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100 Woodlawn Avenvie

Pittefield, Massachusetts 01701

gentlemon: ’ _ -

Attached ie s Quertion ond Ansxer 1lint for resnonding to
PCR incuiries which 1 offered to mall to you at our
Decemier 10tk ANEXI C~107 meeting.

I recognize that the 1ist {f not eomrlete btut I hove {t
will serve ag & goo4 eiert witl further sdditions made by
your respective compittecg., 8Should eny held be renuired
from Monsanto in respondiang to sdditionel questions. please
let me know, :

Bincerely,

V. B. Pedageorge
Monager, Environmental

Protection .
/g - - .
ettachment . - 124596
- ee?t Memarst A. M. Sslazar - NEMA
P. G. Benignuas- BNSC
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1.

Queationg and Answers For ANSX
PCH

Question

What is PCB?

Answer
SRR

PCB sre initials which stand for polychlorinated biphenyl,
PCB is & family of chlorinsted hydrocerbons which heve long
bLeen used 88 a Lire-reocictant cafety fluld in electrical
comvonants,

Cestion

Iz PCD in Askarel?

Answer
[ ]

Acsknrel ie a generic name for the PCh-containing fluide used
in electrical trancformers and canscitorr. Individuel
cloctrical equipment manufscturers heve different trade names
which descrive thelr soecific fluid,

Q:estion

Explain the curreant environmental flep over PCBH.

Anever
]

In the mid-CO's, scientific fnstruaente became sonkisticated
to the point where portsener-million or even portoeper-billion
of ¢ substance could hve detected in Lhe enviroament.

Swedish ecientineo. looking for DDT., encountered "interferring
substences” in their ladboratory analynes. These sudbetsnces
they tdentitled a8 PCB.

Subsequently othcr seientinte in other narts of the worid

looked for end found PCB in o variety of samdles; thue lesding
to the conclusion thet PCB exiets in the worldwide environment.
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é.

Question

How does PCB gat into the environment?

Anewer
Pt

Probebly through imoroner handling, use end diesotnl. A
frecuently cited sccident occurred {n Jepen in 19¢8 when
PCB lesked into rice oll which the Jrosnese use for codking.
Levels in the oil reached 7,000 t2 3,000 parta-per-nilliion,

However, 1t should be emihasized thet when pronerly hendled,
used and disnosed of, PCB can be as eafe to use 85 any other
chenicel -- meny of which are much more dangerous than PCB.

Quectinn’
gt g
Is PCB toxice?:
Angswoer

Toxicity 16 & relotive term. 8nme studiec have shown it {8
toxic to cartedn gnecies of birds snd fiesh, Hore imdortant,
PCH 18 o pereistant chemical which Luilds up in the cavirone-
ments JXt, thercforae, should not be allowed to ecscepe to the
environment,

Cuentinn

Does PCB cauge birth defects?
Ansver

Again, some studies have ghaown it can be detrementnl to the
reproductive cycles of certoin specles of wildlife,

NEV 024598
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7.

8.

Queztion
Qg PugdPshelindiony

Is the public &n any immediate denger?
Anawer '

The Federel Government st & preas conference in Seotemter,
1971, steted emnheatically thet the nublic wea i{n no danger
from present lcvels of PCB now in the environment, They
eald prover etens were being taken to reduce further escape
of PCB which would ultimately reduce even the lov levels
currently beiag found in the environment. .

Quention

How can PCB be disposed of?

Anrve: |

Under hipgh temnersture, controlled incinerstion, PCB breaks
down into hydrochloric ecid. cerdbon dioxide and woter.
There are three comserciol incinerators in the Ualted Staotes
which cen hendle disnonel of used fluids. Contact yosur

supnlier for informstion about returning used fluids for
proper dlepossal,

WBP 2/7/72
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