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ELSTON L. BELKNAP, M. D.
231 WEST WISCONSIN AVENUE 
M I L W A U K E E ,  W I S C O N S I N

S e p t.  30» 1939

D r. R obert"  Kehoe 
K e t te r in g  L a b o ra to r ie s
Ginö inna, t i ,  on i o .

iaà iso n , V/is.

B i l l  t o  go to  Hardware M utual C a su a lty  Co. 
• ■  110 E, Main S t .

M adison, W is.
D ear D r. Kehoe:

I  c a l le d  y o u r la b o ra to r y  y e s te rd a y  a f te rn o o n  in  
d e s p e ra t io n  hop ing to  a sk  you i f  you would be good enough to  do a 
b lood  le a d  on an in su ra n c e  case w hich  had come up su dd e n ly . In  
you r a b sen c e , one of y o u r a s s o c ia te s  was good enough to  send on th e  
s p e c ia l  n e ed le  and tu b e s  f o r  c o l l e c t in g  b lo o d  and ur i n e ,  fhey  a r ­
r iv e d  by a i r  m a il t h i s  m orning and I  have c o l le c te d th e  sam p les.

I f ,  when th e s e  a r r i v e ,  you do n o t f e e l  i t  a d v is a b le 
to  have y o u r la b o r a to r y  d e te rm in e  th e  b lo o d  and u r in e  le a d ,  I  
would be g la d  i f  you w ould  send  them to  any com m ercial la b o ra to r y  
in  whom you have co n fid en ce  f o r  t h i s  type o f  w o rk . I ,  o f  c o u rse , 
would m u c h -p re fe r  y ou r own la b o r a to r y  p e rfo rm in g  th e  t e s t .  I f  .. 
t h a t  does n o t f i t  i n  w ith  y o u r e s ta b l is h e d  p o l i c y ,  I  w i l l  be g la d  
to  a g re e  to  any o th e r  m ethod o f  approach  t h a t  you su g g e s t .  I  am 
e n c lo s in g  a copy of th e  b r i e f  summary o f t h i s  case w hich I  a ls o  
s e n t  w ith  th e  spec im ens. P h is  i s  a n o th e r  case o f  D r. E o se lk a ’ s 
su g g e s t in g  to  a p h y s ic ia n  t h a t  a man m ig h t h a v e . le a d  p o iso n in g  
m ere ly  on th e  b a s is  o f  w hat he c o n s id e rs  abnorm al la b o r a to r y  f i n d ­
in g s ,  I f  he had n o t p u t so much s t r e s s  on the  b lo o d le a d  in  t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  c a se , I  w ould have been tem p ted  to  f i g h t i t  o u t on the  
b a s is  o f  u r in e  le a d  v a lu e s  a lo n e  to g e th e r  w ith  ou r o th e r  n e g a t iv e  
c l i n i c a l  f i n d in g s .

I  to o k  p a r t i c u l a r  c a re  to  c o l l e c t  th e  b lood  m yse lf  
fo l lo w in g  m in u te ly  th e  p r in te d  i n s t r u c t i o n s  w hich you r a s s o c ia te  
s e n t to  u s .  I  am in c l in e d  to  doub t t h a t  Dr. K oselka to o k  s im i la r  
p re  cau t i o n s .

Your a s s o c ia te  t e l l s  me t h a t  you have had th e s e  
n e e d le s  made y o u r s e l f .  I  w onder i f  s im i la r  n e e d le s  a re  o b ta in a b le  
on the  m arket o r j u s t  how we m igh t go abou t o b ta in in g  them . I f  
t h i s  Ph.D . li -ze lka  i s 'g o in g  to  c o n tin u e  m aking such c la im s , we 
may be fo rc e d  to  do ing  b lood  le a d s  in  s e l f - p r o t e c t io n  even though  
I  b e l ie v e  w ith  you t h a t  th e  u r in e  le a d  r e a l l y  g iv e s u s  more i n f o r ­
m a t io n . I t  may w e l l  b e , t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  we w i l l  ta k e  advan tage  o f 
you r generous o f f e r  and send o u r chem ist down to  your. ■ la b o ra to r y  
f o r  a week o r  tw o o f  a c tu a l  work w ith  y o u r m ethods.

I  was g lad  to  re c e iv e  your l e t t e r  some tim e ago sa y-
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in g  th a t  you had en joyed  th e  tim e  sp e n t h e re  in  M ilwaukee in c lu d in g  
th e  in te r lu d e  w ith  my w ife  and c h i ld r e n .  .

Thanking you f o r  a t te n d in g  to  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p ro h - 
lera in  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  case» ' and a ssu r in g , you tha t  1 s h a l l  endeavor 
n o t to  im pose Upon you, 'f u r th e r  in  such a' sudden manner,' I  am
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C o rd ia l ly  y o u rs , '

^  ' f t

S is to n  L . Belknap M.D.
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