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SUBJECT: New Safety Limits for Asbestos

Recently ORC received a copy of & news release from the Health
& Safety Executive of the British Health and Safety Commission
concerning tighter future limits for exposure to asbestos. The
Commission mekes the point that their pew limits are not
"absolutely safe levels"”, for it is as yet nol clear that a
"safe"” level of exposure exists.

Attached for your information is a copy ©f the news release
discussed above. It is to be noted that the English have
recommended a three level approach to controlling ‘exposure to
asbestos. One reason that this is feasible is the generally
accepted premise that Britain hes little if any crocidolite.
The U.S., on the other hand, has used a considerable amcunt of
crocidolite in the past; and it continues to be used 'in varving
amounts today.
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New Safety Limits for Asbestos

The Bealtb and Safety Commissiop 1s to iptroduce wuch tighter control
liaits for Asbestos from 1 Januaty 1963. Work 1s to be undertaken to identily
what furtber measufes Zas be takesn.

At 1ta wesiing op 26 August tda Commission decided that the limit for
ssbestos in geparal use (ehrysotile or vhire asbastos) should be balved to
] f/ml. 1Tbe lixit for smosits (brovo assdestos) will be quartered to 0.5 f/ml
and the strict cootrol limit for crocsidolite (blue assdestos) will be
majntained at irs curtrent level of 0.2 f/ml wbich effecrivaly rules out its
wse.

Altbougbh a great wmany workplaces ere Lkeeping exposure belon 1) £/xl
(chryseotile) & sigpificant oumber are oot yet doing so. 1f they caanot
introduce practical engiveering coutrols to meel the new limit by | January
1983 the work force will be required to wesr suitsble protective equipment.

The Corrission emphasises that these cootrol limits are bot sbsclutely
safe levels. They poted thst asssertions bad been made that there vas Bdev
medical evidecce adbout the affects of exposure to asbestos. They tberefore
cecided that a cetslled reviev of al) tbe medical evideoce to date sbould b=

uzoerteked by an internstionally recogrised wutbority ip this field.

Ip the sbort term tbey have ssked the Leputy Director Geveral of the
Eealth and Safaty Executive (Dr Duncas} to briog togetber & group of medical
experts to covsider whetber there bed beep apy subitsntial changes to wedical

kposledge since the Advisory Couzittee ot Asbestos prejsred 1t report.

The Comxzissiop also decided to set up & Vorking Crowp including doth
sides o©of idoustry, cbaired by & senior officer of the Beslth ane Ssfety
Executive, with the object of ddentitying end recommending apy furtber
weasures for the con:'tol of sxposure to asbestos dust that were pot coDaioered
practicable st the time of tbe ACA report. This would ipclude » Teviev of
present eDgibeer{pg controls apc systems of work. 4 rveviev will also be
commispicped to assess the adequacy and the problems of wearing suitable

/

Tespirstory protective equipment ané protective clething. MNorse
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The Commission will consider the reports of the Bofking Groups mot later
than August 1983 vhen they will take into account Recommencation 10 of the ACA
Firal Report which states “we recommend that legislation should be prepared
zaking cleax thng an over-ridipg requirement to reduce expzosure to ssbestos
dust to the minizum that 1s reasonably practicable should be applied™. The
Working Groups w111 bave considered the implications for fndustry of the pew
1tmit from 1 January 1563. 1f the reports indicate thar further acrion needs
to be takens on the question of control limits, the Comz{ssion will then
consider bow this should be dove.

The Comzissicn bas alresdy decided, at its meeting on 20 July 1682,

action to deal with s number of haxrards op asdestos. These gre:

(1) Tbe licersing of asbestos insulation contractcrs (cousidered by

the ACA to be a group at greatest risk).
(2) Tbe prohidition of spraying of asbestos.
(3) The prohibition of the use of asbestos iv insulation.

(4) The probhibition of the fpport, use and marketicg of crocidolite

and products containing it.

Io addition, ap Approved Code of Practice and Guidsnce Note omn “work
vith asbestos insulation snd asbestos coating”™ was published and cace into
effect ir October 19E).

Sivce 1580 efforts bave been made to achieve coczorn standards In the
European Comxzunity on tbhe =marketing and use of asbestos products anc the
protection of the workers 1o the asbestos industry. Progress bas not beenp as
fast a5 would have been wished. Nevertheless, the possibility of socse
agreement fs {p sight., 1In view of this the Coc=issiop decided on the presect

sction,

More/
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The Connilﬁion is egually copcerned about the pudblic exposure to the
hazards of asbestos. Eovever, most measurepents of asbestos levels outside
the workplace are already considerably below the new control liniti._ As the
- Adviseory Comnittee s3id referring to tbe public health risgk, “We conclude that
the presence of chrysotile contaiping small quantities of azphiboles is
unlikely to bave produced any material increase in the risk of lung cancer ino
the geperal population or any apprecisble number of cases of mesothelioca.

The same is certainly true of ssbestosis™.

The Cormission will use 4ts powers to ensure that exposure lirpits
generally repaip vell below the mew limit and pever exceed it.

Notes to Editors:

1. The tev control lizdits will ioplement Recommendatioms 14, 15 and 17 of
the Final Report ¢f the Advisory Comzittee on Asbestos.

2. The existipg control limits are based op guidaoce that was issued
following the bringing into effect of the Asbestos Regulations 1565. ‘

3. The Advisory Coczittee op Asbestos was set up in ray 1976, 1Its first
two reports, dJealinmg vwith thermal and acoustic ipsulation and wmethods of
Deasuirng sirborne asbestos, were published in June 1979. The Final Report of
the ACA was publishted in October 1979 and the ESC asked for comments. During
the copsultation period two EC draft Directives on asbestos were publishec.
The first, dealipg vith msrketing and use, wvas published in March 1550 anc the
second, oo the protection cof workers, in October 1SEC. At its wmeeting on 17
Februsry 1SE] the BSC considered comments received on the ACA's Fival Report.
It also had to take into sccount the proposed EC Directives and the need to
co-ordinate Uk apd European action on asbestos. The ESC advised the Secrerary
of State for Ezploymert on 7 April 1$E) oo the basis on which an attezpt
should be rmade to reach an agreement in the European Comsunity.

‘. The proposed regulations on licemsipg and prohiditicn follow the HSC's
cocsideration of responses to the Consvltative Docuzect on the “Asbestos
Insulation apd Coating Draft Regulations™, intended to  igplerent
Recormedstions 1, 2, 3 and S of the ACA's First Reporz, published in June
19&1.

5. A ststezept by the Chairman of the Comzission, kr Bill Sizpson, has been
issved today as Press Release T 19 : B2,
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