Febrwmry §, 142,

e, Riohard H, POM.
United Safety Servies,
180 ¥, Wacker Drive,
Chisago, Illinols,

Dear !'r, Porter:
This will acknovledge your letter of Janmry 30,

The question of lead oompounds in fumes from drying paint, is se
izportant te us that I felt odbligated te obtain suthoritative opiniam
on the matter, You state that you referred the questioz to E, Co lassen,
a chaxist, It iz possidle that Mr, lassen is sn outstanding chemist and
$s an surthority an the subject, I have no inclination to be wnfriendly
or te eritisisze W, lasssn, In order to lecats him, I did the natural
thing in referring to the direstory of the snsrisan Chemisal Soeliety,
1 444 not find Hy Co Laseen listed as a menber of the Ameriean Chemiesl
Sosiety July, 1940, I believe thig is the last direstory pubdblished by
the ACS, In our own organization at Dayton, we now have sixtesn graduate
cshemists and chemical engineers, The mumber s now lower than it has
beemn, The ®resident of our Compamy is a chsmist from lmsssehusetis
Institute of Technology. Among our foree we have two mem with Fh, D,
degrees, If you will comsult the directary you will also find that
the writer's name is listed,

The entire time of this shemical forss 1s devoted to the study
and produetion of pefint and paiat produsts, The most of us have had
quite a number of years of experiense, There has never been any evi-
" dense that we have dissovered that indisates that fumes from drying
paint contaims velatile leed oumpoumds, As a chemical group we invite
Wre lassen to sulmit evidense that suoh ia the ease,

Not being sstiafied with our own experience in the matter, I .
referred the questism % Ur, Rebers A, Lshos, M.De, the direeting heed
of Lettering laberatery of Applied Physiology, University of Cinoinnati,

and an outstanding world autherity oa lead poisoning. I should prefer
to submit %0 you & sepy of his letter but I have not obtained his pere
mission $0 do thise I am resscaably certain, however, La would have

objestien to me taking the folluug quotatiocs from that lstter,

"It is not reascnable te suppose that anythirg happens to

ths lead wheredy it besoamc volatile, and I do 2ot need to
tell you it does not give rise to dust from the surfese,

I have an idea that the chemist who arrived at this startling



Wre Rishard N, Ferber,
Tege 2,
Pelwrmary 8, 1942,

sonclusion obtained some samples of the urine of persons who
had been sudjestsd teo this alleged lead sxposwre, and that
he found lead in the urinme, This would mot bde remarimble ia
view of the presence of lead in all mormal uriness If he were
scniewhat wore ocareful im his obesrvations, and if he took
sanples both before and after the alleged sxposure, be may
have found differeness in the lead consentation before and
after, Variations in the urinary lead comoemtration cccur
and may be of considerable megnitude, and by ehanoe alows,
variationos might have cosurred in the directim of inoressed.
sumoetration,”

*I would sugsest that you put it up to Mr, Porter to sulnit
the evidence o which iz statenemt 1s besed, for criticel
exsmination, I think he skould have it pointed cut to him
that this is a serious matter and tlat the nost scarefully
obtained evidenoce would be necessary to prove such an otherw
wise unreascnable statenent."

*There is altogether too nuch loose talk in this field asm it
is."

Dre Eshoe, as you nay tmow, was placed st the head of the laboratory
established by ir. Yettering for the purpooe of studying industrial health
heazards, ir, Xettering estadlisned this laboratory after a rather large
omber of load cases dsveloped from exposurs to tetra ethyl lead in the
produstion of ethyl gasoline,

I shall sawmit your rexly with interest,

Yours very truly,

TER LONE BROTHERS COMPANY

Be e Fasig
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