Hay 2k, 1935

Mr, We Ae. Reanler

Whits 041l Sales
Assoclated Ol1l Company

79 Few Monbtgomery Streetb
Sen Frenclsco, California

Dear Hr. Reanler:

_ Your lebter of April 26th (Pile l5H=l-JRJ)
addressed to lr. 3am ¥Wagner of the Ethyl Gasoline

- Corporation with respect to a leétter of ¥r. Joseph

Schnelider's has been referred to me from the New York
office of the Lthyl Gasoline Corporation. In making
reply to Mr. Schnelder'®s guestionsy 1t is probably

. Just as well to make clear my connection with this

whole mabtbter for your informaticon., As Director of

the Medical Department of the Ethyl Gasoline Corporation
I have been responsible for the prommlgation of pree
cautionary measures for the handling of Ethyl Fluid

and Have scted as advisor to. the Uthyl Gasoline
Corporation in all matters concerned with public health
aspects of 1ts business. In this comnection it 1s worth

~while, perhaps, to point out that the gquestions which

Mr. Schneldsr has in mind have obviocusly been in the
minds of a great many people for a number of years,
and ‘in my position of peculiar responsibility this
has 'been the uppeormost guestion to be considered. I&
is scarcely likely that I should take the poaition that

the Ethyl Ggscline Corporation was® justified in promoting
eny. &ammeraial enbterprise which endangered in any way

the health of the Amsricen public. This brings me to

state my segond point of condact with this question in

that a8 m member of the medical faculty of the University

of Gincinnabl, and as Director of the. Laborstory of

Appliﬂﬁ thaiology, T have directea most of the experimental
workt which has been carrisd on in order to determ ne whether
or not there 1is any danger assoclated with the use and
distributian of lended gasoline. i{ prirary responsibility.ls,
of courss, that of a medlcal Investigator end I am in the
capacity of advisor td the Ethyl Gasc 1 ue Corporation only
by ﬁhe aacldent,‘sc to speak, of having been associated
with this expeﬁimantal problem from its inception.

Now having disposed of myself and my connections,
I should }ike to outline briefly the expefimental work which
has been dons In this laboratory and elsowhere over a period
of years on this problem. The first investigations made
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wers carried out at the Unlted States Bureau of Mines
txperiment Station as a study of the influence of the
lead in exhaust gases. Thls consisted of a long ex-

perimental program which resulted in the conclusion.
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There 1ls, I beliave, no problem in connection
with the public health which has been more thoroughly and
more exhaustively studied than this question of leaded
gesoline, and it is entirely proper that thls should be
the case since if thers were a danger, 1t wonld be so
widespread as to defy any kind of regulabion or precaution.
I merely state. th@ fact that 1t has been 50 carefully ine
vestigated in mrdar to d&monstraba a po*nb which I wish
to meke which is that 1% is 1necnaeivable that any industry
should takei‘ichance on & buqimass enterpriee which involved
possible danger to the nublie in peneral, To do so without
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adequate investipgation would be indeed fﬂolhardy‘frem
a purely commercial point of view.

How as to the guesticon of warnings to the
publie in the form of signs on pumps etc. It must be
recpgnlized: ‘that at the time these précautionary measures
were first ‘ ’ e was. ncﬁ adequate eviden&e
as to what 1
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let me pa*nt out that leadéd gasoline is unsatisfactory
in & measure as a dry=-cleaning fluld or as fuel for stoves
and lamps Mnr60ve- s 1 notb be used in the form of
a spray on motor parts or qn motmrs parbigularly when

the labhqr arg hot,: Mom&avﬁra g&sol ine itself is a some=
what dan ergus matarial 1n my opinion s any type of
warning hich tends. to ¢ lon people to iandle it with
graatdr care, is a distﬁn | age. Ppr there reasons,
therefore, I consider 1% ac viaabi to maintein the present
priecautionary measures with relation to leoeded gasoline.

In order to make sombwhat clearsr the backe
ground of the experimental work whieh has been dons on
this subject, I am enclosing herewith a copy of the latest
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article on the subject in which the latest experimental
observations of this lesboratory are reported., Thig arbicle
containg references to all the 1iterature on the sub ject
and provides the means of obtaining all the documentary
evidence that is availeble.

In addition to what I have saild above, I
should state that an article is new alrmost ready for
publication in which sti1l mors conclusive and refined
experimental observatlons are reported. This erticles will
appear in medical literature at a very early dabe.

I trust this will give you the Iinformation
which you requira for Hr. Schneidsr, but if there is
anything further, please do not hesitate -to let me know.

Very truly yours,

RaK:ia ' Robert A. Kohoep, Mels
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