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Section 29 CFR 1910.1201 c¢f Stancards iss.ed 5y the Jccupaticnal Safzs,
and Health Acministration (0SkA) reguires 211 ampicyers to establisn ar:
maintain an effactive 2-2g-2n for proteciing their employees frem
exposures to airoorne as2estos Tipers which are above those permittes .
this Stangard. This ietlter and ils attachment provide quidalines anz

. procedures %0 assist tne Tperating Ta2lepnone Zompanies in develcping zr:
implementing the programs tnit ar2 necassary to safsguard the heilsth o~
their employees and to 3ssurs compiiance with the current USHA Stancar:
for asbestos.
[n recent years, the Bell Systam has made suostantial prograss fowar:
eliminating the purchase anc use of ouilcings, procucts and other
materials which contain 2stastes. Untortunately, trne elimination of
asbestos in new production crccasses, products, and materials, and in t-2
construction of new duiidings and atner facilities, Joes nat quarantze
that all exposures to ascestcs nave been aliminated in the existing wir<
environment. B8aseline 2nviranmental studies conducted by the
Environmental Health ancd Safsty Oepartment of Bell Telephone Laborazarias
show that 3ell System waorkolzces generally 4o not expose employess 2
hazardous concentrations of 3s>estos fibers., Where exposures dc oczur,
they are generally well D2l2w tnose permi<ted by the currant 0SHA
standard. dowever, these ies have igentified several potential
sources of contaminaticn ot a Ttner from eariier use of 2s2s3tis
{i.e., Tireproofing anc - ol Du1isings, steam pipas, callers,
air plenums, 2t2.) or Tro- $ 37 3sDestis for wnich no
suitabie subsiitutas nz,= 2 2., TIiIrovernizia Zracz 3ozt
ard clutznes;.
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QL 77-07-024, Motor Venicie Maintenance « 2ra
78-08-054, Motor Venmiclie Maintenance - Protec
Asbestos ribers, oroviged recommencations and
employees from exposure to airborne asbestas fibars ~nile perfcrming
maintenance operations on brake and clutch assamplies 1n Company-owned
motor vehicles. when pragerly implemented, these procecures will reducs
asbestos exposure levels to well below those allowed Dy the present
Standard.
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SR 79-05-398, Occupational Safety and Health - fZxzosure to Airborne
Asbestos Fibers - Request for Survey requestec tre Cperiating felephone
Companies to nitrate 2 compra2neénsive survey td icentify Compan/ owneg
and leased facilities 1n wnich sprayed-on asbestos was used for

fireproofing ana neat insulation. RL 79-07-2%4, ispestas Hazargs in
Leased Buildings, recommanged that facilities uncer consideration tcr
lease oe raviased for pci2antial nazards causac 2y tme usa of building
materials tnat contain 3ss2s%0s. 3SR 30-05- J-:, Cczunatignal Safaty an:
Health - Sprayad-con Asze3tds 1n (Smoany-Cwlhel 3ars 123333 5u1.cinas,
récommencs prolecures Tnat Incuic e ’”l!,n T o1n zLticitgs 1Zantithied Ty
this survey to minimize Zne risk OFf expesirsg e*:73«ees TIoaszestos fisers
which are potantially narmful to their nealtn, )
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at insulation, ‘Wnere exposures to astestss
fibers appear to jegpardize
must anter these workplazas
should follow policies a

tne safety or neai:n of company employees wno
T0 COncCuct company husiness, the Companies
arocegures incluges in 23 80-C7-215.

Detailec information 1s ‘~cluced in the atiacned “Si1delines for
Controlling Occupaticnal Zxoosure to Asbestas Fiders” i2 dssist tne
Companies 1n gzveloping anc impleranting a orogra for identifying,
evaluating, anag controlling sotential sources cf 2xposure found in their
work envirgcnments. Estimated costs for 1mp|nnen 1ng this program in
Company-ownea and leasec duildings were inciucec in SR 30-06-010.

Estimated costs for custcmer premises nave not been grovided since
estimates of tne freguency 2nd severity of asbestos hazards on customer
prem1ses are not av lao\e.
wlhae Hrmn [’ ‘
Amv&dea—%asw being ::43»,39 10 assist the Zomoanmias inform their
employees apout tre natu~s anc scurce of gotantial 2xD3sare T 25D2SIlS
in their wCrxs,aces anst ~2r< 2nvi-znments, Iaformation concarning <ost
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Questions regarding tnis letter, or

the following persans:
Medical

Safety
Support Services

Vice President - Human Resources

Attachment

J. P. Dunn, M.

J. M. Degen
N. J. DeCapua

0.

221-2413
540-6513
221-4984
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