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_ 5o later afler giviag the companies time to

VinylChloride Ban
In PesticideSprays
‘Requested by EPA

By o Wars STmxt Joa aNal Mol Reperior
WASHINGTON — The Environmental
Protection Agency asked manufacturera ©
voluniarily ban the use of the controversial
chemleal vinyl chioride in pesticide sprays.
The agency's request came in letters to

N manufacturers and distribulors of 23]

brands of pesticide sprays lhat contain vinyl
chioride. which has been linked with @ rare
liver cancer. The EPA said the pesticides
involved Include household disinfeciants. In-
sect killers used |a restaurants and food-
processing planls, various agricultural pes
Ucldes and wasp-contraol sprays. The vinyl
chloride Isn't an active Ingredient of the
pesticide buk 1s used as a propellant for the
spray.

The agemcy didnt mame the brands or
the manufaciurers, but said i {ntends to de

voice objections.

John Quarles, EPA deputy administra-
tor. disclosed the development In a letter to
the Health Research Group, a public.inter:
el organization that hadd asked the EPA for
a lisl of pesticides vegistered with the
agency that contain vinyl chioride.

The EPA said that If the compaunies don't
voluntarily substitule other chemicals for|
vinyl chioride the agency would consider
forcing such a move. But the agency sald it
doean’L have a position at thia time on the
hazards connected with vinyl chiotide,

Vinyl chioride, normally a gas, has bean
c¢ontroversial since liver-cancer deaths have
been reporied In recenl months among
workers desling wilth (he substance. It is
eonverted In factories into a powdery msub-
stance called polyvinyl chioride, from which
a wide range of cveryday plastic products is
made.

The Labor Department’s Occupational
Ssfely snd Health Administration has jssued
an eniergency temporary health siandard
sharply reducing the atlowable exposure of
workers (o the chemical starting April 8. It
alao proposed an even tougher permanent
alandard that bars workers without protec-
tive equiy il from coming inte contacl
wilh the chemical in any measurable con-
centration.
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Nader group urges recall ™
- of vinyl chloride hair spray

Assaciaied Pruss . the firm believes il poses no . health
WASHINGTON -~ Ralph Nader's hazard .
Health Research Growp today urged two  Wolle wrole to EPA Administrator Ruge..
federal agencies to remove from the mar- g Train that his agency has asked ,e,u; J )
ket immediaicly all hair sprays and pesti- gide manufacturers for permission to
cides containing vinyl chloride. make public the names of producls con-
Dr, Sidney M. Wole, director of Lhe ‘taining viny) chloride and that it may ve.
consumer organization, directed the Iet- " gueq them to withdraw the chemical from’
ters to the Food and Drug Administration  yje pesticides. oy
snd é}}i,‘"“‘“’""""‘ Protection Agem-  wgych withdrawals must be mandatory-s., -
oy (EPA). ad immediate, if consumer protectipa’,
. ¥e noted lhat It has been more than a W s g,
* manth since he petitioned for & ban, re- 1810 be Insured,” he seld. Saitfad e
ealls and public Mdentification of products
conlaining the propellant chemical that is
linked to several cases of liver cancer
among Industrial workers.
“Each day his action {3 delayed, more
people will be to this cancer-

causing chemical,” lhe letters said. \/ C
5 Louisville workers died . C— N

(Concern sbout the chemical has el
mounted since the recent announcements
of an apparent Link betweon the deaths of
nine American chemical workers sand
. their exposure te vinyl chloride fumes.
. Five of the men worked at the Bells Lane
plant of the B.F. Goodrich Co. in Louis-
ville, and iwo additional workers there
have been disgnosed as having the same
form of very rare cancer of the liver.) .
tWolfe 20id {he Health Research Group
is aware of iwo trands of Clalrol, Inc,
hair spray that, until last year, contained
vinyl chloride. He also mentloned ihat ¢
. 24 pesticides, iacluding dog snd ot .. -
sprays, were known to conlain the chemi-
“cal a5 3 pro ..
“Clairol's doeision that there iz ne -
. health hazard from vinyl chloride in their
hai sprays rests on the erroncous as--
sumption that there are ‘safe’ lJevels of
exposure to carcinogens. There i3 nNo
scientifie evidence to support such a con-
cepl for vinyl chloride or for any olher
cancer-causing chemiecul,” Wolfe said.

Clairel is donbils] of danger

Clairol vice-president Joha Menkart
told Wolle in a letlcr last Friday that a
“small amourt” of Summer Blonde and
Miss Clairol hair spray containing vinyl
ehloride remains on the markel but Lhat
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