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Within the law
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Lethal lev«li of chemical pollution have 
cauied the death of 10,000 tea birdi 
washed up in the Irish Sea over the put 
two montkf. The chemicals, derived front 
chlorine and known at PCBt, are used 
in plastics, pa bis and cosmetics and turn 
up b many industrial effluents The 
normal concentration of PCBi b most 
animal life is around ten pens in a mSBdn 
but concentrations twenty times as high 
are being found in the dud birds. Sadly, 
it is not possible to point to any accidental 
or illegal dumping of the chemical that 
could explain tne deaths like it explained 
the death of fish b the Rhine. It seems 
that the pollution hu built up entistly 
within the framework of the law. 1 ■— 

The royal commission to look into the 
.pollution of the environment, which the 
Prbte Minister announced on -Tbetradsy, I 
will concern itself with how far the law 
should be changed, and like all royal 
commissions, is likely to take its time. Tat y 
more immediate issue is whether the-7 
existing law is being enforced as wall as 
U might. The answer is almost certainly 
that it a not, Twelve different departments 
at present dabble in the subject; the most 

, important of them, corning under the aegis 
of the Ministry of Housing and Load, 
Government, being tbe river authorities. 
Almost all the ^500 million gallons afj 
’water that are daily polluted by domestic 
or industrial use pour into riven and tidal, 
waters.- And, the- law leaves k to each'
authority to decide wnat levels of pollution, 
it will allow. Them are eg rim 
authorities; they all act independently,' 
are all subject to local pressures, and so far 
have been slow to use anything like tbe 
full powers given to them under the Clean 
Rivers Act of 1961, Some even complain 
that the equipment needed to measure the 
chemicals In their water it too expensive to 
buy. So the situation could be even worse 
than we suspect, This it where some action 
is going to be expected of Mr Anthooy 
Crotland t new ministry ; he is already 
setting up two advisory panels, on* for 
farm chemicals in the post-DDT era and 
another for noise.
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AfONSANTO CHEMICALS whose Newport works 
~x Is Europe’s sole producer of the chemical PCB 
—trews of which have beta found in hundreds of 
dead sea birds washed up oa the north-west coast— 
claimed today that their own tests had shows the 
Substance was “ apt Jklfhlx toxle.**,. - .- - .. J t ' ‘ ; r ' •^ -■>*headHB p^.» 1 ** lllpl’1 ■ ' - ' * 1 '*" 1 ” "A . company - spokesman J 

said the information had 
been obtained durian a re­
search proeramme to de­
termine the biological 
effects of deliberate -doses 
oa various forms of wild- 
*"# including Bsh. 1
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