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) Prehmmary findings of the

gram are begmmng to come
 into our Brotherhood’s Head-.
- quarters in Washington, D.C. -
" - General President S. Frank
Raftery has said that a complete
- medical profile of the members
.. tested will be ready by mid--
- 1975. :
.The 23d General Convention
in Los Angeles was the site of
the kickoff of the Brotherhood's
most extensive and ambitious
safety and health programinits
history. Results of tests made
‘there are now being studied.
. General President Raftery at
e the time tofd Convention dele-
’ ‘ gates that the coming years
will be the “decade of job
safety.” Also present at the
convention was Dr. Irving J.
Selikoff, the nation's leading
authority on environmental
medicine, and Director of
Environmental Medicine at Mt.
" Sinai School of Medlcme m
New York.

findings—yet to be verified
by further testing throughout

hood members may be exposed
to very hazardous solvents.
The results of the tests taken
in Los Angefes and of future
tests to be taken at from 15 to
20 locations will indicate the
health areas of greatest interest
to IBPAT heaith and safety
specialists. )
. Moreover, as the mobile test
, unit travels throughout the U.S.
: ) * and Canada, the tests will be

o refined to focus on areas of

IBPAT mobile van testing pro- -

Accordmg to prehmmary .test,

the,U.S. and Canada—Brother- -

. ummed:ate concern to the mem-

bership...

Contmued testmg is nmpu--' :
tant, for as President Raftery
has'said, IBPAT members

_ consistently rank among the top

five constructich trades in the
average number of worker's
compensation awards they
receive. Painters and allied
tradesmen consistently face
many work-related health haz-
ards, whether working with
compounds found in paint,
varnish, solvents and exotic
coatings, or with such materials
as gypsum board. IBPAT mem-
bers also work often in extremely
dangerous places—atop sky-
scrapers or on bridges.

“With us, safety is not a
one-shot deal,” General Presi-
dent Raftery has said, and

he-points to IBPAT efforts on

behalf of health and safety
which go back:to the years the
union worked hard supporting
passage of the Occupatlonal
Safety and Healthi' Act: The bill
was finally paésed by Congress
in 1970 and went into effect in
1971. The Occupational Safety
and Health Adhinistration is
the U.S. Department of Labor

agency charged with  overseeing -

heaith and safety on job sites.
The mobile diagnostic van,
from which initial test results
are now coming in, is a coopera-
tive effort of IBPAT and the
National Institute for Occupa-
tiona! Safety and Heaith
{NIOSH), which contracted with
the Mt. Sinai School of
Medicine to operate the van.
Following its “test” run during
the Convention, the van is now
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,by screenmg IBPAT memba
in 15 t0 20 locations.
. About 800 members ar
be tested during this phas
the program, which wili b
the clinical survey phase of: e
program. in addilion to theg
long clinical survey, there
be a mortality study and’
. industrial hygiene survey

$98,800 by NIOSH—will takgs
about a year, says Dr. Seliko{f)
He said that members are
being tested for, among othe
things, exposure to tltamum

i Tolc;io, Ohio. The. van '3

The first phase—funded fg

located at the Union He
Center there and will con

members  from ° Janua
through February 1.

The second city on the vd
schedule will. be St. Louis;;
where it will examine membg
from February 22 through Mat
1. Local officials will provi
IBPAT. members in both ar€
with further details. 274
The locations of future mob;

ey



bestos, silica, wood dust,
'nd polyvmyl chloride.

us findings of cancer

is of the liver among
‘exposed to polyvinyl

, @ comparatively new
ance, illustrates the need
inuous studies.
chloride is just one

‘a seemingly harmless
Is doing insidious dam-
ur health,” he said.
posure to low-level agents
'Calise chronic iliness, and
t of these ilinesses
fnot noticed. Therefore,
nrecognized, un-
Nied and uncompensated.
ears, attention has
n accidents, on what you
giibee happen, the loss of an
i g, an eye, and the
life,”. General President
: as said. s .
AL we are concentrating
W.is what you cannot see,
' ls that the microscope
Ures and the iaboratory
S.. The harmiul effects
‘chemicals can be
sastrous, just as dis-
1ust as permanent, and
4Ust as certain.
Want to put a stop to

 Presideit Raftery has notec

all thxs nonsense., We want to A
search ouf those dangerous
areas and remove them " he
said.. |

As for the moblle van, General

that the van's tests constitute
a thorough health screening,
covering every phase of an
individual's pealth record.’
Results of the tests are being
passed back to members so
that they can be kept on record
by the member's physician.
The member will be alerted
to any condition which he or she
should bring to the attention of
a doctor. The team of health
specialists manning the van
will release information only with
the written permission of the
member, so all records are
protected by confidentiality.
In order to evaluate the work
surroundings of IBPAT members,
particular attention will be
paid to those with 15 or more
years experience in their par-
ticular craft. The 15-year time
period is important because a
primary goal of the testing
program is to detect exnosure
to carciogenic substances which
have been known to cause
cancer after long periods of
exposure. Gontact with polyvinyl
chloride, for example, has been
known .to show signs of cancer
after 30 years of exposure.

AT G

]

%
%

THE JOURNAL/JANUARY  3°

ey

oy



