¢, H NOBLE - . Telephone MU 1965

| Representing S 368 COIJ..IN“ STREET
‘ m AS::OCI.AIE’D BTV co 1., ' . MELBOGRNE C1 _
LONDON our Ref 14/F
. . o < | " Your Ref ST/3/113
- ' 23rd July, 1947. . .
The Associatec‘l Bthyl Co, Lid., : s

Artillery House, ‘ <
Artillery Row, ' ,
LOIDON -~ S.Wels

- Dear Sirs,

On July 1st, I reported to you by cable, that tro cases of T.Z.L.
poisoning had occurred, which were being treated by Dr. 3lackburn in Sydney
with s‘.’clsfac-uo:'y reoult at thet tine.

I h."d been homng %o send vou a complete report on these cases
before now, but we have only just received word from Dr. Blackburn that the
o men concerned are now out of danger and are convalescing,

Full details are set out in the three attachments which are:-
i o~
1) Confidential letter from Mr. D. E. Baldwin, Chief Zngincer, The
Comon'vealth 0il Reflnerles Lid.
- 2) Repor’c from Dr. Blackburn,.

3) Letter from Dr. Reith FalI‘lBYo

: As fyou will no’ce from the letter from C.C0.R., the anch Engineer
of that company, Mr., N. S. Panton, overlooked the fact thet there may have been - A
lead in the sludge corrbained in these 'bwo ‘caan., -

It is poss1ble that the men obsorbed TSL from breathlng gasoline
vapour returning from the M-gallon drum. to which the vent pives were connccted.
This, however, is unlikely as neither of the men complained of gasoline fumes,

‘ and furthermore, Mr, Panton had tested the tanks for the presence of gasoline
< vapours. It seems that the'fumes! referred to by the men, were catually S
lead compounds volatlllsed from the sludbe. :

In the oplnlon of our medical consu.ltan’l:s, the outstanding feature
of these two c:ases is, that the treatment with dimercaptopropanol (British anti-
Lewisite), appears to have saved the men's lives.  This is the first occasion,
as far as we L:n(m, on vhich BAL has been used in uhc treatment of TEL polsoning,

KE 0021493

- ST L =T YAZOR




. 'I'he Assoc iat

ed Ethvl Co. Lid, 23rd July, 1947

and therefbr
in relation

whole matter
as is necess
no publicity
provose to &
as the resul
—— ' tained lead
solute neces
Inow that se

— ing an under ground storsge tank for any purrpose w qatooever.

accident at
of questions

danger, and

Enclse.

(S i’bs notentlalitles assune a very great importance in uhis regard
to »ou;. ovn business and that of =thyl Corporation.

‘ "’he Commonwezlth 0il Rei‘lnc ies Ltd. have asked us to trest this
confidentially, only disclosing %o other concerns such information
ary for their own protecticn. So far, we have given this mat ter
in _any way, and insofer as other compsenies are concerned, all we :
0, is to advise them that there have been two cases of TZL nmsoning
t of entering underground storage tanks which have previously cone
treated aviation gasoline, and to draw their attention to the ab-‘
sity of observing the regulations vhich have been laid dovm. We
veral of these compsnies here are strongly opposed to any person anter«

I feel that there is no need to comment any further on this
this stage, as no doubt your medical consultants will have a number
¥o put to Drs. Fzirley and Bleckburn by co rresnondence.

It is a very great relief to know thet 'bhesemen are now out of . .
that they should be back at work within the nfwt two or three weeks. ;

Yours sincerely,

Si{medo.....v..o.o.ltc.-o

(T.2.BATCHELOR)




