Hazardous wastes: the
European connection

The cmollc nlmnuon in the world of toxic
waste disposal takes another grotasqua
turn this wesk with the revelation that
ariuh\ i actusity importing {rom sbroad
of he industrial
wm(e An ME invastigation shows that
roughly one-quarter of the cyanide wastos
trestad in the GLC during 1873
originated from cuntinents! Europe; of the
tots} 800 1ons of waste polychiotinated
biphenyis (FCBs) currently incineratad in
the UK each ysar, sbout a §ifih is bronght in
from other countries.
The Department ot e Environment has
advised the chemica! industry that thare are
no restrictions on the import of waste
materials lor dispossl in the UK: the
Deopartmen: of Trade confirms that it
for such imports. The
Customs and Excise Depsrtment could this
week offer no information on the tariff s (if
sny) Imposed on chemical wastes.
The GLC, which seems to have monitared
this problem more closely than any other
agency, regards It as one ol particuiar
concern. David Milis, head of the
poisonous wi unit, has records which
lhow mu Rediand Purle treated 49 1001 of
yanide at its Reinhem ptant in
1873. out of a total of 220 tons notified 1o
County Hall duting the year. Last year the
company notified the GLC of its intention
to treat 8 turther 30 tons from the seme
source, but the consignmaent was navar
actusily accaptard.
Tha PCB situstion is more complex. The
major UK manufacturer ot PCBs — widely
used 88 an insuisting medium in the
alectrical manutacturing industry — s

| Monganio Ly, which evidently regards It as

) duty to averses disposal of this parsistent

organic substance when it becomes a

. waste. This tnesns that the company ships
. back about ten tons » month of PCB

waste Huids from the Continent 1o its
Newport manufscturing plant: there it is

. bulked and {according to Monssnto) Touted
. by R Purie vis Raint 1o Eil

—————E ——— .

. dispossl faciini

Port tor inginerotion. Over the last 18
montha. the company ssys, Rediand Purla
has thus disposed of betwaeen 200-300 tons
of PCB fluids which became waste outsidn
the UK.

Redland Purle ssys that this contract has
now tapred and that, while in the past the
company has mads direct imports of toxic
waste for disposal In the UK and acceptad
wastes imporied by other companies, its
policy is now 10 discontinue this practice
Nevartheless. whild Monsanto is reparted to
be considering the use of Ne-Chem's new
in Pontypool it is
continuing 1o use Nediand Purle for the
disposat of toreign PLB wastes off an -

-~

order-by-order basis

The GLE hos notilications tor BO tons of
PCB wastes -— from sl sources, home and
abroad —- destroyet at Malnham in 1972,
for 229 tons in 1973 and 382 tons last yasr,
Redi Purte rrad the int

1o County Hall that betweon August 1972
ang Octobor 1973 it incinarated 362 tons of
waste PCB mintarial.

Monsamo aaid this weak that thore wore
twa masin feasons for ‘re-importing’ PC8
for disposa! hy Redland Purin. As
insl manulacturer it had a
responsibitity 10 seo that final dispossl was
effective (and altor investigating Ellesmare
Port it had approved Purle “as an aparatar
of the highast standard’). Sacondly,
olthough there were similar dizposal
facilitios abrowd, many were vxclusivaly
contracter to Monaatito's Comprtilors in
PCB manutactire. In future it would ba
Putting its foreign custorners dirsutly in
touch with tha British wastn disposal
contractors, s soon 8s ii was vatistied that
their disposal 1acilitios met its standards,
For Ae-Cham, Dr Arthur Coleman said

that the company had anough PCBerin

s hands from UK arisings without yetting
any extra from abroad. In the last taw
nionths thern had been many inquiriss fram
fb'ruign sources -~ even one an dtisposal

of cyanidu to be imported from tasacl -
but the wa'ites has nevar iclually buen sent
to his company.
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