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Dear Bob:

I have received further word from Australia
which indicates that the current lead nysteria, if I mav
term it that, promises to spread to prohibition of the
use of a great wany lead products, including, strangely
encugh, cable sheatihing, and that tne agltatiom centers
around Dr. Nye. I presume ne is the Pr. Nye who is the
author of "Chronic Nephritis and Lead Poisoning" pub-
lished in 1933.

After leaving you in Pittsburgn I made it
a point to review the file of literature I had in this
office on the subject. Much of it I find I received froax
you, particularly reprints of soie of tne earlier work on
tue subject. On rereading Nye's report and slso the
Government publication, "Plumbism and Chronic Nephritis
in Young People in Cueensland™ I aw becoming increasinely
convinced that no case at all has been made for tying in
chronic nephritls with lead poisoning in chilcren. I was
zlso nappy to note that your own Comnittee on Lead Poison-
irng of thne iwerlcaa Public Health Association apparently
recognized the invalidity of Nye'!s conclusions, by maxing
tne stateuwent:

".....€ven in tne case of children
the production of chronic nephritis, per-
. haps better described as dirfusely scarrad
’ kidneys, cannot certainly e attributed to
the effects of an eplsode or wultiple epi-
- sodes of lead poisoning. The facts in these
: matters wust awalt further careful clinical
investigzation."

dy criticisu of Nye's worx and the Govern-
ment'!s vworiz is that they do not prove lead poisoning in
the childrer. in the first place. They do not prove ex-
posure and they do not prove tne presence of lead polson-
ine throughh the alleged exposure. At least, I can not
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find any evicence ir iL.ye's boox, or tne sutseyueat Sovern-
went worik, tnat zccounted for tne great nunber of cases
dezcrived in queensland. To ke sure, sone of the cases
urdoubtedly iere zauthentic lecc goisorning, s indicatzd

in lzter end ore tnorouzn Covernme. t vori, but Nye decen-
ded cluoct sntirely, it scems to ne, on «ére professiorcel
prounouwicewents that the cnronic nephritis csubjects zp-
gerently hed lead poisorning yezrs before they vere ceer

by Hye. ilo proof of lecd poiscrning is given in infancy.

dihat sort of scientific vorw is that?

Apperently the Dr. Fairley you mentioned to
me in Pittsburgn exesined sowe of the worlz of Nye and oth=rs
and reported on it in the Medicel Journal of Australia of
Loy 5, 1334, In fect, I have Cr. Fairley's report, becezuce
of vour kindness in letting me have the original reference.
Froikly speaking, I think that Pr. Fairley's study has the
seme defect as that of its predecessors.

Rather than to go into a detailed dilscussion
of ry criticisws I merely wishh at this time to sugcest thzat
if you do nave any meens of procuring further information
—from Australiz I hope you will try to do so as I gather the
situation is serious in Australia and if carried to its con-
clusion is bound to have unfortunate repercussions in the

Unitea States.
Witn kxindest regezrds,

Sincé;%ly yours,

Ay

- Secretary.
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