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plastics Component | May Cause Cancer
MIDLAND, Mich. (AP) - 

Dow Chemical Co. odd Tuesday 
it has reported to federal agen­
cies that a second basic compo­
nent of plastics may be a cancer 
agent '
. The company said that prriim- 
inary reports by the Bulan «d- 
entist woo first Mortified vinyl 
chloride as an agent of hvcr can­
cer show that vhqdidine chlo­
ride, nsed with vinyl chloride In 
Dow plants to produce a basic 
plastic resin, has produced can­
cer in rats.

"I cant emphasise storey

Dr. K.V. Rowe, Dow re­
search sdatist and toxicologist 

FVom the basis of the preSrai- 
nary information, Dow notified 
the Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration, Envi­
ronmental Protection Agency, 
Food and Drug Administration, 
industrial customers and affect­
ed Dow workers.

Dow did not indicate how 
many workers were involved. 
Vlnytidtoe chloride is made at 
Dow plants in Freeport, Tea., 
and Flaquemine, La., and nsed 
for the manufacture of plastic

%

wrapping paper and other goods 
at Dow’s Midland plant 

Rowe called toe report “an 
alert rather than an established 
fact” He said Dow scientists 
now in Italy espect to seek con­
firmation of toe experiments
IDtS WOOL *

The study was conducted by 
Dr. PX. viola, « professor of 
medicine In Rome

a
 concentrations of toe 
liquid woe exposed to 
rats. Viola reported develop­
ment of reticulum cell sarcoma 

—or cancer developing in intes­
tinal supportive tissue—in the 
test animals.

"TMs is a very normalfr oc­
curring cancer, particularly to 
the kinds of rats he (Viola) was 
using,’’ Rowe said.
■ The cell irregularity Is “quite 
at variance” with angiosarcoma, 
the rare liver cancer linked with 
vinyl chloride to toe deaths of 
U.& chemical industry workers 
exposed to the gas, Rowe said.

Rowe laid Dow researchers 
have completed six months of a 
twoyear experiment to which 
tats are exposed to vinylidine 
chloride. Dow has found do toxic 
effects as yet, he added.
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