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~ndustrisl Fyglens Departnment®s program, tho Braleblok
plants havs baen analyzed for thoir possible hazards to caployocse
Aconstos stadics hove been carried out perlodicallye According 4o Jdim
Holtowsy ond Hensy Gotwor, we have nover had any findings dndieating
inndocuate control over our handling of asbestos. Managersnt has beon
cware of the occwpations) hazards sasocisbed with this matericl.

In the April 6, J9€kL igsus of the Jowmal of thre Arerican Medical fssooise .

tion, there was an artiols by X, J. SelikOffg HeDey dJo CME’ viaDe mnd
EeCe llorsond, D.Sce on Wisbestos Zxpesurs and Neoplesia.® It 45 this same
group and 4he £indings described in thls exrticle which has prorpled the
TMIRYOUS newspaper arvicles which se many of us are rendinge COn the basls
of thoir study, it would appear that there is an added relatdonship betuosn
cancer of the lungs, pleura, sicnach, colen and rectim in individuzla who
have been ashegtos workers for 20 o nore yesrse These workers would ba
those with frequent and prolonged exposures not adequately combrolled, as
perheps in asbeston mining and insulation workers {(Luslding 4rados)e

In this select group of workers, these suthors found 648 4imes as ruch cancer
of the lumg and pleura ns in tho peneral Ul.S, mole pepulation. Thuy wero nob
ghle %0 ssceriain the omoking hoblts of those rens In goreral, it is fols,
ag you probebly ¥now, that among cur rale pepulation the luns canter doaih
raio is 10 tinmes a3 high among cigarette =wliers as non smokerse 4b oy rote
thuso suthors stated that thelr data Y"Ueuld oot nscessarily eoply to eshostos
oxposure in other indusiries; such cs the fzctory production of asbestos
products, bl osbostos toxtile induatyy, eice, where conditions of employ:ent
wight Le quite diffbrent.t '
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T . mod Jool vhod Chore will bo fuochon ooldfor cufficiont c.zblic*ty on
<3 wesic ol present studles on esheatos o8 3% rolinios $o huoon health
to the point whore it would affect the astcocios bralie 1iving and exposure
of tha pancral populzec.

If I nota sy othey articles on this subject, I shall inform you.

C. C. Bchlv‘all, Jl'o, Do
Yedical Direcier
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