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Within the law

E£Y
Lethal levels of chemical pollution have
caused the death of 10000 sea birda
washed up in the Irish Sea over the past
two mo:&l The chemicaly, derived }r’o‘n
chlorine and known as PCBs, are used
in plastica, paints and commetics and tum
up in many induwtrial effluents The
aormal concentration of PCB: in wmoat
animal life is around ten parts in a miffion
but conceptrations twenty times as
are being found in the dead birds. Y
‘it is pot pousible to point 10 any accidental
or illegal dumping of the chemical that
could explain deaths like it explained
the death of fith in the Rhine. It seems
that the pollution has built up entisly
within the framework of the law. '
The royal commission to look into the
ﬁﬂuﬁ% of the environment, which the
inie ‘Minister snnounced on ‘Thurslay, |
will concemn itself with how far the law
shoyld be changed, snd like all
commissions, is likely to take its tima.
more immediate isue is whether
exuting law is being enforced as wall a2
i t. The answer is almost cermamly
that it is not, Twalve different ta
st present dabble in the subjecs ; the most
, bnportant of thera, coming under the asgis
of the Minisry of Housing and Loaal,
Government, being the river authorities.
Almost all the 4500 niillion galioes ef;
“water that azre daily polluted by domestic
or ‘industrial we pour into rivers and vidal,
waters. And_ the. law leaves it o each’
authority to decide wuat levels of pollution.
it will aliow. Thera are 29 river
suthorities ; they all act independeatly, '

are all subject to local pressures, and o far

have been tlow 10 use anything like the
full powers given to them under the Clean
Rivers Act of 1961, Some even complain
that the equipment needed to measure the
chenucals in thewr water it wWo expersive to
bagy. So the situation could be even worse
than we suspect, This is where some action
is going to be expected of Mr .Anthogy
Crosland’s new ministry ; he is alresdy
setting up two advisory panels, aog for
farm chemicals in the post-DDT era and
another for noise.
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