledbet- .
ter's

echoed others.

:v causes such concern and precip
+* such drastic action?

“One cannot deny that over the

lllllkm ’

1 chemical make them highly .

s

Buchanan sald the ne of mn lL
beer confined In prev
.earthen dikes mb]m to lu age be

cayse his com yvulmnmeo(
" the ‘dangers. Tete dikes are used
now, he said. -

He added, however, that he was “a
little incensed” that Ledbetter had

. tagged GE with ,“poor housekeeping

.. Environmental Pr

and carelessness.”
“Any PCBs that our company here
has boen responsible for have been |
through the leaching process,” Bu-
chanan said. “But the way they put it,
Il s0unds as um we'd

pipeline wl
rlver which slm ly lsn't s0.”
Buchanan said GE has spent $1.25
million In the past two years 1o clear
up the pollution problem.
ter sald thal 30 years ago,
PCBs, which are chlorinated aromatic
organic compounds made from a po-
troleum base, were used much more
widely in industry.
- oToday, PCBs are suppiied only to
“closed” applications In the glectricat
power industry, such as transformers

. and capacitors.

“Because of contamination of the
environment, the Wionaanis .Oarp.,
which iz the sole U'S, manufacturer of
PCBs, voluntarily mtrk-(ed the sale
of PCBs,” Ledbetter said

He produced a rt by the US.

clionl Agenty,

o however, that said Yomest

" tion of PCBs still amounted to about

40 million pounds per year as of 1974.
As recenlly as 1873, the report

added, only Hmited Information on the

toxleity of PCBs was available. And it
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was not until July 1m that the
federal Food and Drug Administration
established limits on the amounts of
PCBs that may be Jawiully present in

another plant. Both (pollution inci:
mu) bmher are peally hurting

Apparently the effoct on the lhhm;
supply business depends what
part of the river the business pri-
martly serves.

Gaw reported that one supplier at
the lock and dam said his mf had
“d ropped down to nothing.”

port ﬂshln, had dropped a good
bit, " Olw sald. “Some are n(ﬂl tishing,
th uley say it's for mounting, not eal-

Ing’

Gaw sald the ban's hardest blow
was dealt to the five or 10 commer-
cial fishermen who depend ¢n the fish
for their sole source of income.

“Then there ate about 30 to 30 who
fish commerclally to supphement their
incomes,” Gaw said.

Lawrence E. McSwaln, DNR's as-
sistant chief of fisheries, sald, “Basi-
cally, Georgia has a very minor
amount of commercial {ishing inland,
and that's moltl catfish. Very few

e In Geor|l earn their Nving
rom eommurch fishing, r\lculnly
‘ Allud it there were other ramifica-

food.

The danger level for PCBs in fish
was set at lvc arts per milllon.

“We found 127 puru pec million in
fish taken at Mayo's Bar, downstream
of Reme,” said J.G: Johnaton, chief of
DNR's Information Section.

“We got these test results fast

+ Wednesday (Sept. 1),” said Ledbetter, *
“We notified Alabama about Lake,
Welss the next day.”

What about laboratory resulls on
fish from other Georgia waters? .
“We don't think there are PCBs at *-
the danger level in any other. water *

‘ m in the luu."'“hdbel:er sald,

ut we're just geiling under w:
with our statewide survey.” v

The lurv;y bogan last week, Led-
better said Friday, and so far only the
test resulls from Clack Hill (near
Avgusta) bad come In. The
ten !Inn one-| hul! pm of per

g conducted at the

Atla IM at the Unlwr
sity “o‘f&" mE "Vm time-con-

. = tions of polsoned waters in Georgla,
suming, “We're  not Deen In elfect long mmgh to gain  Ledbetier said, “We're not aware of -
teying to expedite the tuts, because vltk clrculation. other ramificatlons. Our main concern
we know tha un le want to know At the Bait , owned by Way- Is the pathway to man—the air he .
the results," he _mon Storey, a saleswoman reported breathes, the water he drinks, the food

‘Earlier tesis '|.|ke Hartwel} fish, 0o I effect ont the store’s business. - he eats. If there are PCBs in any of
by a -fi of PCB con “We're still selling 'om,” she sald. - our water systems, we simply want to
tamination in a so;t‘ubs.mnm mthn And at the Tuggle Bait Farm, Lee {ind it, or any other such substance,

Tuggle said, “You can’t tell until the - ppd get them out.”
weekend. It (the ban) has had some . *" Re sald that the dlll'lr Jevel for
effect, lmpm but we had fair busi-. rcaa in drinking water is much lower

llh River #nucwq ;&tE . last wi 3 It . normal,’ Iinn in fish—"only one part per bil-

with a level of PCBs’ higher than ¢ - ¥We had ‘a sindlar prodlem with
recommended as safe by federal mercury rolmnn; iIn 1969:70 at the:
guidelines,” Johnelon sald. Olin plant in Augusts and at Allied
Fishing at the Coose, on the other - - d{dm Armurchee &ul, below the Chemical in Brunswick,” he said.
hand, was dawn only in certain areas o e, week before last, from & - "They sald we couldn't eliminate that, |
Friday, perhaps because the ban had chemical pollution—not PCBs—from but we did."
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