Lead Industries Association, Inc.

292 Madison Avenue +  New York, N. Y, 10017 - Telephone: (212) 5322373

Environmental Health Department

February 27, 1981

T0:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

LIA Environmental Health Committee
Official Members of LIA

Donald R. Lynam, Ph.D.
OSHA Lead Standard

Enclosed is a letter received from OSHA announcing a 30-day delay in the
March 1, 1981 date for reducing the blood lead removal trigger to

60 ug/100

g. This delay was granted in response to LIA's request for a

one-year delay in the effective date of the 60 ug/100 g level. Please

note that

after consideration of additional data OSHA will make a decision

as to what further relief is appropriate. The notice further states that
public corments and information from interested parties will be solicited
and that there will be a brief period of time available for submission of
additional data. It is recommended that member companies start to accu-
mulate information that OSHA apparently will be requesting.

As additional details are received as to the type of information requested
and the date by which this information must -e received, we will so advise

you.

Sincerely,

—
.

Donald R.

o £ G

Lynam, Ph.D.

Assistant Manager, Environmental Health

m
enclosure
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. idhcision will be mado as to what further; relief is apPrépriate;

standlsh Forde Medina, Esq.

"documents, I have decided to grant a 30-day delay in the v

. t. A
~‘and published in the Federal Regzster in’ November 14 _,,zs‘
-~ {43 FR 52952) and November 21.(43 FR 54354). :The standard,’
‘codified at 29 CFR 1910.1025, includes a requirement for. the -
- removal of employeces whose blood lead levels exceed specified;

.would then bc returned to cmployment when their blood lead levelsj

-dropped below specified levels.

‘of the existing clevated blood 1lead levels of many exposed

"periods of time until their blocd leads dropped below 40 ug/loog;)
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. . Occuganonal Salery crd RN"“
wq‘hmq'on DC 20.10

, Debevoise, Plimpton,- Lyons . cage,';é'
299 Park Avenue - ‘- ;
New Yo:k, New York 10171
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Dear Mx. Medinaza'
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removal trigger and 49 ug/100g return trigga: in the medlcala
removal protoction provisions of the OSHA lead- standard,;X}
After carefully reviewing your request and the attached ¢l
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March 1, 1981, effective date to permit the submission. and_
evaluation of additional information relating to your; il
request,  After consideration of the additional. data, &

Uiy . . -.‘.‘ﬂ‘y

The' occupatxonal 1ead standard waS-issued-on NOVembertIB;f

values and for their transfer to lower exposure positions or, -
in the absence of such positions, for the maintcnance of these -
employces' earnings and other employment rights. These employees

To assure the feasibility of this provision and in recognition iﬁ{7f‘”'

employees, the standard provided for a progressive phase-in of
the levels which would trigger the removal and subscquent return’ ‘.
of employces to lcad exposure positions. For purposes relevant ' .
here, beginning March 1, 1981, the start of the third year of .
the standard, cmployces would have to be removed if their. o
blood lecad levels exceeded 60 ug/l00g and could not be retu:ned

until their blood lead levels dropped below 40 ug/100g.

In your request, you allege that the appllcation of this

requircment on the March 1, 1981, effcctive date is infeasible 5
because {t would nccessitate the removal of many skilled employees.h;i;
including supcrvisors, forcmen and maintenance workers, whose RV
blood lead lavels currcntly exceed 60 ug/l00g. You further state that
these employees would have to be on removal status for lengthy .00 =

~ad that because of their skills and expericnce they could : SR
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not bg casxly :eplac*d As 3 result, there would be serious
advezse eifccts on the continued opetat‘on and predustivity of
“, “your plants, irciuding the hgalin 2nd safety contrcls utilizeld in
i ;, tﬁa,e ndns»xzes. -

"You. re vest razaﬂs subst31t1a1 quas;iCﬁt cencerning the feasibilisy
‘-of ‘the new t'zggaz 1evels, which clexrly warzant ssie ralief to
p:e«ewt the disrupiions you gontend hl’l aceur. grcm the
infermation submitted 50 far, nowever, it is 2ifficult to
_ﬂe;srm.ne the precise nature of the relief necessary. Thus,

»for exasple, You have submiteed data conzerning certain aoployers

-Tin the }rira'y szelting and baokitery ranufac turing industries..

.. 4Tt is not ¢lear from these dxta whether similar pro“lews are : .

:: faced in other industries ang thercfore whether the xelief .

. irequasted is necassary for all industries covered by the :

Ypad- stardazd or cam be linited to the primary smaliers and

Ul battery samifacturers. Evaen {n those two industries, you

o subnission relates mainly to a limited group of skilled

I employses who would be diff:cul* to replace whils they are

Cop ramoval siatus. Acain, it is not clear whether it would

2-be suificient if a delay in the new trigger levels affected

NS -1y LY these employees or whether a broader delay covnziwg
~€‘pr0uh’t10ﬁ empleyess is also made necessary by the circurs tances.

-an 1ight of ghgse uacertaiﬁt;es ar2 ¢cths
‘Zsobmitted, and tha vexry briai pericd of
f’ehtive C&te, Y have Secided &s 2n in
f:e-*x“c dote of the \ek tric;er v

gaps in the evidence
ine bofore the Karch 1
ria neasure 4o delay

. previded in

i L43) €AY (3), until
,;:aole 1, 1 81, for 231 e*g;ov 5 cwvnved b} the lcad st awda*é

. 4rhis brief aelav will eaakhle yOU to subnit z3ditionz2l informetion
.conzaerning the extant ana sccpe of & eolay which You tonsider
mecessary, and will enzble the agency to evalvate your resusst
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detsrming what loBg-~term action is aup'optiatﬁ. Public
=ments angd information irom b*Her interossed parties will
L o be so‘lcl zred., I wouid suggest that your collaction
,“jcf 23ditional data c:::e:cg iﬂs=51° ely bazausc of the briof

L -\;jUéa.&.Oﬂ of t a?ai-buOl '“l‘ [ 35 Ortlj be w«ﬂin-, }'0'.1 a
B isa?avate 1e*~e~ seit zns cu* xn scme Setail the gusstions we
. teliave you ghauld aldzess in yUHr edditional eubnissicnz ang &%e
o dnte b" which this znfc-...:-;cn ouet Lhe submists

1 em cozfisSent &nat with tha coopgratien of all ctncerned wa
will be able to develor a selution which will protect cemzley=zes
in a xeasonable and feasinly manner.

Sincersly,
- -



