District Impector of Hipes,
KoL EERIALD.

mMines pepartment,

Kalgoorlie. JHeR, /NI
1%
Ex CT22 Mhiyniod

dr, A. Ibdotson,

30th November, 1964

e e
1

Dear 8ir,

Asbegtos Dust
Dr. Letham peferred to me your guery regarding

- the use of ssbestos mine tainnge ror road snri‘acing
. around Marble Bar, ) T

This prectioe must ceases, The use of
asbestos mine tallings for purpoees where the general
publie- may be exposed cannot be permttted.

if you have any ditﬁeulty in stopping the
shire council, let me know and action can probvadly .
be taken under the Healih Aect,

This natter is monant and I would be grate-
ful for word from you that the practice has cessed,

‘Thank you for &rswing sttention to it,

Details in regard to the fidre/size s quartz
content will be obitaiped snd a copy sent to you later,

Reganrds,

Yours faithully,

Je HoRulty
CHFST PHYSICIAN

PLAINTIFF’'S
EXHIBIT

; (0722 -0




H. MAYNARD RENNIE
F.R.C.P. (LOND.) . F.R.A.C.P.

i 4 P.u1 XL 2540
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MACQUARIE CHAMBERS.
183 MACQUARIE STREET.
SYDNEY



e e et e

v .

s ;c'

I
H

L

"

k)

[paTes |

!‘-.’. _']

Y

{.

foxd

r:;y-n. I
RN

o

e

l .
o

-

4 _ 8th November 1061

Dr. H, Maynard Reanfe,
Macquarie Chambers,
183 Macquarie Street,
SYDREY . N.S.Y.

Dear Ted, , ) 1y L

A very brief note as I am just in Perth sfter three weeks'
holiday, Thank you for your letter of 30tk October encleaing your reply
to Don Letham, I also have copies from McNulty of your letter to him of

» 20th September and his letter to you of 25th October, I am very glad
/27 4indeed that steps are being taken in this yery serious mstter.
) : /Lo

My seoretery this morning ahoué{-a a note from last Ssturday's’
paper (4th November) which reads: "Dr. K.L. Sutkerland, directer of ,"'.'/ 9?
research of the Colonial Sugar Refining Co., of Sydmey, is visiting this
State and will study the blue asbestos industry om & visit to VWittencom
Gorge mine.?. My presumption would be that Dr. Satherland is a Dector of
Science rather than of Medicine but I would be glad of information on this
point and alse a note ss to vhether you would like me to do anything for
the gentleman while he is here,

Yith best regards,




F.R.C.P. {(LOND.}. F.R.A.C.P,
Maca R
) UA IE CHAMBERS.

183 M
TELEsnONE: BW 7719 ACQUARIE STREET.
(Areie & p.ud XL 2%40 SYDNEY

v

B

10th November, 1961.

BT

Dr. Bruce Hunt,
37 0rd Str. i
WEST PERTH. -

v
Dear Bruce, |
/ v
Many thanks for your note of 6th November.

Dr. K.L. Sutherland is a Doctor of Science as
you surmige and he was already on the point of
departure from Perth when I received your letter.’
He is due in Sydney on Monday next and Y will get
in tonch and gee what goes on.

I will let you know if there are any
immediate developments.

Warmest regsrds,

Yours sincerely,




FRG

TING 8TH JANUARY, 1962 . I 'S
OFFICE., MINES DEPARTMENT, PERTH.

Present: Mr. Brisbesne, State Mining
Engineer.
Mr. Boylan, Chief Mines Inspector.
Dr. MeNulty, Chest Physieian,
EKalgoorlie Chest Clinice.
Mr. Thomas, Mansger, Australisn Blue
Asbestos. : -
Dr. Letham, ©Physician, Oceupational
Healthe. T

' Dust counts were reviewed. Those in:theimine showed
considerable improvement and Mr. Boylan expressedigeneral .
satisfaction with the imprevement of conditions in the :mine.
High counts still prevailed in the =mill; & recent:vislit had
been made by & representative of Gregorys and Co., Sydneye.
It 18 the intention of this Company to ssek further inform-
ation on a form of stocking filtration which has been -
developed in America. This, apparently, is of exceedingly
fine mesh and will trap the fine particles which are a&
problem in the mill at present. Mr. Thomas sald that Aust-
relian Blue Asbestos is prepared, 1if necessary, to¢ pull out
the existing exhaust system in the mill and entirely replace
it, virtually regardless of cost. He stated also that there
are five employees from Hart & Co., Perth, at present con-
tinuously employed on the duet work in the mill in an all-
out effort to improve conditions in the existing plant. -

A further meeting will be held about July er August
by which time it is hoped that the ventilation in the miil

will be satisfactorye.

AL oo .

(D.D. Letham)
PHYSICIAN
oC TTO TH.

DDL/CT
25th January, 1962.



F.R.C.P, (LOND.) F.R,A.C.P.

MACQUARIE  CHAMEERS.
g' PKONE: BW 7711 183 MACQUARIE STREET.
(rzn 4 r.u.) XL 2540 SYDNEY

26th November, »1962.

Dr. J. McNulty,
Sheat Physician,

Distrid Hospital,
KATGOORLIE W.A.

Dear Dr. McYulty,

A little over a yesr 820 we hsd some correspondence
concerning the health of workers employed by Australian
Blue Asbestos.

I ‘understand that the Company has made some further
elterations to allow for the Aust prohlem and 1 am anxious
to ¥now whether youn hsve sny fnrther views on the matter.

Wonld vou ke cood enonsh to bring me up to dste?

Yours sincerely,

4/-—-"”’/

”~

H. MAYNARD RENNIE

N o SN
M LR L AN N e S
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Ficthe 1L

lung, but none of the classical showers of fine metallic
crepitations associated with asbestosis. An X-ray film of
the chest showed extensive pleural thickening threughout
the left hemithcrax and a left lateral view showed a
well-defined shadow profecting inwards from the anterior
chest wall, The heart was displaced slightly towards the
right. The right lung was normal. The hzmoglobin value
was 123 grammes per 100 ml., the red and white cells
were normal and the erythrocyte sedimentation rate was
125 mm. in one hour, The sputum contained asbestos
bodies. An attempted aspiration of fluid from-the left
side of the chest was unsuccessful and a pleural biopsy.
performed by Mr. F. J. Clark, produced a thickened,
white, rubbery specimen, which was reported to be a
malignant pleural mesothelioma.

Treatment with thiotepa was commenced and continned
until the patient died in June, 1961.

Autopsy Findings
The only relevant autopsy findings were in the left
hemithorax and there was no obvious primary or secon-
dary tumour in the right lung or the abdomen. The left
lung was grossly compressed and completely enveloped
in the thickened, rubbery, adherent pleura.

The pathologist (Dr. J. Stirrat) reported as follows.

The specimen consists of two wedges of material
11 X 4 x 3 and 7 X 6§ ¥ 4 cms. The larger portion of
tissue consists of a portion of spongy grey-brown lung
tissue covered by the thick firm pleura measuring
4« M3, in thlckiess {Figure I). The smaller purtion
of tissue is spongy grey-brown lung with o smooth
pleural surface in which there is one small grey-
black nodule. Microscopic: Sections show a poorly
differentiated malignant tumour infiltrating the pleura
and adjacent lung tissue This tumour consists of
pleomorphic cells which tend to line spaces and form
small knots and pseudotubular structures: in some
instances the space Hning cells are flattened or low
cuboidal in type, mitoses are present, ‘but are not
numerous. There is a marked flbrous tissue Stromal
increase in the pleura (Figure II).!

In addition to the tumour, there is a nodular hiyaline
fibrosis in the lung showing the whorling around light
brown erystailne deposits, characteristic of silicosis
[Figure III] together with & more Qiffuse interstitial
fibrosis of the lung with asbestos bodies in considerable
numbers distributed in this fibrous stroma [Figure IV].
Lastly there i{s an acute bronchopneumonia present.

The malignant Jesion is a pleural mesothelioma as
previously diagnosed by pleural biopsy. This Is super-
imposed on a lung showing the combined picture of
silicosis. asbestosis and a terminal bronchopneumonia.

" Fieune 111, e e

Fleime 1V, LV

Diagnesis: Pleura — pleural  mesothelioma;
asbhestosiz  wmd  silicusis — bronchopneumonia.
Discussion ;
There appears to be a relationship between exposure
to blue asbestos and the development of the pleural meso-
thelioma in this case. Pleural mesotheliomas are very
rare tumours and delails are known of only three cases
in Western Australia. Asbestosis has, regrettably, become
less rare, but there are less than 40 known cases in the
State. The relatively short period of exposure to blue
asbestos dust confirms an impression received from
Wagner et alii (1960, 1961) that these tumours may arise
after transitory exposire to crocidolite in susceptible
persons. '
Experience in Western Australia certainly confirms
that blue asbestos is 2 very harmtful and lethal fibre. The
dust is one that wrgently requires further experimental
study {(Barnes, 1961). The inferval between exposure
and the development of the tumour is much shorter than
has been previously reported. This also applies to the
interval between exposure to blue asbestos and the
development of asbestosis in this State, which in’ one
instance was less than four years. ]
The surface gold mining in which the patient was
engaged may have contributed to the silicosis which was
present, but silicosis is rarely found in Western

Australian gold miners with only 10 years' surface mining
experience,

Lung —

Summary
A case is reported of malignant pleural mesothelioma
in an asbestos worker suffering from asbestosis and sili-
cosis after two years' work in a blue asbestos miil 10
years previously. -
: Acknowledgements
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Reprinted from 7he Medical Journal of Ausivalia, December 15, 1962,

MALIGNANT PLEURAL MESOTHELIOMA IN AN
ASBESTOS WORKER

J. C. M¢Nurry, M.B., B.Ch.,, B.A.O.
Chest Physician, Kalgoorlie District Hospital, Kelgoorlie,
Western Australic

B1LUE AspesTOS has been mined in Western Australia
since about 1946, and with increased productfon over
the last 10 ycars, dust control and suppression have becn
serious problems. The asbestos vein lies in a rock body
which js mainly quartzite. A number of men have
developed asbestosis, siflicosis and a mixed type of
pneumoconiosis containing elements of both.

The blue asbestos fibre is crocidolite, and Wagner et
elii (1960, 1961) suggested the probable .relationship
between exposure to this fibrous mineral and the occur-
rence of diffuse pleural mesothelioma. The pathological
evidence for the association of these tumours with asbestos
exposure was not conclusive; in only eight of 33 cases
was evidence of asbestosis present, However, with one
exception, there was circumstantial evidence of at least
transitory asbestos exposure. In their serfes the meso-
thelioma occurred 20 to 40 years after the exposure to
dust. Most authors stress the long interval between
exposure to asbestos dust and the development of asbes-
tosis, and theories of the pathogenesis of the disease have
been based on this long interval and its effect on the
asbestos body (Heard and Williams, 1961).

The tollowing is believed to be the first case of pleural

mesothelioma reported in an asbestos worker outside
South Africa.

Clinical Record

A white male worker, born in 1913, now employed as
g labourer, had been a surface gold miner from 1937 to
1946 and a mill worker in an esbestos mine from 1948 to
1950, He had also been an occasional prospector for gold.
On December 13, 1359, he was referred to the chest clinic
for radiological examination of the chest. The X-ray film
showed what appeared to be & small left-sided pleural
effusion, but the patient refused to attend the hospital

for a report or a clinical examination, and returned to
the “bush”,

Ficure I

On October 25, 1960, he was referred again to the chest
clinic for examination. He had had some loss of weight,
malaise, cough, moderate dyspnea on exertion and heavy
night sweats. He looked 11l and wasted, and had early
finger clubbing, diminished air eatry to the lumgs and
a dull percussion note over the left side of the chest.

There wea a few crepitations at the base of the left

/>
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DISTRICT HOSPITAL

JMcN :RM Date..........6th February.,.1963.......

D!‘. BQ Hunt’
37 Ord Street,
WEST PERTH : W.A.

Dear Dr. Hunt,

I wag very pleased to see that you had returned to ‘

practxce and hope that your health 19 fully restored.

Dr. Rennie still writes to me about Wittenoom but
conditions are still bad. A 50 year 0ld man who commenced
work in the mill in 1954 and ceased -in 1959 died of Cor Pulmonale
dué to pulmonary as‘bestosia in 1962,

Enclosed is ‘a reprint which might interest you.
With kind regards, Sir,

sincerely,

J. McNulty
CHEST PHYSICIANW

/>




o 4 H. MAYNARD RENNIE
.._,1 Q TF.R.C.P, (x.o::) F.R.A.C.P. MACQUARIE CHAMBERS.
183 MACQUAR
TELEPHONE: BW Y71t IE STReeT,
(AFTER 4 P.x.} XL 2340 SYDNEY

13th Jenunary, 1962,

N~ 1 ¢ Y
Syl Je M
Tl wiat W
. hen. A W ..

S

T2 TT, Wi,

0
3

Chamlt vou verr much Tox o letter of the 10th December

fanroTen

sutrnoriinary se

tshich ma-
e

~nravencnt follasing the
=ax e oot enoush te let me Vnow

: Fharrt thie cdpn aal fe faveadias §

mlsre #iven in rour letter
I ezn to heln for T teoo gn

Yours sincerely,




Bi.l

/'.7

KALGOORLIE,
JMeN sRM 6th February, 1963,

Dr, H.M., Rennie,
Macquarie Chambers,
183 Macquarie Street,
SYDNEY : NeS.W.

Dear Dr. Rennie, y /g{ '

Thank you for your continuing interest in our asbestos
problem, '

Unfortunately the latest inspection of the ‘mine and mill
at Augtralian Blue Asbestos suggests that I may have been too
sanguine in my last letter, The Mines Department Inspector
reported to me that the mill was dirtier than ever, Despite a
reduced ore production from the mine, a higher rate of fibre
extraction has been achieved at the expense of hirher dust
concentrations., Is it to be-wondered that this cynical attitude
towards their workers' health makes me doubt the Company's good
f’aith. ‘

Enclosed is a reprint which might interest you, Also
enclosed are coples of letters concerning a man born 1910 who was
unfortunate enough to be employed in the mill by Australien Blue
Asbestos from 1954 to 1959. Such rapidly progressive disease is
uncommon in the literaturs of industrial chest disease and confirms
the fearful hazard to which the workers are exposed,

Yours faithfully,

Je McNulty
CHEST ICI
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. Hayoard Renntie, Esq.y F.R.C,P.,
183, m«;'mn'i; 3&8‘00%,
SYBEEY 200 JaB,¥s

”’Mm;

X atarted work & veek eor twe .
recoived s letter from Dr. mly our: 4t £y

qnaull bed. - &&wmuﬁtm"'
and ceased £ 1650 died of Cor Falasasle .
1083", Alse ysw probedly saw NoSultyts artigle in the N.J.
Decombor 1002 ecncerning the patieat with the ialigasnt plnpal:
jems follovicg ashestesin, I4 does scem thad Abere in alill 2v4
able sad ouargatic Reante to do sowe 1ife~ssving work fa iMs =

I am devisisg all oarte of techaniqmes te ds the Sesk
of =y vork with et hoad ~ (e lofh hand is I sm afretd perwe
nasless ~ dut find it all mether fatiguing asd wvery $dme~
hntt&ink!mwslﬁ:m“p&mhﬂw
¥arch. The cost weuld be wery comsideyalle, ss ‘
with & shaperna shich of sowrwe doubdles all.

m
mmmmiﬂnawtmddtmiw
slqgtoﬂum
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" have written directly to Dr, Rennfo and I enclose & oepy of thll

Dr, J. mlty,
District Hospitsl,

KALGOORLIE .0 W.d.
Pear Dr. McNulty,

Thenk you for your letter of 6th February. I am indec
professional work again but I sm afraid that “fully reatored".
really aa acourate description of my current physical -stats beoa
recoversd no power at all ia the left upper extresity and wi
left leg will only enable me to ahmffle soms 20 or 30 yarl
vould be too dull mot %o trytodow\rotkstdl ‘snd as
out of hospital for 6 weeks I thought I would. try omi-' -

Thank you
Yo ahall obvicusly have to keep om hammering atd et any time that T=
think I ean be of assistance in thie mtar r snsn do q}ost_h_»

co~operate.
¥ith Lindest regerds, _ : T
I am yours very sincerely,




. . T : —.
w/‘) F.RC.P. (LOND.) F.R.A.C.P.
pod

TELErNONE: BW 7711
(ArTer 4 r.a.) XL 2840

Thant
Fatruery, 1963, with enclosures.
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I -n verr intere

Miam B INARU KKENNIE

MACQUARIE CHAMBERS,
183 MACQUARIR STREET.
SYDNEY

11th February, 1963.

Are Jo MeMelty,
Distriet Yogritol,

b
; s
/
you very much 6or.yoor letter of the 6th

sraated ~n? mapt conecerned to ¥now

ite o a n'nber of chances in both the mine end
tterosn the Yines Deprriment inspector reports

1Y ia diriier then ever. .

Ionld it ke no-zikle Tor vou to »sk Dr. Letham to
write to ~e evrressirs hir current orinion on the position
et ke ming omd A1 cn thet T mar be folly informed for

s o nrom-t to the Nempenyt

ap~are rou -t I will do -7y best to get som
~etion In this motter.

kird vewaris,

Yours sincerely,

G/VJ
B

H. MAYNARD REMNIE




3 H. MAYNARD RENNIE ~

ik F.R.Cop, ) FLRACP, L
| (Q T (Lone-) KR MACQUARIE  CHAMBERS, /
T TeiErHONE: BW 7711 183 MACQUARIE STREET.
(ArTER 4 P.%.) XL 28540 SYDNEY

25th February, 1963.

Dr. Bruce Hunt,
37 Ord Street,

WEST P « Y.A.

¢
Dear Bruce, / !

Meny thanks for your note of the 2lst February. I am deeply
distressed to know that you cannot mske it to the Counecil Meeting
but I fully appreciste the reasons that you have given. We are

all very sad sbout this and shall migs you greatly. . -

.. Re Wittenoom ~ I fully agree that there is need for further
action to be taken . It is-shout a year aga now when I first took
this matter up with the Company and they claimed that -they had ‘
made quite a number of glterations which should prove helpful in
golving the problem. At that point in time 4t vas not,therefore,

" pogsible to do more than to place all the bitter facts before them,
which I did. However , I have initiated this later move by writing
to Maiulty and elso asking him to get a current report from Letham
on the position so that I may approach the Compeny again. I gather
that the conditions are, in fmct, worse than they were and this giv
me & tremendous pulles I will let you know what goes om.

THL)

e
te

Warmegt greetings,

Yours sincerely,
e

H. MAYNARD RENNIE
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