March 21, 1973

J. A. Robbe

Industrial Chemicals Department
Industrial Chemnicals Plant
Rapaunc, New Jersey

ASBESTOS SBURVEY

An industrial hygiene survey of asbestos operations made
in August, 1973, suggested changes in handling and dust con-
trol. This letter covers the February 12 survey conducted to
evaluate improvements in the insulation shop,

The results of this survey show that the improvements
make it possible to comply with the CSHA standard for both
the time-weighted average and peak concsntrations, The
attached table includes the locations wvhere samples were
taken, their respective fiber concentrations, and concentra-
tions from the earlier survey.

Bconomics as well as worker exposurs should be consid-
ered with this operation. This shop apparently is used only
when there is a large project requiring much fabrication,
For the daily work, cutting by hand is done at the job site
where thers is essentially no dust coatrol. To reduce the
exposures to the men in the field, prefabricated pieces
could be used-prefabricated in the shop or pieces purchased
prefabricated. 3If pieces were purchased, then there would
be no need to have the power equipment avallable in the
shop., But if it wvas decided to increase the use of the
shop, the following means of improving the exhaust system
should be considered:

e “Table sav - place exhaust balowv table
at the open points before and aft
of the blade

s employ down draft table on bhand saw

s locate top axhaust closer to blade

on band saw, %@K
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Other suggestiocns are:

e Xaep & reserve of respirators oa insula-
tion wvagons;

¢ check oa maintenance men regarding their
_ asbestos » 4.0, = zip=out
of 0ld asdestos in order to maks

repairs;

e have field personnel vacuum 0£ff clothes

. - . . bafore lunch and prior to leaving

_‘(-'.-'4:..'_ . S - Mf »

ORIGINAL SIGNED BY

: . RICHARD J. HUMAK . %ﬁ“‘-
AE/bI& Richard J. Hubiak : ‘
Attachaent Industxial Bygienist
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Alrborne Concentration

Pibers (> 5 um)/Mml Sample Tinme
e MORALLOR® /13 8/72 (min,} 2773 Somments
Operatoy mtug N,odm on 3.5 4.4 10
table:sww . ool .
-Io!f ‘.“.:‘..‘ ‘I ’!'3' Y
Take-off m ou tublo m 7.0 9.6 10
Clean~up of area after scor- ¢ 0.9 10.0 3-1/4 Portable vacuum
ing oppueloa vas aoqlotod 3.3 aleaner used
- ':-r*‘x,‘; ,}'.‘\]’;‘ ;*y :
Opcntot qutth' mlu oa
band m Vs, 3.3 8.8 13=-1/4
“ '.. ., X
.:"'?zuqm
Take~off’ man on ba'aa saw 0.7 9.4 13-1/4
. N 19.2
Clean-up. um mm vere 4.8 10.0 o Poxtable vacuum cGleaner
cut, . ,‘ O : 13.3 used ~ hard to explain
A A '¥\ T, o high rasult unlesa
PR there was & lurge amowr
2w N S of unsettled dust afte’
aparstion,
of person.

* All samples were taken at noss lavel
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