
November 13, 1930

Mr, E* T, Forman, .
Compensation Claim Dept, , ...... ' .
London Guarantee and Accident Co. Ltd,, -  
55 Fifth Avenue»
New York, N* Y.

Dear Sir:

C-931334 Stevens-Mader Inc.  
- 32181 - .. - .

I have your letter of Novembej^li^setting forth cer ­
tain details of the case of one

On the information given it is not possible to make v  
a diagnosis on the claimant. Certain facts in the c laimant»s  
statements are susceptible to analysis. The stateme nt is  
made that the subject had numerous cuts and abrasion s on his  
hands, and that the doctor stated that the poison e ntered his  
system through such cuts. The material which is found  in an  
automobile engine after the burning of Ethyl Gasoli ne, is  
definitely not capable of absorption through the sk in. The  
presence of cuts and abrasions has no influence upo n this  
factor. Therefore it does not matter whether this is the  
opinion of the claimant or of his physician, for th ere is no  
basis for the claim. This may be said categorically . As to  
the possibility of absorption of lead from the gasol ine or  
from the greases on the motor, it should be stated tha t dur­
ing a period of scan® six or seven years a large num ber of  
garage mechanics {many of whom have worked exclusiv ely on  
cars which have used Ethyl Gasoline), have been exp osed to  
whatever possibility of lead absorption exists.in t his occupa­
tion, During this period of time a thorough search ha s failed  
to disclose any cases of lead poisoning. I and my ass ociates  
have carefully examined a large;number: of those selec ted be­
cause of the severity-of their exposure, and have s ubjected  
them to the most detailed tests, not Only for.the di scovery  
of lead poisoning but for evidences of lead absorpt ion. We  
have failed to find any oases of poisoning, end we h ave fail­
ed to demonstrate that, there Is any lead absorption attend­
ant upon the handling of motors in. this fashion. I t is true  
that the garage mechanic has certain exposures to l ead as the  
result of the repair of storage-batteries* solderin g, painting,  
etc. These exposures* from our-data, indicate thatit he garage  
mechanic is absorbing somewhat more lead than is th e average  
ordinary non-industrialised Individual, This wáa th e case  
before Ethyl Gasoline appeared on the market* and we h ave not
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been able to discover any change since the advent of  Ethyl  
Gasoline* The data demonstrating these points are a  matter  
of record, and have been fairly generally accepted as cor­
rect* ' . ... .' . ■ ,

Therefore, if one should regard this as a case  
of-lead poisoning, certain proofs of the existence of lead  
absorption would be required in order to make it pla usible*  
This is especially true since there are a number of c ondi­
tions which could produce the symptoms of which this sub­
ject complains* Therefore one naturally asks what e vidences  
there are in this case in the form of blood changes,  anemia,  
typical symptoms of lead intoxication, land evidenc es of an  
unusual amount of lead excretion upon which to base  a diag­
nosis of lead poisoning* Since lead poisoning is no t always  
easy to diagnose, and since it may be confused with  a number  
of things, certain very definite evidences are necess ary in  
order to establish a diagnosis in a case of this sor t* In  
the complete absence? hitherto of evidence on which  to regard  
the employment of.the garage mechanic as hazardous from the  
point of v iew of lead, it is.obvious that an unusual amount  
of care-would be needed in demonstrating the existe nce of  
lead-poisoning from this cause* .......

I should suggest, from practical consideration of  
the case, that one should investigate carefully the nature  
of his illness and of his previous illnesses, and.t hat one  
should determine exactly what more or less accurate  evidence  
has been obtained to point to.lead as a causative fa ctor.
In case there were reasonable satisfactory evidence po inting  
to an unusual lead absorption, , it should be deter mined what  
the source of this lead absorption might be. In thi s con­
nection the most important matter would be to deter mine  
whether or not this individual was working with sto rage bat­
teries* which is by all odds the most hazardous of th e lead  
exposures connected with, a garage# Also the amount of paint­
ing, body:repair, or soldering which he may have been  doing,  
should be looked into# ,

. . .1 should add one more point# My experience with
cases of this.type.in general, is that the medical ev idence  
upon which.such claims are based is usually very sket chy.  
Unhappily,- many of the busy members of my profession arr ive  
at diagnoses hurriedly, institute. 0  treatment for the better­
ing of their patient»a condition as quickly as poss ible,  
keep very few records, and make very few exact test s for the  
confirmation of a diagnosis* Generally speeking,, they ho ld
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to their diagnosis with considerable tenacity, for t he value  
of their evidence is likely to be proportional to thei r stand­
ing in the community rather than to the accuracy of the  ob­
tained information. I have been greatly surprised i n this  
case to find that there has been no basis for a dia gnosis»  
except the opinion of a doctor arrived at on very s canty in­
formation.

I trust that the above discussion will be of  
some assistance to you in arriving at the facts in this case.

Very truly yours,

RAK:EJ
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