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SUPERIOR code OF NEW JERSEY
LAW DIVISION: MIDDLESEX COUNTY
DOCRET NO. W000026087

GEORGE M. BADE, SR., and

ROSE BADE, his wife;

OSCAR HUBER and PATRICIA HUBER,

his wife; ANDREW RREBS and

ELIZABETH RREBS, his wife; DEPOSITION UNDER
MAT MATHES and MARY MATHES, ORAL EXAMINATION
his wife; JOSEPH PIETRAS and OF

BLANCHE PIETRAS, his wife; -‘ MATTHEW M. SWETONIC

JOSEPH ROLANDS and RUTH ROLANDS,
his wife; RONALD S. RESZLER and

RORY RESZLER, his wife; WILLIAM T.
ROLANDS and MARY ROLANDS, his wife;
EDWARD E. TERMYNA, SR., and

FLORENCE TERMYNA, his wife; WARREN J.
TUMLER and VERONICA TUMLER, his wife,

* Plaintiffs

2 PLAINTIFF'S
S ¢ ExipiT

ARMSTRONG WORLD INDUSTRIES, INC., formerly
known as ARMSTRONG CORK COMPANY, et al.,

Defendants
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TRANSCRIPT of the deposition of the witness}
called for Oral Examination in the above~captioned
matter, said deposition being taken pursuant to
Superior Court Rules of Practice and Procedure by and
before DIANA L. R. SENATORE, a Notary Public and
Certified Shorthand Reporter, at the Offices of HILL
and RNOWLTON, INC., 420 Lexington Avenue, New York, New
York, on Tuesday, June 7, 1988, commencing at

approximately 10:15 in the forenoon.

BRODY & GEISER
CERTIFPIED SHORTHAND REPORTERS
170 Broadway
New York, New Yo:k v10038'
(212) 732-0644

JOB # 8060710
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APPEARANCES:
WILENTZ, GOLDMAN & SPITZER, ESQS.
136 Church Street
New York, New York 10007
BY: CHRISTOPHER M. PLACITELLA, ESQ.

Attorneys for Plaintiffs

DAVIS & GILBERT, ESQS.

850 Third Avenue

New York, New York 10022
BY: MARIBEL FIGUEREDO, ESQ.

h o

Attorneys for Hill & RKnowlton, Inc.

MC CARTER & ENGLISH, ESQS.
- Pour. Gateway Center
100 Mﬁlbetry Street
Newark, New Jersey 07102-4096
BY: KEVIN J. CONNELL, ESQ. |

Attorneys for the Wellington Defendants

GOLDEN, LINTNER, ROTHSCHILD, SPAGNOLA & DIFAZIO, ESQS.

1011 Route 22 West, Box 897
Somerville, New Jersey 08876
BY: E. RICHARD BOYLAN, ESQ.

Attorneys for Defendant Eagle Picher

(]

Brody & Geiser (201) 738-8555 or (212) 732-0644




d]

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

WATERS, MC PHERSON, MC NEILL & FITZPATRICK, ESQS.
400 Plaza Drive |
Secaucus, New Jersey 07094

BY: CALVIN A. LEE, ESQ.

Attorneys for Defendant Anchor Packing, Inc.

BUDD, LARNER, GROSS, PICILLO, ROSENBAUM, GREENBERG &
SADE, ESQS.
| 150 JFK Parkway
Short Hills, New Jersey 07078
BY: JOEN J. CATINO, ESQ.

Attorneys for Defendant Combustion Engineering, Inc.

ALSO PRESENT:

NESS, MOTLEY, LOADBROLD, RICHARDSON & POOLE, ESQS.
333 Westminser Mall
Providence, Rhode Island 02903

BY: JOHN J. MC CONNELL, JR., ESQ.
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MATTHEW M. SWETONTIC,
88 Aldridge Road, Chappaqua, New York,
10514, called as a witness, having been
first duly sworn according to law,
testifies as follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MR, PLACITELLA: ,

Q ~Good morning Mr. Swetonic, my name ié
Chris Placitella.

A Good morning.

Q I'm with the law firm of Wilentz, Goldman
& Spitzer, and I represent certain plaintiffs in an
asbestos personal injury case, of which Hill and
Knowlton is not a patty.

A Uh-huh.

Q We are here today for the purpose of
taking your deposition to determine what knowledge you
have concerning some of the}facts and circumstances
involved in these cases. Have you ever had your
deposition taken before?

A No.

Q I'ﬁ going to ask you some questions which
I ask that you answer to the best of your ability. If
for some reason you don't understand a question, pleasé'
tell me that aﬁd I'11 attempt to rephrase it. If you

answer it I'll assume you understood it. Do you

..

Brody & Geiser (201) 738-8555 or (212) 732-0644
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SWETONIC-Direct

understand that?

A

Yes.,

Q Qkay. I also ask that you keep your

answers to my questions verbal, as the court reporter

can't take down a nod of the head or a shrug of the

shoulders, okay?

a

Fine.

Q If during the course of the deposition

your attorney should object to a gquestion that I ask,

please don't answer it until such time as we have the

opportunity to discuss what we should have learned a

long time ago in law school, probably what we should '

not have forgot, and she tells you whether you can

answer the gquestion or not.

A

A

I understand.v

Q ' Give me the benefit of your education.

Bachelor's Degree in Writing from the University

of Pittsburgh. Master's Degree in Journalism from

Columbia University.

A

Q When did you receive the Master's?
1965.
Q You currently work for Hill and Rnowlton;

is that cofrect?'

A

That is cgrrect.

Q Did you hold any job prior to your getting

Brody & Geiser (201) 738-8555 or (212) 732-0644
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SWETONIC-Direct _ g

your Master's Degree?
A For about six months I was a reporter for the

Easton Express in Easton, Pennsylvania; daily

newspaper.
Q How old are you today?

A Today?
Q Yes.

A Forty-five.
Q When you finished your Master's Degree in

1965, what was the first job you had after thai?

A Johns-Manville Corporation.
Q What did you do for them?
A Initially I started out as an assistant editor

on their company magazine.
Q How long did you have that job?

A Roughly to 1967, when I then was named editor of

that publication.

Q What waé the name of the publication?
A I knew you were going to ask that. I don't
remember.

Q And as editor what were your basic
responsibilities? v l
A Just basically to put out this magazine, which

primarily talked about what employees were doing in the

company, occasional features on the, some of the new

Brody & Geiser (201) 738-8555 or (212) 732-0644
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SWETONIC-Direct 10

products that they were developing, that sort of thing.
Q Okay.

A For example, their insulations were used in a

lot of spacecraft so we would do stories on that

practically every month, or however many times a vyear

it came out.

Q But you don't remember the magazine name,
though?
A No, I really don't.

Q Did the magazine ever deal with issues

such as asbestos and health?
A I'm trying to remember if it aid or not, because
again as I say, I knew that would be something you
would ask. I don't remember, to be totally honest with
you. |

Q0 - How long did you have the job as editor of
that magazine?
A For approximately one year, sometime into 1968
it changed.

Q And what is your next job?
A I was approached by the company because one of

the specialties that I had taken at Columbia was

science journalism.

Q So you stayed editor of the magazine until

sometime in 19687

Brody & Geiser (201) 738-8555 or (212) 732-0644
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SWETONIC=-Direct 1!

A Right.
Q And then your next job was?
A I then approached by the company, as I was

saying before, because 1 had done science writing as a
Speciaity in the second half of my year at Columbia, to
help them with their evolving public relations problem$
with asbestos and health. And they gave me a title
that was something like coordinator of special
projects. Oné of those very fuzzy type names.

0 Bow long did you have that job?
a Until 1972 when Manville moved to Denver and I
did not want to leave ﬁew York. So I took over a job
as the executive secretary of the Asbestos Information
Association of North America.

Q Let me go back to the éublic relations job

you had with Manville from '68 to '72.

A Uh-huho
Q What specifically was your job function?
A I was -~ I reported to two people who were sort

of in charge of the total public relations effort on
ashestos. A fellow named Bill Raines, another fellow
named Jack Solon, who is really the head of advertising _
and public relations, Bill Raines bein§ the head of ‘
public :elations. And I worked basically for those

two.

Brody & Geiser (201) 738-8555 or (212) 732-0644
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SWETONIC-Direct 1z

Q What did you do?
A Well, for examplé, I would‘help write background
papers on various types of asbestos-related diseases
like asbestos and mesothelioma, asbestos-related

disease, and different types of products like asbestos

‘cement or the insulations or that sort of thing.

Pretty much a writing assignment. I would also write
testimony for executives who were going to testify at
say OSHA or EPA héarings, that sort of thing, or at
least would do drafts of them in any case.

Q  Every time yéu generated a piece of

written work, would that be filed somewhere?

A Yeah, it would have been.
Q How was that filed?
A Well, it was ~- it was just in what we would

call our old asbestos and health files at

Johns-Manville.

Q And who was the éustodian of those files?
A They were just in the department.

Q Which department was that?
A Public relations.

Q So the public relations department was

centered in New York City at the time?

A That's correct.

Q And they had their own files on asbestos

" Brody & Geiser (201) 738-8555 or (212) 732-0644
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SWETONIC-Direct 13
and health?
A To the best of my recollection, yeah. I mean, I
would have a filing cabinet with the stuff that I was
working on but --.

Q When the transfer was done out to Denver,
were those files shipped to Denver as well, to your
knowledge?

A I would assume they were because they were, you
know, we were actively working on the issues. So there
would be no reason for them to be tossed away; |

Q Was the custodian of those records ~-- who
was the §erson in charge of them?

A Well, Bill Raines did not go out theré. He went

to -~ he went toc another company. I would guess Jack

Solon.
Q Is Jack still with the company?
A ~ No, he's retired.
Q Do you know who his successor was?
A No, I really don't.
Q Now, in preparing these papers or writings

that you spoke about, did you ever to go back and do

research on asbestos and health? -.

A Yes.
Q In order to --,
A Yeah.

Brody & Geiser (201) 738-8555 or (212) 732-0644
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SWETONIC-Direct 14
Q What kind of research did you do?
A Well, we had been collecting, you know, basic

stuff out of the, out of the medical literature.

Q ~ When you say "we,"” who are you talking
about?
A Well, Hill and Rnowlton and Johns-Manville.

Q So Hill and RKnowlton had a relationship

with Johns-Manville at that time?

A Yes.
Q Okay, go ahead.
A I can recall at one point a meeting at which

somebody commented on the fact that we had more then
4,000 papers on asbestos and health in the file at that
particular point in time.

Q Now, when you‘say at that point I found
about 4,000 articles on asbestos and health, at what
point in time are we discussiqg, just so I know, about
19687
A Well, it was probably later than that. We're
probably talking '71 or something in that ballpark.

Q Did Hill and Knowlton maintain their own

file on asbestos and health at that time? ..

A Yes,‘they did have -- yeah, they did.
Q And who was the custodian of that file?
A Probably a fellow named Carl Thompson.

Brody & Geiser (201) 738-8555 or (212) 732-0644
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SWETONIC-Direct 13

Q ' Is Carl still with the company, do you
know?
A No, he's retired.

Q Now, after Carl left what happened to that
file?
A No, but it's different than that. What happened

was that when Manville moved to Denver all of the Hill

and Knowlton files were turned over to the trade

association.
Q What trade assoéiation?
a The Asbestos Information Association.
Q - Okay. And when was that?
A | Late 1971 probably.
Q Okay. So Hill and Knowlton didn'é retain
copies?
A Not to the best of my knowledge.
Q Now, you said you did some research for

Mansville when you took over in this public relations
job. Did you ever document the'eazliést articles that
you'can recall concerning asbestos and health?
A I'm sorry, I don't quite understand.

Q Let me rephrase thg question. Did you
breakdown the articles into the various diseases, or
did you just lump medical articles together when you

were doing --.

Brody & Geiser (201) 738-8555 or (212) 732-0644
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SWETONIC-Direct 18

A No, these were all medical articles we are
referring to. Basically they were, they were looked at
by a combination of either disease or, you know,
product line for example, insulationsvforlexamplé.

Q Okay. Did you maintain copies of the
papers you wrote for Manville?
A I probably =-- they were probably at the trade
association as well.

Q So then you didn't maintain personal
copies of the papers, did you?
A " No.

Q Can ydu recall writing any papers
concerning exposhre to insulation products and their

effect on human health?

A Yes.
Q Did the papers have titles?
A Oh, they probably did. It was something like

Agbestos Insulation and Buman Health or, you know, some

such name.

Q Was that pa?er published at all?
A ﬁo. I mean not -- you mean like in a journal or
something?

Q Right.
A No. ﬁo. No. These are not medical papers.

These were background papers.

Brody & Geiser (201) 738-8555 or (212) 732-0644
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SWETONIC-Direct | 17

Q Okay.
A I'm not a doctor or a scientist.

Q Where did you get the information for the
paper?
A Generally out of this, out of the medical

literature as it existed. i

Q Who supplied the medical literature to
you?

A The company. And they did searches through the
medical literature to get all there was out tﬁere;

Q Did you consult any physicians in
connection with this paper Asbestos Insulation and
Health? |
A | Basically we would, we would write a paper or I
would write a paper. Then the company would, would

have it reviewed by their consultants, medical

consultants.
Q And do you know who that was?
A The primary one in those days was a fellow named

Dr. George Wright.

Q Did you ever meet Dr. Wright?

A Oh, yes. o ..
Q What would his role be in conjunction witﬂ

these particular papers? What would he do?

A He was a consultant to Johns-Manville. He was

Brody & Geiser (201) 738-8555 or (212) 732-0644
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SWETONIC~Direct : 18

affiliated with, as I reéall, St. Luke's Hospital in, I
can't remember where it was. I just remember it was
St. Luke's Héspital someplace.

Q  When you had this job in public relations,

did you consult or collaborate with any other asbestos

companies?
A Not until the trade association was formed.
Q And when was that?
A In, I think, maybe late 197¢0.
Q Can you recall with respect to the péper

on Asbestos Insulation and Health what the earliest
articles you were able to find in the medical
literature were implicating asbestos ingulation as a

health hazard?

A No.

Q Do you remember from what decade they
came?
A No, not reaily. 1 remémbet better the, you

know, when the diseases were found, you know, in the
medical literature as opposed to their association with
any particular product. -

- Q Okay. Well, can you recall with respect
to asbestosis the earliést articles you were able to
£ind in the medical literature? |

A My recollection is that they were probably 1n

Brody & Geiser (201) 738-8555 or (212) 732-0644
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SWETONIC-Direct 19

the 1930s.

Q Do you remember the authors of any of

those papers?

A No.
Q Do you remember what the papers said?
A Just basically that heavy exposure to asbestos

insulations or asbestos could cause, you know,
asbestosis.

Q Okay. Did you have any discussion with
any physicians or any other representatives of'Manville
concerning those findings?

MS. FIGUEREDO: By those findings you’

mean?

Q The papers dating back to the 1930s on
asbes;osis.
A I'm not quite sure about what you mean by
discusgions.

Q Well, did you have discuss with Dr.

wright, for instance, about the articles you found
dating, concerning asbestosis back in the 1930s?
A Probably no specific discussions.

Q Wasg it part of your job to communicate -
your findings to someone else within the company? \
A Well, it's not findings. You know, we had the

processes -- bagically we had this great body of

Brody & Geiser (201) 738-8555 or (212) 732-0644
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SWETONIC~Direct 20

medical literature. And it would be to go through that
particularly looking for epidemiological studies or
studies that were trying to indicate at what level
these various diseases, exposure level these diseases
were caused. And those were the most important things
that we used in the, in trying to prepare these
background papers.

A Q This body of literature that you're
discussing, was that something that was accumulated
over time by Manville and they had it in a file, or did
you go out and do a search or someone at your regquest
go out and do a search at that point you wanted to
write the paper?

A I don't know the answer to that, because some of
those papers were in place when I got involved in the

job. And I don't know, I just don't know the answer to

that.

Q Did Manville hav; a medical library at the
time? |
A I don't recali.

Q Now, you said that part of your endeavor

wag to determine exposure levels. What did you mean by .
that? )
A Well -=-

(Recess.)

Brody & Geiser (201) 738-8555 or (212) 732-0644
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SWETONIC-Direct 2
A ~-- determine is not a good word. All we were
looking for was what was in the literature with regard

to the exposure levels at which asbestos caused disease

of various types.

Q And what did you f£ind?

A Basically the problem with the, at that time is
that the dust samples -- again, I'm just referring to
the literature -- that the dust samples that had been
taken years before that were recorded in the literature
were not the same sampling techniques that wéfe being
used at that.particuiar point in time. And so it was
kind of difficult to arrive at what would be
considered, you know, a "safe level” of exposure. So
of course, there was a lot of research going on trying
to correlate, you know, one with the other. And we
just tried to help explain that as best we could.

Q Did Manville have a position or a belief
at that time, to your knowledge, as to what was the
safe level of exposure in terms of asbestosis now?

A Asbesgtosis. I'm sure that they did. I can't
siy specifically what»that might have been for
agsbestosis.

Q Did you ever research the concept of
threshold limit value for them?

A Of course, that's what we were, you know,

Brody & Geiser (201) 738~8555 or (212) 732-0644
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SWETONIC-Direct 22

essentially looking at, is to try and determine what
sort of, what would make sense in that regard.

Q Did you reach any conclusions or did
anyone working with you reach any conclusions
concerning the reliability of an established threshold

limit value?

A In other words, would it work?
Q Right.
A Yeah, I think they believed that there was a

level that could be set by the government that would
protect people, if that's what you mean.

Q Do you know what that was?
A No, they thought, I think, you know, in the low
numbers of fiber per cubic centimeter, whether it was
going to be -- whether it would be two or four or five
or somewhere in thatvgenezal ballpgrk.

Q | Did you also do Feseatch and prepare a
background paper concerning asbéstos and lung cancer?
A | I'm sure I did.

Q Okay. And who did you consult, or what
did you consult in preparing that pape:?
A | The same processes as the other ones. .

Q Can you recall the first articles that yoﬁ
were able-to -=- the earliest articles you’were able to

find demonstrating an association between asbestos and

Brody & Geiser (201) 738-8555 or (212) 732-0644
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SWETONIC-Direct ' ' 23

lung cancer?
A My recollection, probably in the late '40s,
something like that.

Q Can you recall who the author of those
articles were?

A No, I have the recollection it was a British
paper, but I'm not sure.

Q Can you recall any particular
epidemiological studies that you found which
established an association between asbestos and 1ﬁng
cancer?

A Well, that's what I'm referring to,
epidemiologiéal studies.

Q Okay. Did Manville ever give you any of
their own déta with respect to their own employees when
you were writing up these background papers?

A No. |

Q So this was basically a search of what was
out there at the time?

A Yes, that's correct.

Q Did you put your conclusions as to when
this first aséociation becéme known in this background
paper?

A Most likely. I mean, that would be the standard

way I would write things. So I,wduld assume I did

Brody & Geiser (201) 738-8555 or (212) 732~-0644
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SWETONIC-Direct _ 24

that.

Q Did anyone, to your knowledge, come back
to youvand disagree with your conclusions?
A No.

Q Did you submit ﬁhose papers to Dr, Wright
again for review? |
A Oh, yes.

Q And did he disaéree with the determination
or conclusions that you reached concerning asbegtos and
lung cancer?

A No, not to the best of my recollecgion.

Q Did you also attempt to determine whether
there was a safe level of exposure in terms of
contracting lung cancer from asbestos?

a - The process of looking at TLV's for asbestos was
just applied across the board for all the diseases.

Q  Did you ever do a background paper
concerning exposure to asbestos and mesothelioma?

A Again, I'm -- don't remember precisely doing
that, but I assume I did, because we had a great body
of those papers, eight or nine of one type or another.
So. that would be naturally one to be done. _

Q Do you recall the earliest articles that -
you found in Manville's files demonstrating an

association between asbestos and mesothelioma?

Brody & Geiser (201) 738-8555 or (212) 732-0644
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SWETONIC-Direct 25
- Yeah, that's definitely in the 'S50s. An
epidemiological study of one type or another.
Q Can you recall specifically the name of

the paper or the study?

A No.
Q Or the author?
A My recollection, it was a paper out of South

Africa or Rhodesia, as it was then known, on the
asbestos mines and crocidolite mines in South Africa is

my recollection.

Q Does the name Wagner ring a bell?
A Yeah.
Q Can you recall when you looked at the

Wagner paper whether is there was any mention 6f
different exposure levels in that pazticulat paper?
A No, I can't remember:

Q Didvyou ever do a paper for Manville
concerning the risk of contracting asbestos-related
disease from low level exposure and do a medical search
in connection with that?

A I don't think as a specific paper not that I -~
not that I recall. .

Q Did you ever do that type of :eseapch in \

looking at the medical literature in possession of.

Johng-Manville?

Brody & Geiser (201) 738-8555 or (212) 732-0644
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SWETONIC-Direct 26

A Yeah, that was obviously part of, you know, when
going through the whole OSHA process to find out, you
know, at what levels things are gonna not happen again.

Q Can you recall the earliest papers that

- you found concerning low level exposure to asbestos and

asbestos disease.

A Well, what =-- okay, let he ask you a gquesticn.

I have to ask you a question; that is, what do you mean
by "low level®™?

Q That's a fair question. Did you»évef do
any research papers, for instance, bystander exposure,
people who actually didn't work with insulation
products but were exposed as bystanders?

A I don't recall their ever having, ever having
seen such a paper. The only -- Okay.

| MS. FIGUEREDO: Don't guess.

THE WITNESS: No.
Q Did you ever see any papers concerning

exposure and risk of disease or disease developing in

family members?

AF Yes.

Q Can you recall the earliest paper in that -
regard? .
A Oh, gosh that, that came probably late.‘ That

was again, I think, a British paper, too. Woman
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author. I met her a couple of times. Probably,
probably that would have been in the late '50s, early

'60s 1 would'think'would be my best guess.

Q That's your best estimate?
a Yeah.
Q And do you recall what the substance of

that paper was, what it said?
A Yeah. Basically she had found cases of
mesothelioma in the households of people who had worked
in asbestos factories of one type or another.'i doﬁ't
recall what kind, in England somewhere.

Q And did you bring these or have discuSsion
about these papers with anybody at Manville?
A Oh, sure. It was a véry -=- those were very
important issues. |

Q Who did you run those papers by when you
found thém?
A Well, I mean everybody knew that they existed.
I mean, the doctors at Manville knew the authors of
these papers. They spent a lot of time talking with
them about them, what ﬁhe implications were, what kind
éf«levels one might have projected that the people had
been exposed to in the households. You know, this
thing, none of this happened in isolation. I mean, I

spent many a month in Europe talking around with
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doctors over there, you know, going over there with the

Manville people to get better information on what was

going on.
Q Which doctors did you go see in Europe?
A Good question. I know we went out to a

pneumoconiosis research unit, or some such thing in
Penarth, Wales. And there was another center for

asbestos health studies in Scotland. You know, those

sorts of things. And to conferences and that sort of

stuff.
Q Did you ever meet with a Dr. Nocks?
A Dr. Nocks. The name is familiar.
Q Company known as Turner & Newall?
A Yeah. Yeah, I probably digd.
Q Did you ever meet with a Sir Richard Doll?
A I don't believe I personally did. I,bof course,

know who he is.

Q After you had read this paper over, did
you discuss it with Dr. Wright, the paper on
mesothelioma in the family of asbestos factory workers?
A I wouldn't think we discussed it.

Q Did anyone at Manville, to your knowledge, -.
ever disagree with the conclusions reached in that %
paper when you brought it to their attention?

A | Well, no, no ohe ever disagreed with it.

Brody & Geiser (201) 738-8555 or (212) 732-0644




I/

10
11
12
13
14

15

16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

SWETONIC-Direct 29

Q Can you think of any other papers that you
discovered or you discussed with anyone concerning
asbestos disease and family members?

A That's -- that's the only paper that I can
recall, that one particular paper.

Q Can you recall ever reading any papers in
possession of Manville concerning asbestos disease
found in residents around an asbestos factory or mine?
a The only one that I can recall was there was
some higher incidence of mesothelioma in the‘éiciﬁity
of a shipyard in Scotland or some such place. That's
the only one I can recall.

Q Can you recall approximately when that
paper was published?

A Well, no. It was probably again in the '60s.

Q Can.ypu describe the relationship between
Hill and Rnowlton and Johns-Manville when you first
went to work for Johns-Manville?

A 81;1 and Rnowlton was not retained by
Johns-Manville when I went to work there. They were

retained sometime in 1968 specifically to work with

them on the asbestos and health situation. But when -.

precisely they are, I don't know. They were in place
when I was offered to change jobs within the company.

Q Do you know who the account representative
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SWETONIC-Direct 30

from Hill and Rnowlton was at the time?

A Carl Thomson.
Q You tell me he's retired, correct?
A Yes.
Q Did he have any associates that worked

with him on that account that still work at Hill and
Knowlton?
A No.

Q Can you recall any of the associates he
had with him on that account?

A Jim Callaghan. Do want more? 1I'm trying to
remember., Fellow named Bill Jenkins. Those are the
only two additional I can remember.

Q What specifically was Hill and Knowlton
retained to assist with by Johns~-Manville?

A Well, basically to counsel them on how to
discuss the implications of tbe asbestos and health
problem with the public, with their employees, with
government, Qhatever.

Q Now, at that time was Hill and Knowlton to
your knowledge retéined by any other insulation
manufacturer or ashestos manufacturer? | .
a Not to the best of my knowledge. ’

Q | Are you aware of an agreement between

Johns-Manville, Owens—Corning, Pittsburgh Plate Glass
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SWETONIC-Direct 31

and Certain-Teed in the late 1960s retaining Hill and

Rnowlton concerning the issues of asbestos and health?

a When would this have been?
Q ‘67, '68, '69.
A No, I th&ught it was just Manville.
Q Did Hill and Knowlton have its own medical

people at the time that asgssisted Manville?

A You mean doctors, professionals.
Q Doctors.
A No.
Q What type of assistance did it give

Manville other than writing copy for them and helping
them with press releases, that type of thing?
A ’ Just, you know, just counsel them on, as I said,
on public relations aspects of the issue.

Q Did Hill and Knowlton give Manville any
technical support?
A No.
| Q Did they ever, during the time that you
worked there, counsel Manville on hoﬁ to deal with

lawsuits arising out of asbestos?

A~ No. -

Q . Can you recall what specifically Hill and
Knowltoh advised Manville to do with respect to the

problem of asbestos and health?
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A Well, the basic position was that to solve the
problem and to at the same time put it in perspective
where it had gotten a little bit out of whack.
Q When you say that, what do you mean by
that?
A That it was the belief of all of us working at
Manville that asbestos could be used safely and that
the exposures could be controlled to an extent where
there would not be, you know, additional disease in the
future. And so the effort was to, obviouslyyto eiplain
that to whoever needed to understand it. |
Q | When you say could be used safely, what do

you mean by that?

A Meaning that you could manufacture asbestos

products, you could use asbeétos-containing products,
you can mine asbestos without endangering the health of
the people who were handling that.

Q What precautions would have to be taken in
the opinion of Manville at the time to accomplish that
objective?

A Well, obviously huge air cleaning equipment in
plants and factories and mines, which they already had
in place basically. But to, you know, to make sure
that you had staté-of-the-art air cleaning equipment in

all operations. I can remember basically, you know,
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SWETONIC-Direct 33

sort of research projects to try and find ways, for
example, to open bags of asbestos in a fashion that the
dust would not be created. They had these things where
you'd stick your hands in, almost like in an operating |
room, and then open the bags that way. And eventually

I think they developed mechanical bag openers, and that

sort of stuff. A lot of technical type of efforts té

do that sort of thing.

Q Was it Manville's believe at the time that
opening a bag of asbestos would release asbestos
containing particles?

A Of course it would. A bag of asbestos, and you
open it you get a puff up, you get an exposure.

Q Did that include asbestos cement as well?
A I don't recall stuff on asbestos cement, to be
honest with you. Because they were really basically
involved in the finish asbestos cement products. So I
don't think they sold asbestos cement in bags, as I
recall.

Q Okay.

A .~ So it would not be something that technically
they'd pay attention to.

Q Were you ever involved in any discussions
on labeling of Manville products?

A Not that I recall.
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SWETONIC-Direct 34

Q Now, when you say that the issue in
Manville's mind got out of perspective, I want to
explore that. What do you mean by that specifically?

A Well, there was perfect --.

MS. FIGUEREDO: You mean in greater detail

than he has ;1ready explained to you?
MR. PLACITELLA: I haven't heard about
perspective, He just told me about ways to make
use of the product safe, I believe.
A Uh-huh.

Q And I want to know what you mean when you
say it got out of perspective.
A I think there was a feeling in the, you‘know, in
the popula: press that any exposure to any level of
asbestos was automatically going to give people
disease. And that simply was not supported by what was
in the, in any of the literature, or by any of the
research that had been done. So that was part of the
reason for, for, you know, doing some of those
background papers. It could be used with the press or
whgtever to explain, yes, it's a problem but it's, it

can be, you know, dealt with.

Q ~Okay. At that time were you familiar with

Dr. Irving Selikoff?

A Oh' Yes.
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SWETONIC-Direct 35 §

Q How were you familiar with him?
A Dr. Selikoff and the Environmental Sciences
Laboratory at Mount Sinai and Johns-Manville entered
into a research project sometime in the late '60s to
address the issue of the safe handling of asbestos
insulation in the field, not in the production of‘it in
a factory, but in the field.

Q Why why was that?
A Because Dr. Selikoff had done a lot of research
on insulation workers, really asbestos insulation
workers. And they had an exceedingly high incidence of
asbestos~-related diseases.

Q Is that something that was known to

Manville at the time?

A Oh, of course.
Q Okay. Go ahead.
A So the gquestion was how can you develop or

change work practices. Can you get portable air hoods
to work with what needs to be done to protect these
people in the way that they either apply or tear out
asbestos insulations.

Q Do you know wheth§r John Manville and Hill ™
and Rnowlton ever established any type of public
relations campaign to counteract the adverse publicity =

that Selikoff's studies were generating in the press?
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SWETONIC-Direct ’ 36

A No, not really. I mean, they were basically
working together with the man at that time.
Q Were you familiar with an article that

appeared in the literature at the time called The Magic

Mineral?
A I remember the name, but not the article.
Q Did you ever have any discussions with

Hill and Rnowlton or in Manville itself concerning how
best to present the asbestos and health pictu;e tq the
labor unions? |
A No. The only ~- my only recollection of labor
unions is'they were also involved in that project ihat
I had mentioned before with Manville and Mount Sinai
and Selikoff. A fellow from there was a member -- thé
president of the union was a member of the board of
this thing, which I can't even recall the name of
anymore. |

Q Let me just move on for a second and I'll
come back. You had this particular job until you said

about what time?

A The end of 1971.

Q Prior -~ let's discuss the AIA of North -
America.
A Okay.

Q When was that established?
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SWETONIC-Direct 37

A I believe in late 18%70.

Q And was that patterned after any other
organization, to your knowledge?
A Yes, an Asbestos Information Association type of
a group in England.

Q Do you know whether Hill and Kﬁowlton had
advised the AIA in England prior to that time?
A Yes, they had.

Q Do you recall in the 1970s what companies
founded the AIA of North America? ) |
A I could name a‘couple. It'é in some of the

material I passed on for the deposition before.

Certain-Teed, of course Manville, Raybestos-Manhattan,

National Gypsum. It seems to me there were seven or

eight. GAF, that's all I can remember of the initial.

Q Was Owens-Corning a member?
A I don't believe so.
Q What about Baldwin, Ehret, Hill, do you

recall that, or Keene Company?

A No.
Q Celotex or Philip Carey?
A Philip Carey I think may have come in in the -

second group much later. They expanded it from the
original seven or eight up until about 22 or 23. And I

can't, again, I also can't remember too many of them,
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you Kknow.

>Q When it was established in 1970, did you
have any role within the organization?
A Yeah, I -- Manville basically for the first year
provided, for all intents and purposes, the staff t§
this group. And from the public relations standpoint
that was myself and this fellow Bill Raines.

Q Did you have a title?
A I don't believe so. At least not initially I

don't recall that I did, in any case.

Q What was the purpose of the AIA of North
America.
A Well, it was essentially to get the entire

industry into the effort that Manéille had basically
been carrying on its 6wn. which was to basically
address the health issues from an informational
standpoint with regard to asbestos and its vakious
health problems. They had technical committees, for
example, to put together, you know, safe use, safe
practice books on various types of asbestos useage, you
know, that sort of thing.

Q Okay. You started officially full-time -
with the AIA when?
A Beginning in 1972.

Q What was your position?
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A Executive secretary.
Q What were your job :esponsibiiities there?
A Basically it was really a continuation of my

Manville job, just with a different title.

Q And were there any other officers within
the organization at that time?
A No, I was -- myself and a secretary were the
sole paid employees.

Q #hat were your job responsibilities, the
same as you had with Manville?
A Same really as we had with Manville.

Q Only at that point in time you were dbing

it on behalf of not just Manville but other member

companies?
A ' Other member companies, that's correct.
Q Did you ever, in that capacity, go around

to any trade organiéations to .give speeches or anything

like that?

A Not really. Basically the asbestos people, to

my recollection, didn't have too many trade

associations. And this one, as I said, was dedicated

pretty much to the asbestos and health issue. And they |

had most of the major companies involved in it. So --.
MS. FIGUEREDO: Excuse me,

{Witness and Counsel confer).
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Q Do you recall ever giving a presentation

to The Aghestos Textile Institute?

a No.
Q Do you recall speaking before them on June
7, 19732
A I really don't.
Q Okay.
MR. PLACITELLA: Can I have this marked as
P-1? |
(The above-mentioned document isvmarked as
P-1 for Identification.)
Q I am going to show you what's been marked

P~1 for Identification, which I represent to you is a
transcript of a presentation that you gave on 6/7/73 to
Thé Asbestos Textile Institute according to one of the
asbestos companies that was present at that.
MS. FIGUEREDO: That is an impefuim
(phonetic) document?
MR. PLACITELLA: What?
MS. FiGUEREDO: I'm asking you is his name
in the document?
MR. PLACITELLA: Yes,vright on tope.
Q I ask you to review at ieast the first

couple pages of that and see if that helps refresh your

memory.
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A Sure.

(Witness reviews).
a Yeah, it's possible.
MS. FIGUEREDO: Are you going to ask him
specific questions on this document?
Q Yes, I am..
MS. FIGUEREDO: I would like him to read

the whole thing.

MR. PLACITELLA: We will go through it.

Q Does that help refresh your memory?
A Yeah. I don't recall the occasion.
Q- Do you recall at one time speaking before

The Asbestos Textile Institute?
A I do not.

Q Does this refresh your memory as to
whether you had ever given presentations to asbestos
industry trade organizations?

A If that is an accurate document, then I
obviously d4id to that group. But I, the fact of the
matter is, I don't even remember giving that.
| MS. FIGUEREDO: His question is, does it
refresh your recollection? If it doesn't, you
can say no.

A No, it does not.

Q Will you tell me if this statement in this

41
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SWETONIC-Direct ' 42
document is true to the best of your knowledge? It
says, "In our original concept the Association would
iimit its activities to providing accurate, unbiased
information on asbestos and health to thevptess, to the
public and to interested politicians and other

government officials.”

A Yes, that's true.

Q That's true. You recall making such a
statement?
A No.

MS. FIGUEREDO: Do you have another

copy of that he can look at at the same time

you're reading things from it?

MR. PLACITELLA: I am sorry, I don't.

Q Wa. the following statement true at the
time; "It must be remembered that at this particular
time the enormous problems that would later develop
with regard to OSHA and other federal regul#tory
agencies were as yet on the distant horizon and
basically unrecognized by the industry®?

A Yes, that's true.
Q Okay. » -
MS, FIGUEREDO: Can I interrupt? If .
you're going to ask a lot of things like, can we

make a copy of the document so he can have it in
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front of him to look at in conjunction --.

MR, PLACITELLA: Sure.

MS. FIGUEREDO: Is there a machine?

THE WITNESS: Sure.
Q Can you recall making the‘following -

MS.vFIGUEREDO: I asked if we can have a
copy.

MR. PLACITELLA: Fine. As soon as I am
done you can have a copy.

MS, FIGUEREDO: I want him to ha?e a
copy in front of him. I don't think it's
that unfair to ask for him to have a copy of a
document if you are going to be reading |

statements from it.

MR, PLACITELLA: As soon as I finish this

paragraph you can make a copy.

Q@ Do you recall making the following

statement: "Fortunately and properly the Association

has had the wisdom to alter its original limited

concept of its proper functions, and now endeavors to

assume whatever activities and responsibilities it

deems necessary to protect the interests of the

asbestos manufacturing industry in the United States

vig~a-vis asbestos and health"?

A

I don't remembe:‘making.that statement. But --.

(-
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Q Do you dispute that it was made by you?
A I just don't recall.
Q What I'd like to have you do right now is

to read it. We will take two minutes out and you can
ﬁead this statement and see if it refreshes your memory
and see whether it refreshes your recollection.
MS. FIGUEREDO: Are you going to be
reading him other direct passages?
MR. PLACITELLA: I will let him,#ead.that.
Do you want to make a copy?
MS. FPIGUEREDO: Yes.
(Recess.)
MR. PLACITELLA: I can go on while we are
waiting for copies. |
Can we mark these?
(Documents are marked as
P-2 and P-3 for 1ldentification.)
Q ' In 1973 was there anyone authorized to

speak on behalf of the AIA of North America other than

yourself?
A Oh, sure, the president.
Q Who was that?
A 1973, probably John Marsh.
Q  Now, you@§§fbn Tﬁgﬁgéround 1970 when the

organization was established both you and Mr. Raines
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were the only executives or principals within the
organization; is that correct?
A No, no. I said that we were on the staff.

Q Oh, okay. Did you have other staff within
the organization at that time?
A Yes, from the member companies.

Q Okay. Can you recall who else was on the
staff in 1970?
A I can only remember one man, and that was a
fellow named Ed Fenner from Johns-Manville who waé in

charge of environmental affairs.

Q Did it have a president at that time?
A Yes.

Q Who was that?
A I can't remember.

Q At some point in time you recall John

Marsh taking over --

A Yes.
Q ~- as president?
A Yes.
Q When was that?
A . Probably in late '72.
Q All right. Was he with an asbestos
company?
A Yes.
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Q Which company?
A Raybestos-Manhattan.
Q Do you recall how long John Marsh was

president?

A No.
Q How long d4id you remain executive
secretary?
A I left in August of '73.
Q Ahd where did you go after that?
A To Hill and Knowlton. |
Q I am going to ask you to look at P-2 and

P-3, and ask if you have ever seen these before, or

copies of them?

(Witness reviews).

A I've séen that one.

MS. PIGUEREDO: He is referring to P-2,

MR. PLACITELLA: .Correct.

- No, I've never seen this one.
Q Can you tell me what P-2 is?
A I had nothing to do with the preparation of

this. 1I'd be assumidg what its purpose was, because I
don't know. I've just seen copies of it.
Q Where did you see copies of it.

A Probably Bob Marinas sent me a copy when it was

put together.
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SWETONIC-Direct 47
Q who is Bob Marinas?
A He succeeded me as running the trade association

when I left in '73.

Q How long did he keep that job?
a I don't know. I know he's gone.
Q To your knowledge, was that booklet P-2

put together after you left?
A Yes.

Q Now, your attorney has asked me to make
you a copy of P-1l so we can go through it togéthe?.

And in June of 1973, who else was authorized to speak
on behalf of the Asbestos InformationvAssociation of
North America to industry trade organizations other
than yourself?

A Well, the president obviously. And, of course,
the people who would be in charge of the environmental
sections of it,

Q And who was the one who had the
responsibility of making presentations to various
industry organizations?

A No one. |
Q Can we turn to page 3? -
~I'd 1like to refer you to the first £ull \
paragraph.
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Q On page 3 the sentence says; "First, there
is no doubt that the inhalation of substantial amounts
of asbestos being lead to increased rates of various
types of lung disease, including two forms of cancer.
These are facts which cannot be denied, even if they do
not apply in all circumstances and under all
conditions.”™ Is that a statement that you believe was
true in 19737
a Yes.

Q Do you believe that the members of the
organization ascribed to that statement? .

A Yes.

Q All right. 1I'd like to read you the next
sentence: "The medical literature is full of solid
evidence linking asbestos to disease. In my office I
have on file more thab 2,000 medical papers dealing
with the health risk of asbestos, and hundreds more are
published every year." At that time in 1973 did you

have at least 2,000 papers in your office ~--

A Sure.

Q -~ on asbestos disease?
A Probably was more.

Q . Can Qou recall ever making that statement?
A Yes. I mean ~--.

Q Okay. Let me just go on to the next
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sentence: "Secondly, the épreading of alarm over the

health risks of asbestos has as’its prime spokesman one
of the most talented medical publicists of the age, Dr.
Irving Selikoff of New York City Mount Sinai Hospital.®

Did you believe that at the time?

A Uh-huh.
Q Do you recall stating that?
A I don't recall stating it.
Q I ask you to turn to page four.

The first full paragraph says: "While Dr. Selikoff has,
in his zeal, unquestionably painted a far darker
pictures than the facts warrant, we should always -
remember in his defense that the insulation workers hg
has been studying for far more than a decade were and
still are dying from asﬁestos-related disease at an
appalling raﬁe.' Do you believe that statement to be
true in 19732

A Yes.

Q Did the members of the organization in
1973, to your knowledge, ascribe to that statement as
well?
A - I would think so. _ - :
~MS. FIGUEREDO: One second. |
(Witness and Counsel confer).

Q I'd ask you to look at page 7.
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The first full paragraph says: "In those years
industry efforts to combat the spate of negative press
articles on asbestos were carried on primarily by the
Johns-Manville Corporation, which set up -a task force
of specialists in various fields to do what it could to
portray the problem in its proper perspective."™ Were
you part of that task force.
A Basically I was -~ not really. I didn't go to
those task force meetings.

Q Who went to those task force meéﬁings?

A People much higher up the ladder in the company

than myself.

Q All right. Do you know the names of any
of them?
A Well, Jack Solon would have been, the president

of Manville.
Q Who was that?
A Clint Burnett was his name. Dr. Wright was part
of that tgsk force., People representing the
environmental control side of the company. I can't
remember specifically who. That's about -~ I mean,
there were many more, but I can't remember. -
Q ~Okay. And the next sentence says: 'Whilé
some minor successes were échieved, it was found that

no one could acting independently could adequately or
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effectively represent an entire industry in dealing
with the press and with government officials.™ Do you
believe that to be true at the time?
A Yes.

Q I read this paragraph to you before, and
I'd 1ike to give you the opportunity to address it.
The second paragraph on Page 8. It says:
"Portunately, and properly the Association has had the
wisdom to alter its original limited concept of its
proper functions, and now endeavors to assume‘whatever
activities and responsibilities it deems necessary to
protect the interests of the asbestos manufacturidq
industry in the dnited States vis-a-vis asbestos and
health." Did you believe that to be true at the time?'
A Yes.,

Q And was that the position of the various

membezrs of the Asbestos Information Association at the

" time?

A I would have to assume so.

Q The next page discusse§ the nine fields
of endeavor for the Agbestos Information Association.
And it lists medical affairs, legal affairs, government °
affairs, environmental control, publicity and public
relations, customer relations, employee relations and

inter-industry relations. Was that true at the time?
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A I assume it was.
Q To the best of your recollection?
A Yes, best of my recollection.

Q Am I correct that part of the function of
the Asbestos Information Association waé to send
medical people around the World to attend various
medical seminars and meetings?

a Yes.

Q And what was the purpose of sending those
people there?

A Well, two purposes. One, obviously, to gain the
most up-to~date information on what research‘was béing
done on asbestos and health. And secondly, in some
cases people in the industry were actually doing
tesearch of their own of various types, and they would
go and present their information.

Q - Do you recall attending a meeting in 1972
in Lyon, France sponsored by the World Health
Organization along with John Marsh?

A Yes.

Q I'd ask you to look at page 10 and read
the first three paragraphs where it starts "To take our -
activities. " |

A Uh~huh. Yes.

Q Now, I ask you to look at the third full
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paragraph where it says "Both John Marsh the president

of the AIA and I attended the conference on behalf of

53

the Association.”™ Is the "I" referring to you, Matthew

Swetonic?
A Yes.
Q Are you aware of a study sponsored by the

Asbestos Information Association conducted at the
Somerset Hospital in New Jersey?
A Yes.

Q Okay. What is your knowledge of-ﬁhag
study and the AIA's role in that study?

A A doctor out there believed that he had
developed some sort of a treatment for mesothelioma
using electricity or some such thing, and so he had
come to the Association looking for money to try the
treatment, continue the treatment. That's my
recollection of it.

Q Do you recall the Association retaining
the services of Clifford Scheckler?

A I don't recall it on a pay basis.

Q I'1l ask you to look at page 13, the last
paragraph. It says: "In the customer relations area
the total effect of negative press publicity and
government relations on industry customers is still

today rather poorly defined. Some members of the
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Association have reported serious problems in this
area, while others have experienced few or no
difficulties thus far." Can you recall what problems
you were referring to?

A I believe to the point that people, customers
didn't want products of any type with asbestos in it,
no matter, you know, what.

Q Can you recall the Asbestos Information
Association preparing slide presentations concerning
the facts about asbestos and health? |
A Gee, not really.

Q I ask you to look at page 18.

It says, the first paragraph: "I personally believe
that the employee relations aspeqt of the agbestos
health problem is one that has been sorely neglected by
most companies within the industry.®™ Did you believe
that at the time?

A I assume.

Q It says: "I feel that this could develop
into a major problem area in the near future, and that
steps should be taken now to deal with it. We know
that Dr. Selikoff and various organized labor groups -
are planning a full-scale campaign to bring their |
intefpretation of the asbestos health problem to the

attention of asbestos industry employees throughout the
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Nation.® How did you find that out, do you remember?
A No.

Q The next sentence says: "If the industry
permits this interpretation to be disseminated
unchallenged, the consequences could be grave indeed.”
Could you explain that to me what you meant by that?

MS. FIGUEREDO: If you recall now what you

meant by that.

A No, I really can't.

Q You don't remember what you mean by that?z
A No, I really don't, to be honest with you.

Q "I ask you to look at page 23. The first

full paragraph talks about the public relations
campaign concerning asbestos and health. See that?
A Uh-huh.

Q Okay. The second full paragraph contains
the following statement: "In any case, we also from
time to time put out press releases on various subjects
relating to asbestos-health. A few weeks ago we issued
& release on the report of the advisory committee on

asbestos cancers of the World Health Organization. In

- brief, the report concluded that the general public is -

not in danger from asbestos in the environment.® Do
you recall that?

A No, I do not.
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Q Did you in 1973 have a file, about a half
dozen files in your possession concerning important
medical papers and photographs illustrating the
benefits of asbestos? |
A Yes, of course.

Q And when you left Hill and Knowlton == I
mean the AIA, do you believe those files were left with
the AIA?

A All the files that I had went down to the
Washington office of the AIA. R

Q Okay. And do you know who was in
possession of those files?

A Bob Marinas. He would have been the fellow who
replaced me.

Q Do you know today who is in charge of

keeping such files?

A The head of the -- I would assume the head of
the AIA.

Q What is his name?
A Pigg, P-i-g-g, is his last name. I can't

remember his first name.
Q Did you deal with him on behalf of Hill
and Rnowlton ever?

A No.

Q Do you still deal with the Asbestos
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Information Association?

a No.
Q When is the last time --,
MS. FIGUEREDO: Wait, I'm sorry.
(Witness and Counsel confér).
Q When is the last time that Hill and

Knowlton dealt with the Asbestos Information
Association, to your knowledge?
A Late --‘ptbbably late '74, '

Q Okay. I'd like you to look at thé bottom
of page 25. It says: "And now having heard the bad
side of the public relations problem, it's time for the
good news. And the good news is, despite all the
negative articles on asbestos-health that have appeared
in the press over the past half-dozen years, very few
people have been'paying attention." Can you recalll

making that statement?

A No.

Q Did you believe that statement to be true
in 19732
A I think I1'd have to read further to f£ind out in

what context it was said.

Q Please do so. And let me just --.
A Now I understand what it's in context.
Q Did you recall in February of 1973 the
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Association undertaking an interview --

A Yes.

Q -- survey of the American public to
determine its attitude toward asbestos, its awareness

of the health issue?

A Yes.
Q And that survey was conducted by who?
A Opinion Research Corporation, as it states.

Q And did Hill and Knowlton have anything to
do with that survey? ; ‘
A No.
Q What was the results of that survey? -
MS. FIGUEREDO: Are you asking him of his
independent recollection, or what's =-. |
Q Right, what you member.
MS. PIGUEREDO: Do you recall anything?
A No, not specifics.
Q Tell me what the results of the survey
were from looking at this document.
MS. FIGUEREDO: You can say what it
states.
A Well it says, “"comment from summary.®" Since I ..
don't have the summary I can't comment from it. So I
don't, there's no way I possibly could.

Q Okay. Does the text surrounding the first
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paragraph on 26 give any meaning to that paragraph to
you, that very few people have been paying attention?
A I think the context is, yes, the context is that

basically the vast majority of people according to this

- survey were neither aware of nor particularly concerned

about asbestos health in their personal lives.

Q Did that survey also include industrial
workers?
A I have no recollection.

Q Okay. Can you recall if that su?vey'was

done at the request of the Asbestos Information

Association?
A Yes.
Q All right. And it was the position of the

members of the Asbestos Information Association at that
time that very few people were still aware of the
asbestos problem; is that correct?

A No. I would assume, to my recollection, the
reason the survey was conducted is because the industry

thought everybody was aware of it.

Q And the conclusion was what?
A - That very few people were aware.

Q Thank you. That was the good news, righté
A That's right.

Q Did you believe at the time that
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Dr. Selikoff and his supporters dramatized and

exaggerated the seriousness of the asbestos health

problem?
A Yes.
Q Did you ever communicate that to

Dr. Selikoff?
A Not me peisonally.
Q Did anybody at the Asbestos Information
Association ever communicate that to Dr. Selikoff?
a I don't knowf h
Q Did the Asbestos Information Association
or any entity on its behalf or its members ever do
anything to try to counteract the positions taken by
Dr., Selikoff in terms of dramatizing and exaggerating
the seriousness of the problem?
A Only to the point-of trying to state what‘the
facts were as they were known to the industry at the
time.
Q Which was that?
A Basically that =--,.
MS, FIGUEREDO: You want him to summarize
all the facts that they were aware of?
MR. PLACITELLA: I want to know what his
basic understanding was. I'm not asking to cit

me chapter and verse. I want to know what his

60
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basic understanding was.
A Basically the statement, things that I've said
before, and that is in essence that asbestos products
company basically be used safely if the appropriate
controls were, you know, were done.

Q Let me ask you before you go on. Did
Dr. Selikoff take é position contrary to that, that if
you use the proper safety precautions the products
could be used’safely?
A Basically that was the, that was the pﬁ:poéé of
the whole program that Manville and Dr. Selikoff
undertock to find ways to do that specifically gor the

insulation workers.

Q What I'm trying to understand is why --
A What's =--.
Q -~ the Asbestos Information Association

believed that Dr. Selikoff was exaggerating the
seriousness of the problem?

A Because Dr. Selikoff took the single example
from a health standpoint of the workers in the
insulation trades, which was an extremely dusty trade,

and tried to apply those numbers to everybody who

worked with asbestos worldwide. And there was plenty

of epidemiological data that said that just wasn't the

truth, that's not the facts, people who work in other
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ways with‘asbestos where they're not exposed to huge
amounts‘of asbestos dust thevway the insulation trade
were will not develop diseases at this sort of levels
that Selikoff had in his study.

Q Well, did you have a conciusion at the

time that they would develop diseases at lower levels?

A In some areas yes, and in some areas no.
Q What do you mean by that?
A In other words, if you looked at the textile

mills, for example, they had problems not as éexious as
Selikoff's, but problems particularly with asbestosis.
If you lobkgd at asbestos cement pipe, before they‘got
the crocidolite out you had some mesothelioma problems
there. Most other asbestos cement situations there
didn't seem to be any problems at all. The mining
situation, for whatever reason, did not seem to be bad
except in South Africa. So it was a mixed bag of
things.

Q Well, how long was it known that high

levels of fibers were generated by asbestos insulation

workers?
A I don't know. I can't say.
Q Okay. You did believe prior to 1973,

however, did you not, that individuals who were family

members were at risk of developing asbestos disease?
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MS. FIGUEREDO: Family members of whom?

Q Asbestos insulation workers, okay, factory
workers.
A Only from the, from a study in England.

Q And did you ever see anything that refuted

that study?
A I don't believe so.

Q So was it that Dr. Selikoff was doing
specifically in terms of what trade or exposed
population that you say over dramatized or ei&gge?ated
the asbestos health problem, that's what I'm trying to
determine?

A Well, let me.see. to try and put thisg into
perspective, I can't remember how many people he had
in that insulation workers study. But he would apply
the percentages of deaths from asbestos to asbestosis,
lung cancer, mesothelioma. As I said before, to
everybody who worked in the asbestos industry, whether
they had exposure to any significant quantities of
asbestos at all, and despite the fact that there were
lots of epidemiological studies around that said that
basically those numbers do not apply to this, to the
people Qho work in this industry taken as a whole.

Q Okay. That's what I'm trying to

understand.
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A Yes.
Q You said that there was demonstration that
people who worked with asbestos cement pipe cquld get

sick, correct?

A Dating back before controls were put into place.
Q Ail right. And when was that, '40s?

A Yeah, probably.
Q "505?

A I don't know, before my time.
Q You say that there was evidence.that.

people who worked in the asbestos textile factories
could get sick, correct?.
A Yes, many studies.

Q All right. There was evidence that people
who worked in thevasbestos insulation industry could

get sick, correct?

A Not in the manufacturing side.

Q That I don't understand. What do you
nean?
A In other words, the people -~ I mean, to the

best of my recollection, I don't think that there were
any studies that indicated the pedple whé made the pipe -
insulation had a problem. It was only the people who )
installed it and ripped it out that had the problem.

But I may be wrong. But that's my recollection.
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Q Is that because there were adequate

controls put into the various factories --

A Right.
Q ~- where the products were made?
A That's correct.
Q Okay. All right. What other populations

other th#n-the factory workers who made the products
did you think that Dr. Selikoff was exaggerating his
findings concerning a specific population; that's what
I'm trying to understand? |
MS, FIGUEREDG: I think you are
misconstruing what he said. Before he said he
was applying the rate for insulation workers to
everyone else., You want him to name everyone
that's not‘an insulatin worker?

Q Are there any other trades that were
exposed that you think the numbers were unfairly
applied to?

A The insulation workers from the outside. In
other words, people outside of the industry, the
insulatiqn‘wotkers were the only ones to my |
recollection that had any real serious problems.

Q .Okay. During the time that you were with\
the AIA of North America, did you ever participate in

any lobbying activities specifically with respect to
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the passing of OSHA standards? ’
A I testified at the OSHA hearing on asbestos and
discussions with their technical people during the
course of it with regard to certain aspects of the

proposed standard.

Q You testified on behalf of who?
A Asbestos Information Association.

Q  And its members?
A Yes.

Q What was the substance of your téétimény?
A Basically that the industry felt that the

standard should be set for -- they didn't basically
object to the proposed standard, which I believe was
two fibers per cubic centimeter. But they needed a
couple of years to come into compliance., They said,
can we do five or two years and then go down to the
two. And there were, you know, nix and things in the
workplace section, a compliance section that they
wanted to change. I don't remember what they were
anymore.

Q Did the industry take, or the AIA take a
position with respect to labeling of asbestos products? ..
A I don't remember. I don't. h

Q Did you ever do any lobbying activities in

front of NIOSH?
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A No, I don't believe so.
Q How about the EPA?
A Again, when the EPA was going through the

process of their standard, theré was testimony given by
the Asbestos Association and by a lot of member
companies as well, for that matter.

Q And what was the substance of the

testimony before the EPA by the Asbestos Information

Agsociation?
A I really don't recall.
Q Did you personally testify?
A No. »
Q Do you know who did testify?
A I believe a man named Frank Zimmerman.
Q Where. is he, from National Gypsum?
A National Gypsum.
Q Do you remember what his testimony was
about?
A Well, he was an environmental engineer, so the

substance of his testimony, as I recall it, was to --
again they had proposed, as I recall, proposed a |
standard and, you know, to certain little modifications&j
about what is practical and what was not practical, as h

I recall.

Q Can you tell me what the structure of the

b
§
{
i
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AIA was in terms of when you first went there in the
early 1970s? Did they have various technical
committees, how it was broken down?

A Do you want it right at the beginning 1970 or --

Q Right.
A ~~ or -beginning 19717

It primarily really dién't change. It was --
there would be a président and a vice-president, and
then they would have primarily committees to deal with
the environmental control part. That was th&limpﬁrtant

part to them at that time.

Q What do you mean by that?
A To develop this sort of thing; This was --,
Q You're referring to P-3?
A Yeah, referring to P-3, I know they put out a

whole bunch of these things, and that was an endless

process that Cliff Scheckler was involved in, that you

mentioned him before.

Q Did they have a special committee on
asbhestos and health where the views member doctors met

to discuss the issues?

A I don't recall.
Q 'Did they have --.
A I don't really recall.
Q Were there official meetings that took
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place on a somewhat reqular businesses at the AIA?

A Oh, vyes.

Q How often did those meetings take place?
a I have no recollection.

Q Where would they take place?
a They would normally take place in the, when I

was there, in the offices in New York.

Q And were minutes kept of those meetings?
A They had legal counsel.
Q Who was that?
A Fellow named Bradley Walls.
Q Do you know whether actual minutes were
kept?
A I really don't recall.
Q Do you know whether any written summary of

the meetings were ever put together and sent to the

various members?

A I really do not recall.
Q Were notes taken at the meeting?
A I would assume so. I mean, I would take notes

at the meeting.

Q To your knowledge, has the Ashestos -

Information Association ever had a policy of destroying
its old files concerning asbestos and health?

A I have no knowledge of that. Not in my time.
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Q Do you want to take a break?

A Yeah, sure.
(Recess.)

Q You told me around 1973 you ‘left the AIA,
correct?
A That's right.

Q And you went to Hill and Knowlton?
A That's correct.

Q What was your job in 1973 at Hill and
Knowlton? . |
A I was an account executive in Hill and Knowlton.

Q And what were your jobs as account
executive?
A To assist clients who had problems with health,

health related issues.
Q And can you remembe? any of the clients
that you had at that time?
A Just the Asbestos Information Association.
Q Can you remember specifically the member
companies that you dealt with?
A Well, of course, Manville and Raybestos,
National Gypsum. Those were the ones we were closest -
with. | *
Q What specifically did you do when you took

on this job at Hill and Knowlton?
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A My job basically was to serve in a transitional
stage while this person who replaced me was learning

the issues about asbestos.

Q And who was that again?
A Bob Marinas.
Q And did you have a title when you -- you

were account executive?

A Yes.
Q How long did you have that title?
A For about, about a year. |
Q Until sometime in 19742
A Yes.
Q What was the next job you had?
A Well the title ~- I was made a vice-president in

1974 sometime.

Q And what were your duties as
vice-presideht?
A It's -- it was just a reward.

Q You had the same clients?
A Same clients.

Q Did you have any clients outside of the

asbestos industry? -

A Yes.
-
Q Who was that?
A Society of the Plastics Industry.
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Q And how long did you have the job as

vice-president?

A Until 1980.
Q And then what job did you have?
A I was named a senior vice-presidént in 1980.
Q Did your job responsibilities change?
A At approximately that same time I was =-- no, it

was earlier than that -- I was named deputy director of

the division that I currently run.
Q Which is what?
A It's titled today, Scientific Technical and

Environmental Affairs.

Q That's the job you have now?
a That's correct.

Q What does that division do?
A - It counsels clients involved in health related
issues.

Q Does that include also members of the

asbestos industry, or former members?
A Not today.
Q When is the last time that Hill and

Knowlton counseled a member of the asbestos industry?

A I can't speak for Hill and Knowlton. I can only

speak fo: my division.

Q What about your division?
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A I don't know what other companies do. 1In about
five or six years ago I would guess.

Q And why was it, did that relationship
cease at that time?
A No, this was -- this was just a project that
somebody wanted our advice on something.

Q What project was that?
A It was U.S. Gypsum. And they asked whether it
would be possible to put together a background paper on
the use of asbestos in schools. | |

Q And what happened with respect to that?
A Their lawyers decided that that would probably

not be a wise thing to do,vso the project was never

completed.
Q Why not?
A I don't know.
Q When you say background paper, what do you

mean by that?
A Similar to the papers, types of papers I
described before.

Q The history of, knowledge of diseases,
that type of thing? -
A In this particular case to assess whether thereﬂ

was any real significant risk to children from asbestos

in schools.
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Q And that particular project was abandonegd?
A That's correct.

Q And you said that was around when?
A It's got to be five or six years ago.

Q On the advicé of USG's lawyers?
A As I understand it.

Q Did you actually have discussions with any

of their attorneys?
A No.
Q The division that you man, do yoh have

doctors and technical people working in that division

with you?
A No.

Q How is that structured, that division?
A I am the director of the division. There is a

deputy director and then eight other professional
staff, meaning and secretaries.

Q That's what I am -- what do they do?
A As I said before, they counsel clients who have,
you know, issues that involve environment, product
safety and health, FDA related matters.

Q Do they actually do research for the -
clients like opinion surveys, medical research? That'é

what I'm trying to understand.

A No, we wouldn't do medical research. We're a
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public relations firm.

Q Would you do research of medical articles?
A Yes.
Q Do you know whether Hill and Knowlton has

ever represented the Asbestosis Research Council?
A I don't know.
Q Do you know whether they've ever

represented or had an association with Turner & Newall?

A I don't know.

Q What about a member of the tobacco
industry?
a Yes.

Q What is the association between Hill and

Knowlton and the tobacco industry?
A We have clients who are in the tobacco industry.
Q Does your division have anything to do

with the tobacco industry?

A Yes.
Q In what sense?

A It's proprietary. I really can't discuss it.
Q When you say "proprietary,” what do}you

mean by that?

MS. FIGUEREDO: The agency has certain
agreements with certain clients that aren't

public kﬁowledge that Hill and Rnowlton is doing

Brody & Geiser (201) 738-8555 or (212) 732-0644
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work for them is confidential and they can't

disclose that information. There are signed

agreements to that effect.

Q Do you know if Hill and Knowlton has ever
been associated with or represented Owens-Corning
Fiberglas?

A I -- I don't know. I never have been involved

with Owens-Corning.

Q Never in terms of =--.
A On behalf of Hill and RKnowlton.
Q Any involvement with respect to

Owens-Corning Fiberglas and the hazards of fiberglass?
A Not to the best of my knowledge.

Q What about Pittsburgh Plate Glass, has
Hill and Rnowlton ever represented them or been
associated with them?
A Yes.

Q What about the Safe Buildings Alliance,

have you ever heafd of them?

A No.

Q What about the Asbestos Textile Iﬂstitute?
A - Not to the best  of my knowledge. : -

Q United Statés Rubber? i
A I don't know of it.

Q Any other members of the asbestos industry

Brody & Geiser (201) 738-8535 or (212) 732-0644
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SWETONIC-Direct 77
that-you know of that Hill and Knowlton had associated
with or represented in the past?

A The only one that comes to mind is, is now
Raymark Corporation or formerly Raybestos-Manhattan.

Q Do you know anything about Hill and
Knowlton's association with the Asbestos Information
Association in Great Britain? |
A No, I know it no longer exists, I mean the
relationship.' But I -- I don't know whether it didn't

or anything.

Q Does Hill and Knowlton still represent
Johns-Manville?
A I believe so.

Q Do you have anything to do with that
account?
A No.

Q Does Hill and Knowlton'still represent

Pittsburgh Plate Glass?

A I believe so.

Q Do you have anything to do with that
aécount?
A - I have in the past had something to do with -

them, but not in recent years.

Q Have you ever repregented Pittsburgh Plate

Glass on the subject of asbestos and health?
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A No.

Q Does your particular division maintain

files on asbestos and health?

A Yes.
Q Okay. And who is the custodian of those
files?
A I suppose I am.
Q Did you have a personal file on that?
A No. What we have is just a lot of, you know,

books, published articles on asbestos and health of one

type or another.

Q Do you have a file concerning
correspondence or memoranda concerning your
representation of present or former members of the

asbestos industry?

A Not anymore,
Q What happened to that £ile?
A In the normal course of destroying files they

were put in a transcript file when we no longer had
worked for the Association, and they've long since been

destroyed.

Q Have you ever -~ when I said you I mean
Hill and Knowlton -- give any advice to any member of
the asbestos industry on the placement of warnings on

asbestos products?

Brody & Geiser (201) 738-8555 or (212) 732-0644
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SWETONIC~Direct 79
A Not me personally. And I don't, I can't answer

for anybody else.

Q Have you ever prepared press releases on

behalf of any member of the asbestos industry or

organization, to your knowledge?

A I would assume that when we were working for the
Agbestos Information Association in '73 and '74 that we
did that, but I have no recollection of what they might

have been about.

Q Do you know a Don Ferguson?
A No.
Q What about Holly Spence?
A No.
Q - Do you know Mr. Moster, M-o~sS-t-—-e-r?
A No.
| Q How about Tabolt, T-a-b-0-1-t?
A No.
Q Burke, B-u~r-k-e?
A Ro.
Q Okay. What about a Mr. Smedley?
A Smedley? I believe he's in our Chicago office.

MR. PLACITELLA: Can we have this marked
P-~4?
{The above-mentioned document is marked as

P-4 for Identification.)

Brody & Geiser (201) 738-8555 or (212) 732-0644
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Q Looking at a document which I'11l show you.
which is marked P-4 dated June 10, 1987, which has been
produced té me by Hill and Knowlton in response to my
subpoena the last time we were here, do you recall
discussing in Chicago the formation of a science
advisory board concerning the health aspects of
fiberglass?

A Vaguely. I don't remember the nature of the
discussion, to be honest with you.

Q Are you familiar with the medical studies

done by Dr. Enterline?

A Just from what I've read in the newspapers.
Q What have you read?
A I don't recall anymore. Fiberglass is not a

field that I know very much about.

Q Okay. I'm going read to you a paragraph
from this document. Just tell me if this is true or
not. It says: "We have discussed the formation of a
science advisory board in Chicago as well as with Mat
Swetonic of Hill and Rnowlton/New York City, who is

well aware of Dr. Enterline and his research, the

. creation of science advisory boards, and is completely

familiar with the asbestos as well as fiberglass
issuegs.” 1Is that a true statement?

A Asbestos, yes. Fiberglass, no. And as I said,

Brody & Geiser (201) 738-8535 or (212) 732-0644




10
11
12
13

14

15

16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

SWETONIC-~-Direct 81

my only information on Phil's study is what I've read

in the Times and other places, Wall Street Journal,

whatever.
Q Have you ever met Dr. Enterline?
A Yes.
Q In what context?
a He was doing research for, I can't remember who,

probably Manville on asbestos in terms of the, thé

maintenance péople in asbestos factories who seem to

- have a higher rate of disease than normal workers. He

did some work on that for, I beljieve for

Johns-Manville.

Q Did you ever discuss with him his studies
concerning the health aspects of fiberglass?

A No.

Q Are you familiar with an organization

known as TIMA?

A Yes.
Q What is your familiarity with TIMA?
X Johns-Manville had been a member of it when I

was at the company. AaAnd I just -- and I knew the
execugive director. In fact, he lived in nmy hometown
where I live now.

Q Who is that?

A Jack Barnhardt. Its the same organization I'm

Brody & Geiser (201) 738-8555 or (212) 732-0644




:
v A

10
11
12
13
14

15

16

17

18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

thinking

Q
separate
industry
or offer
A I

Q

SWETONIC~Direct 82

of.

Can you recall expressing "that a panel
from TIMA would lend more credibility than an
group trying to repudiate Enterline's findings
commentary on any future reseafch findinqs"?
don't recall making a statement like that.

Let me read this paragraph to you and see

if this refreshes your memory.

a This is something I wrote?

Q
me =
A I

Q

This is a memo that Hill and Rnowlton gave

see,

~-= from the Hill and Knowlton files.

MS. FIGUEREDO: Can we make a copy of

this, too? .

MR. PLACITELLA: 1 mean, you gave me the

original.

MS., FIGUEREDO: I realize that, but we

don't have it in front of me.

MR. PLACITELLA: Well, sure, make a copy.

I'1l ask a couple questions in the

meantime.

Q

Blizin?

_Have you ever heard of a man named Jerry

A Jerry Blizin.

Brody
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Q Who is he?
A Yes.
Q Who is he?
A He was a Hill and Rnowlton employee in your

Washington office.

Q And what was his job?
A He was a senior vice-president down there.
Q Did he have anything to do with the

asbestos and/or fiberglass industry, to your knowledge?

A e, he worked on an asbestos account down there

a couple years ago I know.

Q Do you know what account that was?
A It was, I believe, a Canadian asbestos coalition

of some type.

Q What about Gary‘Nash, do you know who he
ig? |
A I don't believe so.
Q The same doesn't sound familiar to you?
A Gary Nash?
Q Right.
A No.
Q I am going'to ask you to look at the -;

- second full paragraph. It says: "Swetonic worked for

fifteen years in this area and knows the players in the

asbestos battle as well as the fiberglass issue.
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Swetonic said, and we agree, that a panel separate from
TIMA would lend more credibility than an industry group
trying to reéﬁdiate Enterline’s findings or offer
commentary on any future research findings." Do you
recall that?
A This is not an accurate reflection of anything
that I might have said,

Q Well, what did you say?
A To my recollection, you know, in and this does
refresh it somewhat, that -- in the first plaée. I
never told her that I was an expert on fiberglass.

Q Who?
A This person Holly Spence. I assume she works in
our Chicago office, is all I can gather from this. And
as I recall, the discussion that what, what I had
suggested to her is that they get some outside experts,
medical doctors and that sort of thing, to form an
advisory panel to, to whoever, I guess to TIMA, yeah,
to advise them on how to, how to react to these things.
But never, I would not have said "repudiate Enterline's

findings®™ or anything like that. She's putting words

in my mouth that I don't recall ever saying.

Q ‘That's Holly Spence's characterization?
A That's correct.
Q Did you discuss the role and mission of

.Brody & Geiser (201) 738-8555‘or (212) 732-0644
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that particular advisory board with her?
A I don't recall. I don't recall.

Q Do you recall saying to her that the
"mission statements would include a concern for general
health and safety and stress the group's interest in
maintaining a totally independent body for review of
all reseaich methodology"?

A Prdbably some of these are my ideas, but I
cannot remember which ones, to.be totally honest with
you. | |

Q Do you know a Dr. Anderson?

A Where Dr. Anderson? Oh, I see., No, I have no
idea who he is, | |

o] Do you know if Dr. Anderson is currently
the medical director for Johns-Manville Corporation?
A I don't know.

Q You ever hear of a Dr. Dobban of
Owens~Corning Fiberglas?

A No.

Q Do you know of any videotape made by Drs.

. Dobban, Anderson, énd Hill and Knowlton to express the

fiberglass industry's views on the health aspectsbof -

fiberglass?
A No.
Q who at Hill and Knowlton would have that
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kind of knowledge?
A I don't know.

Q wWho is in charge today, to your knowledge,
of Certain-Teed, Johns-Manville, and Owens-Corning
fiberglass in terms of the fiberglass industry at Hill

and Knowlton?

A I just -- I don't know.
Q Who would know that?
a I believe -~ like I said, Manville is the only

one I know we work for. Aand 1 think Bob Stone} who

you've already deposed, works for them.

Q You ever hear of a woman Dottie Wackerman?
A No.
Q Well, your division handles issues of and

advises on health to various industry members, correct?
A That is correct.

Q - What other division of Hill and Rnowlton
is involved in that?
A Well, you have to understand that each office
will, to a large extent. attempt to do it's own
consulting in this area if they can get away with it.
Meaning that it's good for their, for their bottom line .
for their division. So Chicago will do some of it, '

Washington will do some of it. We just have no

knowledge of it up here in New York.

Brody & Geiser (201) 738~8555 or (212) 732-0644



L)

10

11

12
13
14

15

16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

SWETONIC~-Direct 87

Q You have a counterpart to your department
in Chicago and Washington?

A Not a counterpart. But just people who will
call us in when they're faced with these sorts of
issues.

Q Are you aware as to whether the Chicago
office is an advisor to TIMA?

a 1 have no knowledge of that.
MS. FIGUEREDO: What does TIMA stand for?
THE WITNESS: Ihermal Manufacturérs |

Insulation Association.

Q- Am I correct that you have no knowledge
concerning Hill and Knowlton's representation of the
fiberglass, anyone in the fiberglagss industry?

A That's correct.

Q Are you aware of any presentations made by

members of the fiberglass industry in conjunction with

Hill and Knowlton comparing the hazard of asbestos to

fiberglass?
A No.
Q Is it the practiée of Hill and Knowlton

to, when dealing with a subject for presentation to the -

" public, to make videotapes practicing the presentation

on behalf of the speaker?

A That would be -- not necessarily standard, but

Brody & Geiser (201) 738-8555 or (212) 732-0644
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it would be frequently done.

Q Do you know whether that was ever done by
any member of the asbestos industry with the
assistance of Hill and Knowlton?

A Not to my knowledge.

Q Well, you know that Hill and Rnowlton has

done that with respect to Johns-Manville and it's

approach to the bankruptcy, correct?

A Yes.
Q You've seen those videotapes?
A I've not seen the videotapes.
Q You know that that was videotapeAd?
A I knew that was gding on, yes.
Q And that you i.. fact had knowledgé of

Johns-Manville formulating a public relations campaign
for employees and the public in terms of bankruptcy and

the issues related thereto; is that correct?

A I was not involved in it.
Q Who was involved in it?
ﬂ Basgsically it was our Chicago office.
Q | So does your Chicago office also represent

Johns-Manville and do work independent of the New York

office?
A To the best of my knowledge.

Q  What is the division of labor or
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responsibility in terms of the representatioa of
Manville between the New York and Chicago office?
A I don't really know. Bob Stone who handles

Manville used to be in our Chicago office, So that's

basically where it started.

Q Do you know who is in charge of the
Manville account out of the Chicago office now?
A No, I do not.

Q Do you recall ever having spoken to a

Holly Spence?

A Yeah, having seen this now I do.
Q Who is she?
A She must work in our Chicago office, is all I
can say.
Q When did you speak to her?
A Well, just on the basis of this, it would appear

to be June of last year.

MS. FIGUEREDO: Do you have any
independent :ecollecti§n other than from this
document?

THE WITNESS: No, not really. I mean,
just very vague. -
Q Did you ever suggest that research .

concerning the health aspects of fiberglass have been

conducted through the cancer research institute?

Brody & Geiser (201) 738-8555 or (212) 732-0644
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A I don't recall making such a recommendation.

Q Can you recall any instances in the past
where Hill and Rnowlton advised any member of the
insulation industry to set up research foundations or
medical research to help assist it on the asbestos and
healﬁh issues
A Only the, only going back to the establishment

of that joint program with Selikoff back in the late

'60s.

Q Other than that, you can't think.of Qny?
A No, I cannot think of any.

Q In your capacity at the Asbestos

Information Association, had you ever discussed the
hazards of asbestos specifically with any industry
member representatives other than Johns-Manville?
MS. FIGUBREDO: Can you repeat the
question?
| (Read back.)

A Well, thét was the purpose of the trade
asgociation. So, sure, with all the other member
companies when they wodld come to meetinés or whatever.

Q I'm réading from P-2, the statemen£ that -
says; "Most finished asbestos-containing products when.
correctly used will not produce dust levels high enough

to be a hazard to workers.®™ Do you know what is meant

Brody & Geiser (201) 738-8555 or (212) 732-0644
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by the term "correctly used"?
A No. As I said, I had nothing to do with
preparing that document.

Q Can you tell me what publications your
division reviews on a regular basis on behalf of its
clients to determine whether there were any articles
concerning health hazards in industry in general?

A Our division, as opposed to Hill and Rnowlton
regsearch which would, you know, look at newspapers and
regular magazines, we have subscriptions to a$out 120

or 130 separate medical publications of one type or

another.
Q And do you have a list of that?
A | No. I mean --.
Q You don't maintain a list of that?
A No, I really don't.
Q During the time that Eill and Knowlton

represented Johns-Manville and the AIA Association of
North America, can you tell me what industry
publications and medical journals that Hill and
Knowlton reviewed on a regular basis for its clients?
A - No, not really. It's, you know, the standard
New England Journal of Medicine. Journal of American

Cancer Society, you know, the usual stuff.

Q Am I correct that there is a staff at Hill

Brody & Geiser (201) 738-8S555 or (212) 732-0644
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and Knowlton that actually, that's part of their job

responsibilities?

A That's correct.
Q Where does that staff work out of?
A Out of my division.
Q And who heads that staff?
A Marie Overfors.
Q How long has she had that job?
A Just a year.
Q | Prior to that was there some st#ff sfill

in place to do that job?
A Just normally one person.

Q Do you know if an article, for instance,
was found on asbestos and health, what would you do
with that article in terms of your clients?

A ~ Well, right now basically nothing because we
don't have any clients in the asbestos area.

Q But at the time that Hill and Knowlton
represented the asbestos industry in terms of
Johns-Manville and the AIA.

A That function, that research function didn't
exist in this division at that time. -

Q Did it exist somewhere else w;thin Hill |
and Rnowlton?

A I don't really recall.
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Q Did there come a time when Hill and
Rnowlton stopped representing Johns-Manville?

A To the bést of my knowledge they represent them
today.

Q When is the last time that you know Hill
and Knowlton represented Johns~Manville concerning the
issues of asbestos and health?

A I have no knowledge of anything that we have
done for Manville, personal knowledge.

Q When is the last time that Hill and
Rnowlton represented the Asbestos Information
Assgsociation?

A I believe the end of 1974. Somewhere in that
ballpark.

Q What why was that relationship terminated?
A As I said before, we were retained, specifically
me, to bring Bob Marinas who replaced me up to speed.
When they felt that that had been accomplished, then we
were let go.

Q What did you do to bring Bob Marinas up to
speed?

A . He just, you know, he had to learn all about
asbestos and health. He knew nothing about it, nothiné
about any of the issues. And that was just a process

that went on for a period of time.
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SWETONIC-Direct 34
Q Who was the individual or individuals who

taught him about that issue?

A Well, taught is probably too strong a word. But

basically me and the other people in the industry.

Q Such as?
A well, it would be the people from the member
companies.

Q Any particular doctors instruct him or

give him advice, to your knowledge?
A I can't recall.

Q Did the Asbestos Information Association
at the time Hill and Knowlton represented them have

medical advisors?

A Did the Association have medical advisors?
Q Right.

A I believe only through the member companies.
Q Well, that's what i’m trying to

understand. Did the member companies each havé a
medical director or a medical person on a board or
something at it AIA?

A Not all of the companies had medical directors
or. outside consultants that worked with them. Those,
some of them did and they would, there was a committee

as I recall of those doctors.

Q And would they review any publications or
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presentations made by the AIA on behalf of the industry

members?
A Yes, I believe they would, as I recall.
Q Can you tell me specifically which doctors

you can recall dealing with from those companies?

A I believe George Wright. I believe around that
time Manville had retained Dr. Paul Kotin as well,
There was a doctor from Raybestos, but I cannot
remember his name, I believe. And those are the only
ones that frankly come to mind.

Q Did any member of the insurance industry
ever have any relationship with Hill and Knowlton -in
terms of the issues of asbestos and health?

A Not to my knowledge.

Q Now, was there a policy within the
Asbestos Information Association that nothing could be
released unless it was approved by the member
companies, and that no statement should be made without
the approval of the member companies?

A Well, there was -- there was an approval
process. I canndt specifically say what it was. I
know that not everybody had to approve a statement that _

needed to be made in a short period of time. But I

don't remember what the approval process was.

Q But generally there was approval on behalf
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of the industry members --

A Yes.

0 -~ of anvthing that was published or
presented?
A That's correct.

Q So, for instance, were you made a

presentation to Congress, the substance of that
presentation would have to be approved by the member
companies or members of it?

A That's correct, although I've never made a

presentation to Congress or any Congressional

committee.

Q For instance, when vou testified before
OSHA -~
A Yes.

Q -~ was the substance of your testimony
first reviewed by the member companies?

A Yes.

Q Before any of these pamphlets are sent out

are they all approved by the member companies?

A If the pamphlets were produced when I was there,

yes. What happens today, I have no idea. -

Q Am I correct that you as you sit here
today you don't have a recollection of a specific

approval procedure?
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A I have no idea.

Q Do you know whether Hill and Knowlton
every gave advice to Manville or anvy member of the AIA
on product packaging?

A Product packaging? Not to the best of my
recollection.

Q Do you know whether Hill and Knowlton ever
prepared any press releases or publications in response

to the passing of OSHA regulations on behalf of its

clients?
A With regard to asbestos?
Q- Right.
A I don't think Hill and Knowlton did.
Q Do you know whether the AIA ever prepared

presentations or publications in response to the
passing of OSHA regulations on behalf of its member
companies?

A It is my recollection that when I was at the AIA
that I prepared a press release when the OSHA standards
were issued in June of 1973,'I believe. June of '73?

'72, sorry.

o] What was the substance of the press -
release? |
A Just simply, I believe, that the, as I recalled

it was very short, that the industry found the OSHA

Brody & Geiser (201) 738-8555 or (212) 732-0644
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standard to be acceptable, and that we believe that
they would be protective of workers in the asbestos
industry. Something to that effect, very simple.

Q Did you ever prepare, that is Hill and
Knowlton, help prepare'any statements or press releases
in response to anv court case involving asbéstos in the
industry?

A Not to the best of my knowledge.
Q How about the Asbestos Information
Association? .
A ‘Not that I have been involved with, no.
MR. PLACITELLA: I don't think I have much
more. Why don't we take a couple minutes and

I'1l look at everything rather than do lunch.

(Recess.)
Q I only have a couple more'questions.
A Sure.
Q In your capacity with the AIA or with Hill

and Knowlton, have you ever dealt with a Dr. Hilton

Lewinsohn?
A I know him.

Q How do0 you know him? . -.
A He was originally -~ when I first met him he wag

working for one of the British asbestos companies. I

can't remember which one. And then he came to the

Brody & Geiser (201) 738-8555 or (212) 732~-0644
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States énd had a job with Raybestos. That's how I know
him.

Q Can you recall the last time you had any
contact with him?
A Oh, gosh, probably fifteen vears ago would be my
best gquess.

Q Was the company that Lewinsohn worked for

in Great Britain and a member of the Great Britain AIA?

A Yes.

Q Is that the context in which you“metAhim?
A Yes.

Q What is the relationship between the -AIA

and Great Britain and in the United States ~-

A No formal relationship.
Q -- at the time?
A I'm talking fifteen, sixteen years ago.
Q Right. |
A There was no formal relationship. We did not

have joint meetings or anything. But when their people
were in the States that he would meet with our people

on various aspects of environmental control or

whatever.
Q You would exchange information?
A Yes.
Q Now, did the AIA in Great Britain have any

i
i
H
i
i
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medical advisors to your knowledge?

A Yes, they did. Whether they were member company
people or outside consultants, I'm not totally sure.
Lewinschn, for example, he was a doctor. - My impression
was he worked for the company. He might have been an
outside consultant.

Q Do vou know when the AIA of Great Britain
was established?

A Prior to the one in the United States is about
the best I can tell you. | ‘

Q Is my understanding correct that Hill and
Knowlton at no time employed medical advisors
concerning the issue of asbestos and health?

A That's correct.

Q They simplyvtook advantage of whatever

their clients' medical people --.
A That's correct.
Q And lastly, is my understanding correct

that the AIA of North America still exists today, to

.your knowledge?

A Yes, because we get their newsletters.

Q How often do you get their newsletter?
A I really don't know. I don't know what the

frequency of that is.

Q Do you know where the AIA is located?

Brody & Geiser (201) 738-8555 or (212) 732-0644
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A Near Washington somewhere.
Q What is contained in the newsletter?
A As I recall, and I, vou know, don't go through

the thing very frequently just simply because we don't
have any clients, reports on new health studies new
regulations, you know, that sort of stuff.
Q I don't think I have any other questions
at this time. I don't know. Thank vou very much.
MR. CATINO: I have no questions.
MR. CONNELL: I have no questions.
MR. LEE: No questions.
MR. BOYLAN: No questions.
EXAMINATION BY MR. PLACITELLA:
Q Have you ever had any dealings with Dr.

Ray Murphy?

A No.
Q | How about Margaret Becklake?
A I'm familiar with the name.
Q How about Hans Weil?
A Yes.
Q What is your connection with Dr. Hans

Weil, or how did you know him? -
A He was, when I knew him he was a professor of
epidemiology or some such thing at University of Tulane

Medical School. And yeah, okay. I have to change

Brody & Geiser (201) 738-8555 or (212) 732-0644
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something I said before. I believe that the AIA did
hire him as a consultant on the EPA because I believe
he testified on our behalf at an EPA hearing. I
believe.

Q Did he advise the AIA on issues of

asbestos and health from time to time?

a Yes. Yeah, he did.
Q How was he compensated?
A I really don't recall.
Q Do you know if he was paid by thé hoﬁr or

per project?

A I really don't remember.
Q Have you ever heard of a Dr. Roger
Mitchell? |
A No.
Q How about Stuart Brooks?
A No. |
Q Ed Gaensler?
A The name is familiar, but I don't have a
context.
| Q How about Mark Urtell?
A - No, I am not familiar with the name.
Q .This struck me, I wanted to ask you this \

question before. Why is it that you have nothing to do

with Johns~-Manville anvmore if you knew them so

Brody & Geiser (201) 738-8555 or (212) 732-0644
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intimately and worked there?

A Well, two things. Our Chicago office wanted the
business, because as you know Manville is in Denver.
And so they, for their own basic financial benefit as
an offiée. they kept me out of it.

And the second part is, is that they as I
understand it, we were primarily hired to deal with
their financial situation, which I know nothing, you
know, that's hot part of my best -- I don't know
anything about that sort of stuff. So that'#hteaily
the answer.

Q When you first went to work at the AIA and

after leaving Manville --

A Yes.
Q -~ who was paying you?
A The AIA.
Q How was the AIA finénced?
A By the contributions of member companies.
Q Was it an annual contribution? How does
it work?
A I don't really recall the law firm that handled

how the billings were done. -
Q What law firms?
A This one, this fellow before, that I mentioned

before. I don't remember the name of the firm.

Brody & Geiser (201) 738-8555 or (212) 732-0644
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Q Now, you said in your professional
capacity you've had no contact with the AIA since 1974;
is that correct?

A | That's correct. We have not done any work for
them since then.

Q Have you had any personal contact with the
AIA?

A Yes, I made a speech to them about five yeérs or
six years ago, for which we were ndt compensated.

Q Concerning what?

A Advising them that basically they ought to do

more public relations, trying to get business.

Q A business promotion?
A That's right, exactly.

Q Anything else other than that?
A No.

MR. PLACITELLA: OQkay, thank you very
much. I don't have any other questions.

(Adjourned 1:01 p.n.)
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CERTIVFICATE

I, DIANA L. R. SENATORE, Notary Public and
Certified Shorthand Reporter, do hereby certifv that"
prior to the commencement of the examinagion

MATTHEW M. SWETONIC
was duly sworn by me to testify the truth, the whole
truth and nothing but the truth.

I DO FURTHER CERTIFY that the foregoing is
a true and accurate transcript of the testimony as
taken stenographically by and before me at the time,
place and on the date hereinbefore set forth.

I DO FURTHER CERTIFY that I am neither a
relative of nor employee nor attorney nor counsel for
any of the parties to this action and that I am neither
a relative nor employee of such attorney or counsel,
and that I am not financially interested in the action.

T s — - ——— —

DIANA L. R. SENATORE, CSR
XI01397
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We have discussed the formation of a science advisory board
in Chicago as well as with Matt Swetonic of Hill and
Knowlton/NYC who is well aware of Dr. Enterline and his
research, the creation of science advisory boards, and is
completely familiar with the asbestos as well as fiberglass
issues.

Swetonic worked for 15 years in this area and knows the
players in the asbhestos battle as well as the fiberglass
issue. Swetonic said, and we agree, that a panel separate
from TIMA would lend more credibility than an industry group
trying to repudiate Enterline's findings or offer commentary
on any future research findings.

Prior to the formation of the board, its role and mission or
objective would be determined. 1Its mission statement

would include a concern for general health and safety and
stress the group's interest in maintaining a totally

“independent body for review of all research methodology.

We suggest a board of perhaps five' members from a variety of
specialties. A three-year contract would help to ensure the
independence of the group. The. advisory board budget could
be created to allow for the hiring of additional experts if
needed. A TIMA representative such as Dr. Anderson could
serve in a non-voting, advisory capacity.

We suggest that TIMA might consider establishing a special

grant to fund this panel and its work with the

administration of the program being handled through a -
respected third-party/independent agency (such as the Cancer
Research Institute). ' '

This group could review, on a regular  basis or sporadically,
any significant research dealing with the issue of mademade
thermal fibers or related issues. This independent team
could have a great deal of credibility by virtue of its
third party administration.



The agenda for this advisory board could establish a 30-day
period in which TIMA could react to and express concerns to
the board on its review of each project. After that 30-day
period, the advisory board would he free to release its

results. -

Hill and Knowlton can call upon its research capabilities to
reveal many well-known a:d highly respected individuals in
the scientific community who would be potential board
candidates. This list would draw upon those with
specialities in safety and health, environment, occupational
disease, cancer, toxicology, medical, epidemiclogy, etc.

It is estimated that putting together a.carefully selected
group coculd take a month or two. Not only would this
involve preparing the list of ‘potential candidates and
making contact but there also would be the preparation and
distribution of background material.

An alternative approach to the advisory board could be a
larger board of specialist/consultants with expertise in a
variety of specialties who could be called upon for specific
tasks, such as reading specific pieces of research and
offering commentary. Individual honoraria would be involved

for each task.

s



cZSo

trade publigacicns,

agrsss the Unized Stacses,
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alcag with ma Thas yeu <€an take 3 loch atv afer she maezing.
Basically, the £ile csntains copies of the five indussry

pesizion pasars whish were distribused earlier, as well as a
autler ¢f impertaas zedisal papess and A paiz of photzgraphs

‘dllustrasing the benafiss oF astestss and industyy effcrus as

envizcnmensal conizal. You may be iaserasted o know that

.

eh3 itam chssan =3 ifllussrasa tna Senefics of asdescss is a
$is2-2222% asbestss suos,

wesr w

While we d3n't expess our iaformasisn fila 9 chaaga =he whola

i ns ohgse

atsisude @f cthRe press oward asteszes, we ars heping that N2

zacdia will make usa of it 39 assuraszaly reserst sha indusIsy's
Position whea doing szsTies a2 thae subiacs,

And ncw, haviag acazd chae bad sicda of =he stdliz

relations pschianm, is's tima for zhe good news.,

.
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se=islas on assestos~healil that have azgaared s she Prass
over =he sast hallf-dozen years, very few pecsla have taen

S

g;yiaq astanisn.  Let me axplalia.
a‘-—"‘ ..

Za Felkzuazy, tins Association undarsaek a personal

interview researsh susvey of zhe Amarican public vo dssesmins

izs aszisude toward astestes and L{ts awaraness ¢f she haalz
N -

- .

{issus. The sSuIvey was conducsad By tha Cpiniocn Rescaseh

Cerpozatisn during Mazsh and April., More whan 2,0C¢C
dexsgraghizally selactad Anericans ware intezviewaed., I have
b

have with 28 sufficient copias for all ¢f you of 2 suzzazy

of tha rssulcs.

362028 GCing 90 tD descrils cur acsivizias in tha
govarrment relastisnas area, I think i3 migns ba inzerassing

a% Shis point 32 2ke 3 very bric? look az tha mannaer Lo
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whieh oz. Selikaeif and his sugpzertsass have used nhis resears:h
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of lengsh of exsesure. YW will nota ITat LH zer Sams g

ehose workass who havae diad thus 3> fave Jia2 frza z2na of

the thrge astbestis-~relased diseases.

Thess, thea, axa tha faciy Im. FalikelX wnrks fras.
This is whaz e kaaws frea Ris cwn Lawesmimreisns. fow les
us 22X8 a 100X at whas ke has done visim Thmsa :"i:,-,.-.:;; ix
ordar %o dramatize the zrshlem. d .

SLICE 2 eewe PREITDTUING

This slide shcws Or, SelikslVs xwiiavizms aseuz
csteﬁ:csce‘.aud deains in she United ITTTF. RLIIIUL STNg
ineg dazails, T2, Seliikeif has arzrmed ax Biy TT=tesszians Ty
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the simple zricadure ¢f multislying soe zaasencase o2 deass

Zzam ashaszos-~telazad diszadsa aTeng NuF LinStooziiz workass

by the ta2al numbur of empliyees ia sia arsica isdEugesy,
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and decenzive, has Si2en an SNCIMOUS SuUcCcess sincs sach

Cz, Seliksld manizulatad and played on thail prejudices =0

Taising of =iz estinate has earned Or. Selikelf cozrespondingly
grasas caverage By the madii. No Jinar oxampla exists of

o2l guillibilizy o2 s=he srass chan zhe Tanser i3 whishs
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Whila shese essitatas sheuld Le reassuring o zhsse

.‘we should nos fsrgaz nat 5,000 of our workmen are still going
" to dia af astesscs-relacad diseasa ana zhaz, all :niﬁgs
considered, twhaza s absolusaly noshing shat we ¢an do 2o
pravens ic. 'Tnc only thing we éan do is te clean gp ou;

plants £2 assure thas those ancarzriang the indussesy ia the

.
- dgsuse Qi:; not have the saze exzeriancs. )
L2323 1 eeew GOVIRNMENT ASSHCIZ
Wizhin the past vesas ané a hald, cwha maia nruss of
Assaciacicn effazs has shifted =g zhe sovernmens affairzs frsncs.

Tne priasipal agencies i Vasiingson with which wa have Lean
desaling ace, of causse, ne Cosupasicsnal Safesy and Feaalsh
Adziniseration; che Savizsnmancal Protacsion Ageney: the feold

and Orug Ad=inaisstratisn; tho 3ureau of Mines: and, 0 a lesser

- d2gree, the Naticnal Iassizuta of Cesupatisnal Safaty aad Heal=n,



and the Nazionil sassisuses ¢f Healzh, Soth ¢f whizh are

-

maialy involved :n research elfsris.,

In addizion, 3 faw waexs ago we weare contacted by
the Federal Trade Commission, whiech b;d receaived a petzitien
frem the Qanter Ior Zcienca in the Public Interest raquestin
an inves:tigatian oI Ioasumar uses of astestos fozr the purposs

-—ah e

of determining whather certain groducts dught 9 be ladeled

as hazazdous aad wneche:.wa:ninqs shoull be :;qui:ed on all
adve:iisazaa:s for tnose products. On the basis of ay meeting
wisth an inavesstigazar Sraa tha T I would say that we have

cle e worsy abcus ia»ﬁ:is parsieular azea.

SLIZE 3 =w== CSHA

The Ocguzacional Safasy and Healeh Ad=iniscrazion
has Dean ¢f encroous cencern te the iadustry over the pase
18 =onths. Ac most of you already know, zha Asscsiasian

exgendad tIerandaus efforss duriag tae six moaeh rariod

R, -,
bt 2 J e e @ . ew P - T Sgiaeen e N s A, - v -
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leading w2z the promulgation of last June's G5HA setancazds <a

asbaestos, I shiak it 13 3 gauge of =g effaciiveness of zha

vocal iadustsv iavolvemant in this most crucial mawuar shas
2 elevan main requiraments ia the sctandards, che indusery

posisien was accegtad totally By CSHA on nine of the eleven,

LY

amout £ifuy percent &a a tanth, and wotally rejected on oaly ona.

Now, of course, GSHA is planaing to redo the standard

-

package and wa ares working cldsoly with tham on this p:bjéc:}

Thae fizst scep will te the farmasion <2 a 15 man advisory

gemmittas £ review the curtans szaadards and any additisaal

data and infsrmacion tRat has teaen davelepad in tha year since

the standards were promuljyscted.

Wozking in cooperasisa with aina s ~23 associaziins,

M4
»
111
14
&

ineluding your own, we have salected Jfour individuals as indusssve
gy 7

vide secozmandacions to OSHN for =he faur sa-cailad employer

v
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SpAts on the advisory

were Cuy Cabrielssh,

Raybestos-Mannazzan; C2,

Resgazsh and ZTaevelopm
Ia discussin
with Joha o‘xg;:; ol
we weze askad o add
O§3A would haye at la
we have agssed to da,
ThB gsmmista
s=plezs 2J3 dalizasa
sﬁanéa:d gackage.

.

agproxizactely a year

.

cenmistee.  Tha Zour zecsle selacuad
Prasidant ¢f Nigslas: ke veaver of

o}
13 ]

ad Purndsack, Visa Presildans far

ent ¢f Jehns-Manvilla; and Cliff Sneckler.

g the formation of she advisory ccmmistae
the OSHA Standards Davelcprent Secticn,
a couple of namas vo the list so that '

a5t the semblance of a selection, This

e will tSa given up I3 nine msnshs 3

wions and zTe2pare Isr £SHA 3 ravised

This will e followed by publis Reariags,

{222 now, Wa d5 ngot expect 22 seae Q

naw standard promulgatad tefgra the Tall of 1974,

—— e
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am

1 i3 of course .Trassiila w3 dezermine am hiLs wLisa

e
WwRaT 2na maw s2andazds will look lika, Nowever, o wauld versus:
=3 say chat shoy will cartasaly act ta le2ss striss than zine
enes we have =2day, alunough shey wiii probably he less
gonusing and laave lass sacm a7 employer intazgretatioen.

Somashing will uncuascionadbly ba done to impIove the curreans

difficulzias with the monitsring sequisaments,

-

SLISE 'S awwe NIOQSH .
These slides, by =ha way, are mesely simplifiesd

Srganisazisn Snasts ¢ she vazisus agancies witdk whigch we deal

Thg Zain funssisn o2 swhe Hasisrmal Inszisuce Zor

Occupasiconal sSafety and Yealsh is to condust rosaazsh and <o
prefare so=callad Critaria Packagas, whizsh are essantiall
recoznandaticns 9 CSHA for ssandapds ¢n varisus mazaesiass

and chamizsals. Sueh a package on ashestes was psrajsased

. -

>~ . - O crndtBh i, . )
e aadided e oSN, - nct . e SN



-364-

($]
[}
"

By N28SH ac che time oI the Osné 2rsceedings lass vear, N
will foz ke $refaling A new Or Tavised criterid package £or ke
‘upgsmiag review &f e asoestcs standarnds.

2 dg not talliave it would za unfair to say zhat of
all the agensi:s in Washington dealing with asbescos,

Cr. Selikeif nas 2ad his graatast influence on k2 ysuag
idaalistic sciensists aad dsctars at NIOSH. Consequ;hzl?, )
indusesy iailuence is weak2s% in this agency. ‘1% was NIOSE,
afsezr all, shat made the original secszmandasisn for a two
T fisar ssandard ia sha ashestas indusToy.
SLIZE § wwe= IDA

?cx: %9 CSHA, :hQISav;:Qn:ea: L Protaction Agensy hel
che greauest poroatial of any faderal agancy f3o advarsely
affecting tha fusuTe of ihe as:es;éz indusery ia sShis csuneoy.

Not only i i3 IFA resscensinla or lavalcepiag and endfizsing

LT and waser zollunion scaasards, Dyt Tha ToXis SuSstancas




- 317 -

v

Canzzal \ez, now zending in Congress, will 21156 teccme an TN
For ns3 reason, I am pleased to Se able s say shas
the asbestos indis::y Nas an excallent selationship with tha
S2A. NO finer prsad of =his exists wnaa zhe fact that cthere
was nos a single maser iadussry raconmendation Or suggession

32de 20 the IPA at the public hearings on the proposed asbastes

.

emission cequlations that was rot accepced eizher in tats or

ia poingizle in she Jinal ssandacsds, which wese published in

We are presently working wiill e EPA on the davelogzens
of vascs water erfiluens s:ancdagzis Icr asbas:osA$aau£3c=u:iaq
9&4#:3. We fully expects that these standarss will surn ous
tO S8 33 reascnable ai the aiz polluszisa rsegulatisns., The

propesed efflusnt standasds are sehadulid 33 bSe published in

tha Federal Regisuver ia sarly July. This wall e fallswed Sy
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public nearings, $532ably ia lase July cor iuguss, with the
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easly as Cgszster.

We are alss planning, ia ::a'nea: fosura, to meet in
Washingzsn wish sepcesensasives fron the standards develczment
aad ea::::a:enz.b::nches cf the EPA to discuss with then

questisns of interpretation and cempliance policy wizh reqazd

-»

.

te the sew Air pollutisn regulasisns,

We have already resolved cne insespretacian ques:ion
that is cﬁ special insaress 23 3n2 15235338 texzil iadustsy.
APSTOXITASEly IwO wWeeks ago 1 was aSXeﬁ by a mern>er ccxpany of
tie Asscsiagisn t2 Zind cut whechar tha IPA was slanning €o

reqguise the manufacsIurers of aslestos salasy clozhiag o

regiscer as potenctial 2MIisLion sourcas undaer the law.
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Ta discussing the sisuation cver the phena with 223

compliance officials, I argyed thac zhe preducers of astasss

safaty clotiing wera not manufagIursers as defined in cthe
requiations sus ware inss2ad only fabricacicrs of an asbesteos

praduce, and as suchk, should not have. %0 register as pozantial

exission sourcsas.

Afzer our phone conversasion ended, a S:ic: meacting

was held among the EPA compliance pacple. v:‘wss-;acn caklté

Back and iafsrmed tRat ey agreed wiza =e :nag che §a£oey
lashing srsducars should not Se requirad o fegister.

“hila Thi3 £AthEr NIN0T 3:05ial CO0K apprINiTasely

o8 hour and a half and two o :3:ce‘phsue calls to resolve,

it is indicativae of the tysze of day-co~day sarvices cthat k2

Association provadas for LT3 mamter companies.
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LILE 7 eme= TOA

Cves tha 7ast yeas the Fesd and SIug Admialistrasiar

-ee

ras shown an ingreasing intesest In asbestos as a4 possisla

A various focds, deverages and drugs.

hazazdous centamLnans

e

Latce in 1372 chey set up an astestes task fQtce to resviaw ==

sizuacion and to prspose ragulactions and guidalines whars

apprepriscs. .

Thus far cthey hava concencraced their effores ia wwe
arsas === on =ne use of astessss-cencaminasad tale in food

packaging and . sssmasics, and saessndly, on the use of astbestiss

celulose filser 7233 in ha Severage and drug indussrias.

In our first meetiny wicth thae ToA task forse lase

loverter on the filsaz predlam, thay daronstiazed an appalliing

ignozancs about the Rcaltd hasards of astastos. Siance then,

they have gottun cne hack ¢ a lot smazreer, due at lease jin

.

PATE 39 the tromendous amount of daca and iafazmacion waiash

S e e
Aitlhctetins OSSR . ¥ AT e ety .



the Association has heen sunnlying £ ciem. AS a4 cInses
the A i3 &cday less panioly atous asbasses and theselcs
tess lixely %o prepese Isallsh, unsupzortable ragulasicen:
Szokasmen from tha FTA have, ia facs, defendad chie filzer
against anvirormanzalise actacks in the press and elsewha.
zccent ~onghi. This is, qguita cbviously, a healthy sign.
SLIZE 8 ewee INTEREST GROUPS

Since ous concacts with the xicichal‘zggtitu:as o:
Health have Seen cuite minimal, and since the health and
safery secsisn ci the 3ureau of Mines .5 preseatly :c:a;
seorganized, we can now procsed TO Taxa A brief lsok at e

4 .

vizious inceress groups that havovbcan ia che fozafzont of

N
the assauls on a;b.s:os. - Shesq ara the grouwss and srjaaizas
that consitite “Ine other sila.®

As you can see, there ire a lot of tem, and tetween

them they C33 exers powartul pressure on lagislazsss aad

adainistrazoss ac all laevels of govers=ans.
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Since wime 1% no% availinle to discuss cack of treir

aczivities and zhilosophies ia detail, I would lika to say

thit w6 keap a4 Closa wateh cn all of them and are always

prepared o take whatever acsisa is appropriate when thay

ssep out of line.

SLIZ2 PRCJCCTOR COFF wee=a LISHT ON

Qup activities in cha area of Congressicnal ralations
N -

have Seen quise minimal to dace, although we are preparing for

the upcoming situggle in Congress over workaen's compensacion

which zuma asbesses is unguesticnably

.o

(1]

relozm legislatisn, a

‘going to se racked over tnhe coals by Or. Selikof? aad his

compaTTLetS in organized labor.
Caforzunacely, the Agsccia:ica n3s neiiter the Tangswer

rez the tine to embali on a full-scala isgislacive iadermacicn

progrant. We have mat 03 occasion with ch2 legislativa and

.cgal assistanss t3 varisus 3amazers wio have actacked astesz:ss,

e P P e ) . » *




however much mose nceds to te done in this ares and I am afraiz
individual =emser cchpanies are going t3 have %o e the 3
Ball carriers aad not tho Associatien.

For essaatially the same reason, Sur government

‘ I3
activicsias atc =ne sctacte and local lavel have declined =o

@ssencially zers over tie past year and a half. This has nos
becn too sericus a daficianzy as rost of the aushority of .
the citics and scates in asbescos contsol has been usurped
By the various Tedaral ragulasory agencies. Nenatheless,
rsre individual csmpany acc;vi;? is requized at thase levels
of gevernzens.

JIa corciusion, I think we can all 2a jussiZiadly
pleasad with what we haQe Seen able to acasmplish in the pass

faw years ia resolving the cornucopia of interralated problacs

that constituts tho asbestces~health sisuation,
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Cur plants are cleansy and our wssimen
= The general sublic Ris tzen shswn to he ia ro danger frea
While we have zaen ragulited

ascessos, il it ever was. nil

I axcensively, sz tha most zars 2ha standards talt have baan \

i)
develozed tave 20t Bsea 33 Bad as we fearad they nmight se,

and ia sc=a :asc}‘uhey susuad Sut far bauiar than we sver
éc:cd hope. Ia addizicn, while we acze still staking our luxps
. -

in ene public press, the nee aiface of all thss adverse -
publicisy has baca shown =3 be susprsi

We “ave sweated a Lot and “& ~ave grsaned & ist, bus
we aZe 3till standing and we are ssill viasle. [ sense tcday
wishin e%c indesssy 3 gTeazur faeling o2 candiiance ia the
futura than at any sias ia sh

he Zase faw vears., 3ut we nuss

not rase contented,
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We £uss £amerSer tRat S5, Selikef? has to data Seen

.

.

far lass sucsessful thaa our iadustsy Ris ia iafivencing she

decisions of tiac varicus gavernmental regulatory agencies.

‘ . \
This will make iz try hezder. Just last week I caw a spaech

3
of his ia wnish

4 pusposely misiascerpreted 30me data by a

. distingusshed 2233is ia ordar €a prove that sven

two fibers is not a sulfiziencly safe lavel for occupational . j

:
i
N . R . ., @ =

axposuse tO asSestos.

TThe strussle i3 fag f2ec3 over. e 2Wst nat caly

ceatinue 2uT ina

88¢ expand Sur 20TAVISIAL LA The VATises

.

arsas of concern il we are tod assure the Zuiuse well-teing

of the as>estos indusery ia the Uaited Scaces.

eyt ow. oo
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TMan: you very mueh.
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