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Although the article beginning on pagt 117 of The New Yorier

for Oct. 12 contains some obviour‘inaeauxtciaa, it &» rure to

focus attention on the alleged or' resl) hiéalthr harerdc relating

to sabestos., As you khow this 1s & ver; certroversiial subject, i

which has been sizmmrine for a lanc time.
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I think the most important point brought cut in this article

is that ssbestos mey not be so hazardous per ce, but that 1t ;
doss tend to absorb and concantrate toxic substances ingested

or inhaled. The evidence seems conclusive 'that the hagards

of cigarstte smoking are snormously intensified 1f there is

also exposure to asbestos.

Several of the products we manufacture and sell (a.g., joint

4 . compound, siding, firepreofing, plaster) sre goensriczlly
izplicatesd in this artisle, With this kind of publicity in

an influential national mgagine, 1t i imparative to make
sure that we are taking all resacnable steps to discern and
svoild hagardous situations, not only as &« matter of ethical
respanmibility but to avoid direst or indircct 11eLility,
Perhaps Mxr, XKrug would wish to know of thisz publication,if he

hasn't already seen i,
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