July 25, 1962 h

P. Curtis Dohan, M.D.

221 Maloney Clinic Building

Hospital of the Unlver31ty of Pennsylvania
36th and Spruce Streets

Philadelphia 4, Pennsylvania

Dear Doctor Dohan:

There are no references, so far as I know, to the ingestion

of tetraethyllead except my initial article on the toxicology

of this compound, which deals falrly iightly with the problem.
There have been cases of poisoning in association with the
acc1dental or lntentlonal ingestion (I have the records fromﬁhlv
such cases, only twa of which recovered), but so far as I L

7, there are no publlshed accounts that are useful. As
m”tahollsm of the compound in the body, there are

‘[atlons (I send two reprints and give a few references),
‘Jestlgatlve work has not ylelﬁed too much definitive

‘ quQVer, uhere is very 11ttle (probably none)

des further to dlethyl compounds.
of it ever breaks down compl@tely to in- W
}n:the‘tlssues, as can be concluded f£rom the fact

(R le is capable of being taken up =~ as are the

ol nidls o he ery wtes. Accordingly, the

”LQL‘Of lead in the blood “Gmalns low -~ often essentlally
ed ~ in yeﬁraethylleaa pozson;ng - even fatal intoxication =~
, the lead in the urine is often remarkably high.

[Pt

The references which I would cite (no reprints are now

available) are as follows:

Kehoe (quxcxtg of TEL, etc.) J. Lab. & Clin. Mea. 12:554, 1927.
et al (Beh§v1¢r of TEL) Am. J. Hyg. 13:478, 1931.

'EL Poisoning -~ human cases) J.A.M.A. 105:578, 1935.

. .E. (%1OChem1cal Studies - TEL) Brit. J. Industr.

lG :191, 1959.

We are about to publish a paper on the comparative tox1c1ty
of tetraethyllead and tetramethyllead. It will appear in the
A.M.A. Archives scmetlme in the autumn.

Cordially yours,

RARwD Robert A. Xehoe, M.D.
Enclosure as stated.
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