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PENGAD-Bayonne,N.J.

August 17, 1967

Dr. Lewis J. Cralley, Director

Fpidemiclogy and Pield Studies

National Center for Urdan and Industrial Health
United States Public Health Sarvice

1014 Brosdvay

Cincinnati, Chio 45202

Dear Dr. Cralley:

The £idrous glass ani mineral wool industry are disturbed at the possidle
{mpact upon this vital industry of alleged health hazards vhich sre said to
result from exposure to these materials both during mamufacturing end fedri-
cation and use of these materials. -

Damage to the industry resulting from false statements could bave o signifi-
cant effect on the Naticmal econamy. Attachment 1 descrides the izportasce
of these materials to the National econcmy. Howvever, if there is s threat
€0 health, prompt acticn must De taken to protect againsgt this hazard. In.
dustry's evaluaticn of its owd experience with these materisls tius far bas
not indicated the existence of a health haszard.

_ The industry's concern in regard to the alleged lhealth hazards stimulated the

formation of the Occupational Health and Safety Coamittee of the Natioznal
Insulatica Manufecturers Associatico (NIMA). As you know, this Cosmittee
brought together all availadle medical research data oa the possible medicel
sffects of fibrous glass and aineral wool., You revieved the data at our
request and advised in your letter to NINA dated April 3, 1967 that s brosdly
based study vas needed. The FDA Board of Directors ca May 16, 1967 unani-
acusly agreed to seek the assistance of the U. 8. Mudlic Nealth Service in
initiating s study of the fidrous glass and mineral wool industry with re-
spect to alleged health Dasards. At the discretica of the U. 8. Mblic Health
Service, the study may include esvircamestal, clinicel end epidemiclogical
investigsticns. The Board suthoriszed thes Occupaticoal Health and Safety Cem-
xittee to taks sppropriate actiocn with the Adlic Health Service in order to
Bave the above study initisted ss socm as practicedls.

In a prelixinary mseting of the Nealth end Safety Committee meeting with you
oa June 5, 1967 to discuss the study of the fibrous glass and amineral wool
industry, you requested certain employment data conceraing those plants man-
ufecturing fidrous glass and/or mineral wool, We understood this data would
form ocne dasis for ccosidering the feasidility of the industry-wids study.
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This letter iz to thank you for the opportunity of mseting with you to dis-
cuss our industry's problem and also to express ths esgerness of the Manage-
ments of our industry to cocperate with you in every way i2 the sccomplishe
meat of whatever study you deen appropriate.

Sincerely,

lee B. Crant, M.D., Chairman
Occupaticnal Health and Safety Coamitiee
National Insulation Manufacturers Assa.

ins
Attachmant

ce: Mr, J. F. Vyverberg, President
National Insulation Mazufacturers Assn.




