FILE NAME: Painters and Allied Trades (PAINT)

DATE: 1986 Sept

DOC#: PAINTO082

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: Article from Painters and Allied Trades
Journal



born with him; there is always work, and tools.

1o work withal for those

who will
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bécause they did not file their claims-
within the “staj:qte of l_imitations'.?

* that a person must file for compen-
" sation’. within' three  years of ex-.
~ posure to'a toxic substance. But
_.many diseases, like asbestosis, take -
- 10 or 20 years after first exposure -

. Pensation benefits,
The revision. to the New York

- . évery new’ claimant three years
- from the'.time the disease is
. diagnosed to file for compensation.
It also includes a “grandfather
. clause” to allow one yeat to file for
. persons . previously ineligible for
. ..., compensation under the old statute
- of Himitations: =~ -

- ELIGIBILITY FOR _~ -
"MANVILLE SETTLEMENT

- The change in the New York
 State Workers Compensation law
- also’ makes: asbestos-exposed
- workers eligible to share in the
~ Johns-Manville settlement, if they
. develop “ashestos-related disease.
ohns-Manville} a ‘major U.S.: sup-:

4

" UNFAIR STATUTE CHANGED -
The old statute of limitations said

- to develop. So, thousands of New
.- York workers with diseases caused

- by.work. with ashestos up to 30 .
. ~years ago were ineligible for com--. ..~ e
" pe Asbestas under the micros

. _:.Workers' Compensation law gives

_disease known 3s asbestosi

pany’s bankrup

change in. the

Workers Cornp

lier of ashestos and asbestos pro- |

created to provide-mon ,
awards for eligible workers suffer-

ment made  many - New:-
-workers ineligible for settlements.
that rightfully were their due. The.
New' York: State | ! -

$"of | deadline pa
limitations rem¢ oW is’

ducé%s, '&e‘clared bankruptcy in tﬁé’
early . 80’s - because : of . ‘ashestos-

.

disease_ claims’ made: by workers
against them: As part’of thé com-

tey plan, a fund was

ing from asbestos related diseases."
But under the plan, a worker had to
be eligible for compensation under
the state’s compensation law before
they could share in’ the Johns-
Manville settlement, This require--

York

onetary-

. rightful compensation: But v
\Who' now.” have: asbesto related
" diseasé have only one year to make .
- their ‘claims. ™ ‘
.- ONE YEAR DEADLINE:

- NOW IS THE TIME-TO’ ACT
- The International urges sny I8
'PAT member in the state of New
*York who: s+ cuirently uffering
- from an asbestos related disease, or
with a’ history' of expostre to °
asbestos; to immediately contact a
'qualiﬁed'bccupatiohalphy‘Sicia'.nfb;ﬁd
" a competent compensation attorney
‘o make application for benefits, if
_eligible, - before “the "one.: ye
i sses

'Now




- William A. Duval, “especially if you "
were previously denied a compensa-
tion ‘claim for asbestos related
diseasg due to the New York State
Workers Compensation statute of
limitations.” =~ .

“You only have ‘one year from’
July 24, 1986, to make your claim.
If you presently suffer from an
asbestos related disease and fail to
make a claim in this one year grace
petiod, then the charice to be com-
‘pensated for your disease is pro-
bably lost forever.” . o
" The International hopes that IB-
PAT members who ‘are unable to
find competent compensation at-
torneys or - qualified - occupational
physicians ‘will not ‘just give up
fighting for what is their jiist due.
According ‘to’ General President
Duval, two things'can be done.
- £ First, - check -with .your: local -
. union -business Trepresentative "
before giving up on compensation.

phasizes IBPAT Géneral President

Made arrangements to help mem-
bers contact compensation special-
ists to handle member needs.

- “Second, if your local union does
‘ot have access to qualified occupa-
tional physicians or competent com-
pensation attorneys, then write to
the International, e/o General Presi-
dent William A. Duval. An effort
will be made to locate attorneys and
physicians for you, ’

" #We can make no guarantees,
‘and ‘the choice of attorneys and
physicians is completely up to you.
‘But if we can help our members to
get compensation that is rightfully
due, that’s what we want to do.”

A WIN FOR ALL NY WORKERS
' IBPAT Locals and Coungils in
‘New York have lobbied hard over

| the past three years to improve

:workers compensation in the state.
'They havé lobbied state represen-
tatives and senators and have con-

.. Mény. IBPAT Locsls have already d

ucted letter- writing ‘and - fact-

. on articles published in

compensate orkers wit,

disease that had fall
cracks,” noted Dy

4
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York newspapers. '
business’ forces w
sacrifice the welfar
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