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Rakesh Madan 15th April, 198IB-100 Greater Kailash I, 
New Delhi 110048,
India.

Dear Rakesh Madan,

Barry Castleman has written to me suggesting that you could 
write us an account of your visit to the Hindustan Perodo 
plant. I presume you know the background to the tale so 
far, but I enclose copies of New Scientist with Barry's 
original article and the subsequent correspondence, as well 
as a further letter we have received direct from the General 
Manager of the company.

I would like you to write a maximum of 1000 words (for which 
we can offer £80). I do not yet know what form the finished 
piece would take,. so I suggest you write assuming that it 
will be a news story - i.e. as concisely as possible with as 
much eye-witness account as possible. Would you be willing 
to let us use your name over the piece?

We would appreciate the article as soon as possible since 
the sooner it appears, the more people will remember the 
original article and correspondence. I hope you can undertake 
the article for us and look forward to seeing it.

Yours sincerely,

Lawrence McGinty 
News Editor.

Enc.
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h i c h a e l  Kenward,
The E d i t o r ,
New S c i e n t i s t ,
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Dear S i r ,

Ue have been r a t h e r  a s to n is h e d  to  read  Mr. B a r r y  C a s t le m a n 's  
a r t i c l e  on our U n i t  S h re e  D i g v i j a y  Cement F a c to r y  (A sb es to s
n e ° 9 ^ K S r  i U1S1Dn\ a t , D i9 V i j a y n a 9 a r » Ahmedabad in  you r i s s u e  o f  26 th  F e b ru a r y ,  1981 under head ing  'D o u b le  S ta n d a rd s  
Asbestos  in  In d ia  . To the  b e s t  of o u r  know ledge, n e i t h e r  

r .  B a r r y  C ast lem an  no r any a u th o r i s e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f 
you r j o u r n a l  v i s i t e d  our p l a n t .

The a l l e g a t i o n s  made in  th e  r e p o r t  a r e  f a r  from t r u t h .  As 
an em p loye r ,  we a r e  co n sc iou s  of i n d u s t r i a l  h yg ien e  and 
we p ro v id e  ad eq u a te  w ork ing  c o n d i t io n s  to  s a fe g u a rd  h e a l t h  
o f our com m unity. The Company has p ro v id e d  in  th e  f a c t o r y  
e x p e n s iv e  D ust E x t r a c t i o n  equ ipm ents . B e s id e s  t h i s ,  s e v e r a l  
o^her m easures have been tak e n  and a r e  a l s o  in  the  n r n r c w  
° f  im p le m e n ta t io n  and we f e e l  t  h a t ’ t h e  c md i t  i o n ^ d  e s l; r ibTd 
by you a r e  r a t h e r  im a g in a r y .

U o rke rs  a r e  p e r i o d i c a l l y  examined by D o c to rs  and d u r in g  
18 y e a r s  o f  o u r  o p e r a t io n ,  we have  h a r d ly  found a c a s e . as 
a la r m in £  _an^ s e n o u s  as m a g n if ie d  i n yo u r  a r t i c l e , which, can 
be a t t r i b u t e d  t o  th e  w ork ing  c o n d i t io n s  in  our p la n t .
L o c a l  Go vernm ent F a c to  ry I n s p e c t o r s ,  O f f i c i a l s  and D o c to rs
?Hr i Td^ a l l o y i s l t  our P l a n t  to  check w hether we co n p ly  w ith  
the  In d ia n  R u le s  & R e g u la t io n s  or n o t .  T h e re fo re ,  su ch  an 
a r t i c l e  m  a magazine l i k e  you rs  has no t  on ly  e s tran g e d  our 
f e e i i n g s  and t h a t  o f  th e  e n t i r e  In d ia n  Asbestos  I n d u s t r y ,
D U  L hfll/p a l c n  r4-»=s 1 1 r*,r-w-i +- u _  _  . . a. i______i. • _  . ^ •h ave  a l s o  ch a llen g ed  t h e l u t h e n i i c i t y ^ n o r m s ,  " ru lf f i^ a n d  

■ iM*** r e g u la t io n s  of S t a t e  and C e n t r a l  Government o f  I n d ia .
You w i l l  p l e a s e  a p p r e c ia t e  t h a t  im provem ent i n  any In d u s t r y  
i s  a co n t in u o u s  p ro c e s s ,  and we a r e  q u i t e  a l i v e  and consc iou s  
of our r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  in  im p lem en ting  in n o v a t io n s  and im pro ­
vements f o r  t h e  b e t te rm e n t  o f th e  workmen and community.
Ue a r e  s u r p r i s e d  t h a t  w ith o u t 'ta k in g  th e  t r o u b l e  to  a t l e a s t  

^check w i th  us th e  t r u t h ,  such1 w i ld  a l l e g a t i o n s  cou ld  be made 
( .a g a in s t  us and a m is le a d in g  a r t  i c l  e sh ould f in d  a p la c e  and 

p a tro n ag e  by a m agazine l i k e  y o u r s .  We must s a y ,  you have been 
more than u n f a i r  to  us, n / s . Jo h n s  r t a n v i l l  e, U .S .A ,  our C o l l a ­
b o r a to r s  and to t h e  e n t i r e  A sbestos  In d u s t r y  in  g e n e r a l ,  and 
to  I n d ia  in  p a r t i c u l a r .
'h a n k in g  you, Yours f a i t h f u l l y ,

f o r  S h re e  D ig v i j a y  Cement C o .L td .

( S . R . b h a .j d a r i ) _ 
GEN.MANAGER. " . -
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