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Persistent, prevalent PCBs
By Martha Angle and Robert Wakers

WASHINGTON (NEA) - With lpla'r'u to composer Woody
Guthrie, here's & new line for one of the country's best-known
lolinnr: “From the redwood forests io the Gulf Stream
‘waters, (tis land is soaked with PCB."

PCB» are p.lielhrl-ul is. a family of toxic, high-
Ty persisient it rial chemicals that have cawsed liver dam-
agu and birth defects i inboratery sniumals,

The redwood foresis span the southern coast of
where a commarcial bakery recently discavered that it
purchased ~ and new must destroy — 30,080 PCB-contami-

Thn'a?ll Stresm waters wash the west coast of Florida,

4 chemist recently found 2 marked decline in the polen-
tial fertility of young men that appeared to be related in part
10 PCB traces fownd i the sub) perm,

This month's reports of comamination aren't limited
10 thase {wo states. in Fraaklin, Idaho, a pouitry compasy is
zon

pregess of destroying
chickens and more than | million poisoned eggs.

In Citnton, lowa, a packing company is destroying the meat
trom 38.080 more trom the ldahe
{irm. In Richnond. Utah, PCB traces have been feend in
75,000 {ronen cakes that aisc must be dest 3

in Billings, Memt..

chickens in Maine. New York and North Carolina.

There's mers. New York's Hudsom Niver. Alabame's
nmm-uhlknmmlunlul-n-nm
leveis of PCBe that fishing in those waters was banned.
contamination has been reperted in West V! and Ohle.

Meaawhile, the compeay (hat was (he us

real
Fwnumuau

The Monadiue Ca. of S1. Louts finally halted its
of PCBs (sold wader the Aroclor trade name) in the sutusmn of
1977 — but net until it had enough of the 10xic liquid
to float an entire cavy.
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st it always was
"'has made

19705, Monsasie denigraied those revelations as mers “peiil
nlmmulwm ... 3care lactics and son-
ot g

, if mot indispensable. (0 madara NHe.
s television oxtol the vir-

twes of chemicals from preservatives to firefighting

mm Never Rowever, is the product that

will the nation for masy decades to come — PChs. |
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