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SU2JECT: Worimen's Compensation Clalas - Asbestosis

Dp;r Adltons

In a recont meeting of West Coast Contractars at Vancouver, a sestion
of ths meeting wcs devoted to discussing ths increasing poxlarity of
clains for asbestosis being made with the Eealth and Velfare idxinis-
tration,

The J. T. Thorpe Coapany of los Angeles hag had two recent claims and
bad 3 hearing before ths Fsalth and Welfare Adxinistration on two former
exployses. Althouzh it is thelr oocary policy to furnish respirators

to tha ssbestos workers, thess are seldom used, JIn tho Spokane Office

of E, &, Bartells, they have had three claims, In los Angeles, Arastrong
has had one clainm, JKationally, there has boen one clain filed in the
State of CGhio, 13 in Califormia, 1 in Connecticut, 1 in Florida, 1 in
Pennsylvania and 1 in Nov York. This fad for mzking asdbestosis clsims
could easily lesd to the clasxification of this trads 23 a hzrardouns
occwpation with a subsequent increase in State Insurence costs, In some
areas of ths Country, ths Lsbestos Workers are now required to take X-ray
exainations and meny of the local asbestos workers unicns are claiming
that thsy are bedng rated higher for personal insurance, Since the cost °
of madical ald and wolfare has doubled in the last five years, most of
these contractar assoclationz are interestod in obtaining information fron
arny of the mapufacturers that include asbestos on their erperieace with
worcaen who hive boea using these products over a long pariod of yesrs.
The Letnzs life Insurance Company in 1%4) mede & private study far Oxens-
Corning, showing that plznt poople had ot been affected by fibarglas.
The Associated Insulation Contractors ef the Westarn Stotes is now con-
Plling information on this probless and I believe we have an excellent
opportunity to place our case in the record as mot being a coatributing
czuse of agy of these types of clzimg, If we can develop ary statistics
or data thot could bo useful an this subject, I will be glud to forward
the infornation to the sattention of Mr. Ken KcCaffreo, Executive Secrstary
of the Associated Insulation Contractors, for inclusion in his report.
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