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Industrial Safety Precautions - Tope and Joint Compounds

June 2, 1972

While attending the State Fire Marshal's fire test program - Proj-
ect Corridor - I had the occasion to tolk with Mr. Robert Gulick
of the Drywall Industry Trust Fund. Included in this conversction
was Mr. Marvin Smith of the Gypsun Association, and Mr. Howard
Waitman of Koiser Gypsum Research and Developront. :

Mr. Gulick cdvised thst there have been recent discussions broucht

on by trzde unions raising guestions about the 11l effccts that cowld
possibly be encountered using joint and tape carmpound systems. Mr.
Culick indicated that doowrreniory evideace has been intrcdeccd by
mediccl persomel that indicates over approximately o five year period
of time, that woriumen subjected to sonding joint systers recorded e
high rutc of lung czneer attributed possibly to the esbeatcs contrat
of the fibers used in the various joint compousnds.

Mr. Gulick wzs in the process of preparing 8 letter to alert mamu-

facturers of joint cczpound to be prepared for any interrogation
that might ensuc.

Mr. Gulick further odviced that he would send a letter in care of Mr.
Smith of the Gypsun Assoc. who, in turn, will relay to all of the -
gypsum monufoacturers In addition, Mr. Gulick will slco inform the
other manufucturers of Joint compound systems that are not necessarily

members of the Gypsum Acsoc,

~

This memo is being sent for information use only in the sttempt to elert

the persons conccrned of the impending problewm.
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Job-Sa fety Unit Sets [

[

Tough Rules for 76
On Planis’ Asbestos

ByaWart. Rynany Innnwal, #iaf Reparice
WASHINGTON ~— The Occupational Yalety
and Health Administration announced tough | n
hew curbs on asbestos in planis, but gave em-
ployers four years to compl . ¢
The new standard wil! it concentistions
of asbestos in the work place to two fibera
per cublc centimeter of air beginning July 3§,
1676, the agency admunistering the new Fed-
eral Job Safety Law satd.

UntAl 1576, the asbestos standard will re-
main five fibers per cubic centimeter. That :
:’ mei"emx;r;ency“ standard impased by the

ency last Decem b
iy ber under pressure $rom the !
The inhalation of asbestos has been linked],
to 8 number of human diseases.

The standards for asbesios represent a
ume-weighted sverage over eight haurs, Ru!,
starting July 17, 1972, asbestos concentrations
aren’t 10 exceed 10 hibers per cubic centimeter
of air al any time during the eight-hour perod.
Thne 'tmer‘ency standard currently in elfect
hasn't any such upper limit—only the average
of five fibers.

Covernment sources sald the four-year
delay in effect:ng the new standard was to per-
mit employers to design systems 1o control ms-
bestos. Imposing the new lmius more apdly
would have encouraged employers to comply
by simply rolating workers dunng sn eighi-
hour work turn or providing proteclive breath-
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Ing devices, government experts beheved,

The Environmental Protection Agency last
December banned open-air spraving of asbes-
ins fireprooling and insulation and required in- L
dustry W use liliers to clean any gases pro-
duced In the mining, miling and manufactur-
Inz of materials containing asbestos.
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Perilous Particles

. don't use them. What the hell.”’

‘I'iny Asbestos Fibers
Pose a Health Threat
To Workers and Public®
Long - Exposure Can Result) !

- In Lung Disease, Cancer;
Industry Seeks Solutions

-

.

‘The Bodies Are in the S‘treet'

By BARRY NEWAN

Reaf Repovirr of THE WaALL ETRYCT JoUaNaL
. NEW YORK—Al Joseph Marno's gas sta.
t30n on the fringe of Manhattan’s Spanish Har-
lem. the proven method of cleamng an old
brake asserably goes like thus: Pull off the
wheel, nim an air hose at the exposed pars
and blow the dust out

‘A cloud of brown dust invariably flies Fight
into the mechanics’ faces, says Mr. Marino.
But it doesn’t bother them. “*We got mssks and
everything,” Mr. Manno shrugs. “The guys

What the mechanics don’t seem to know—
like thousands of other mechancs—is that the
brown dust is dangerous. Brake Jiungs are
made of asbestos. And if & mechanic breathes
tn enough dust from the wornout lLoingy i
could eventually ldil him. .

The lethal gquallly of tiny, indestructible as-
bestos fibers that lodge in the Jung 15 wel
¥nown. Widely publicized studiea by Dr. lrving
Selikof! of the Mount Sunai School of Medicine
lead him to predict that of the rougrhly 230,000
asbestos industry workers today, about $3,000
will die unnecessarily of occupstional cancer,
*In the next 10 Lo 13 years we wil) enter the as.
bestos cancer era,” says Dr. Selikotf. *“This
Is one of the great disasters of our time.”

Haxards for Others, Too
The ssbestos industry ls well azare of the
problem and Js taking acton to combat It,
though critics say the steps aren’t as drastic a3
the sltuation demarnds. Bul asbestos industry
workers aren’t the only onet who mizht fal
prey to the Jung cancers and other discases
caused by the mineral's irritating fibers. Jt's
Jikely that millions of workers in other indus-
tnes using asbestos fibers could be altecied, »s
well as ordinary people who have come into
contact with asbesios in the atmosphere.
Pechaps the most tamc fact is that for
those who have aiready been sulhciently ex-
posed, changes in procedures and standards of
245eal08 Wip—lncludics A Dew ot announted
yesterday by the Depaniment of Labor—are
meaniogless, 1t takes a3 many A4S U years
afier the first exposure for asbestos-related di-
sesses to surtace. Controls insiituied now will
indeed have an elfect. bul not for decades.
Harry Balley-1a one muan who isn'l lkely to
find much solate in Wthe new standards. Mr.
Balley lsn't an asbeatos worker. He's & brick.
layer in a Mobil Oil Corp. Tefinery sloneside
the Delaware Ruver in Paulsboro, N.J. He has
been working at the plant for 33 years, and
every year he has gone lo the company meda-
ca) depariment for & chest Nay.
**Yney never said Wnefe was any vung wronz
with me,” says Si-yenr-old Mr. Halley, and In.
decd he bax thus far developed no outward
symploms. But & few mealis ago he and Ja
other worhers lrom the relinery went 10 Mount
Binst for an eaaminsiion, and every one ef
them pruved 10 have scarred iUnge—3 3i;n of
asbestusis, 3 Nonnualipaant  luap  Ouedse.
1Mobil has refused 10 telenne Mo medical roe.
ords 1o the New York doclors, Mr. Baiiev says
The company dechnes to comment oh the mat.
ler.t




Sl
Ayl

Flret Scarring, Then Compiicativng

Asbestusls begina with X-ray evidence of
Starming like that found tn Mr. Baitey's lungs.
Al Ve dusesae progresses. the Jungs stilten and
bresthing becomes dUficull, The beart haz W
work barder and can become enlarged. UlU-
Mately, death may be caused by bea-t attack
or autfocalon. !

The sotncral can also cause lung cancer—In
fact asbestas can cause cancer st about any-
Place in the body If particles are somehow in-
Fested. The adlhily of the shurp, tiny particies

W penetrate the Jung once breathed in has pro-{:

duced a high Inctdence of cancer In the mem-
brane aurrounding the lung. a discase called
. Mesothelioms  In the general posulace, It
€auses onr In 10,000 deaths. Of 63 asbesios
workers beiang siudied by Dr. Sehikolt, 32 have
died of 1t 20 far.

The Modd refinery. where Mr. Balley
works, like all high-hest factones in the oll and
chemical Indusiries, uses aubeslos for insula-
_Wan. Mr. Halley works with insulation workers
Luide the furnaces. nppwng out soft brick,
“There's asbestas and dbnck dust and a lot of
sulphur, 100, he says. “We complawned about
the dust and dirt. Nothing ts done to keep it
down. The fans male 1t wone, and you can‘t
wel it because of the hest tn the dricks. The
company bougrht new respirators. butl under .the
condiuions they clog 1a 13 minules.”

1n We asbestas cutung rooms, he adds.
there sren’t any vacuum attachments on the
power saws. And when the insulation workers
saw' asbesios sheels oulside the rorm, or mix
cement In a wheelburrow, “anybody can get
the dus:.*

MobU dusagrees with the description of
Wolhing conditions. In response 1o a query, the
company lisued Yus statement: “We have no
problems at the Paulsboro refinery concerning
the use of matenals containing asbestay., We

use very litlle of such material, and what wel.
do use ia Used under sirictly controlled condt- |

Uons. Kecentlv the Occupational Safetv snd
Health Adminlstration carned out an exl'enswz
angd thorouph tnspection of the entire Paulsvoro
relinery. No wviolations were found tn the
plant's handiing of astestos materials.”

Mr. Baiey's union, the Oil, Chemical and
Atomic Workers. 1s protesting that snspection.
Steven Wodaa, a union health und salety spe-

Cislist. says hitue attention was paid to health
Viclatons, And he complains that after a week
ol acconipanying Uie inspeclors, the <ompany
wexplicably “had me kicked out of the plan(.;‘
Motsl  dechnes comment on Mr. Wodka's
charpe. :

Ou refineries are by no means the only
Places where asbesins turns up. The vernm'e
*uniiance u & lireproof bunder and insulator in
thousands of producte. including such things as
Plarucs, ahingies, Paper and pipes. In mast of

Flease Turn to Poge 10, Column 2
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~ Perilous Particles: Tiny Fibers
a Health Threat

‘Of Asbestos. Pose

Continued From Pureat Pape
theae, the psbesias L harmiess Lo users. But,
depending on how Il'a added to the producls,
ssbeslos can pose & Uweal to workers in the
factories where the products are made.
' Until mx montha ago, for inslance, asdesios
was belrg used a3 an anulesk ingredient tn
Prestons antifreeze, made by Union Carbide
Corp. Al a Carteret, N.J., plant. run for Unjon
Carbide by General American Transporistion,
ha astestos would arrive In paper aacks.
Workers would cut the bagy open with knives
and fee 1 the powdery while asbesios into tanks
of antiireeze, says James lrving, a fire and
safely engineer who bas worked in the plant
for 22 years.

*They'd wear face masks, but no protective
clothing,” Mr, Irving says, *and ths blowers in
the room where they worked would send the
dust out o wbere olthers were working. Tnen
they'd pile up the bags outside the bullding and
a crew would pick them up and throw them
anto the truck, rawswing a big cloud of dust.”

Asbeslos was removed from the Prestone
formuls Jate last year. Mr. Irving says the
change took place atter the Oil, Chemical and
Atom.c Workers mude an issue of il. Union
Carb.de denses that. The decision, says Herbert
J. Hannugan, the company’s technical manager
of auio producls, was based on marketing con-
siderations and ‘bad pothung to do with
hesltn.”” - :

Asbestas also can pase hazards to the ulti-
mats consumers of certasn products. Bils of as-
bestos used in hilters for beveraxe maling have

. been found in wine and beer. for 1stance, and

could be dangerous if awallowed. The we of
such fillers in beverage making seems io have
been curtatled, but knowledge of the hassrd sp-
.pears (o have had hitle effect elsewhere, even
in medical circles. Asbestas, says a soon-lo-be-
published study, is bewng used in some haspi-
tals 23 » filter for Intravenously fed liquids,
Siving the parlicles an entree Into Lhe blood
Rtream.

The use of asbestas In fireproof textiles is
common. Once in a while. ssbestos tiber even
finds L3 way into ordinary fabrics. Dr.Willlam
Nicholson, an sssociate of Dr. Sehikoff st Moun!
Sinal, has a girl's charcoal-colored winter coal
wilh red trim hanging tn one of his lsborato:
ries. I's one of mnre than 200.000 smported
coals msde with 87, aspesios DHiver aold two
Years azo. Some of them a1¢ presumably sull
being womn, **Give thal coat a shake.” says Dr.
Nicholson, *‘and you get dusl Jevels as high s
in an asbestos faclory.*

Asbestos workers 1n the construction indus.
iry ave perhaps the mast sensitive of all work.
ers Lo the asbestos hazard. It was the eonmtruc-
uon indusiry, which uses two-thirds of ali as.
besloe products, that was the target of the Nirst
wave of antiasbeston publicity moree than four
years ago. At least four titiev—=New Yook, Bos.
ton, Chucago and Philadeiprua—have bannred
the spraning of asbestas NHireproofing maslerial
altogether. Substitute materials are being de-
veloped, thouzh here’s some question being
raised sbout therr satety, oo

Among construction workerd ouiride the as.
bestos trades—viriusliv atl of whom are ex.
ported Lo sabesias whether they mork with o di-
reclly or not—concern remains relalively low.
Jacodb Novak, business manager of the Asbes.
tas MWorkers Union Incal 1n New Yoih, savs he
haz tried withnut sucvess, for instance, 1o In
duce a group of plasierers i have chechUps
““Some of Lhese people Gon t want to luce a free
X-ray because thev're sfraid of what they
mizht hear.” save Mr. Novak a d1sear vel-
eran of (e asbesits trades. who had & nONfN-
JISnant tumor removed frmm a lung Iast wiater,

Anxlety in the
seems minimal “'We dant have a st pinh
lexr in demobition,” s3~s Lecnard Kapy, vire
president of \Wrecking Corp of Amenira, ane of

- —

years, and there'» nolhip wrong with them **
When working In clo=ed quarters, he says, N«
men use drop cloths and fans, dul they dan't
wear respirators because “they're 100 hol ang
they don’t work.”

Nevertheless, the (edersl Environmental
Protection Agency is prepanng regulalons ex.
pected to bs announced Uhis summer tha
would atiempt lo impose conirols on sir polly.
tion from demolition operations These could
include requirements for wetling down the
work areas or the remova) of all asbrsios be
fore z building ts toppled. The technical prob.
lem of measuring dust levels, however, *"could
1053 outl Lhe demolition regulation entirely.*
says James Krowder, an enpineer wilh the
EPA‘s hazardous poliutants branch.

Selting & standard for asbesios concentra.
tions at work sites has been similarly ditheun
tor the fledgling Occupalion Safely and Heahih
Admimistration. & yesr<ld Department eof
Labor untt, The resson: Nobody knows bow
much asbesios s dangerous. The ssbesios in.
dustry, led by Johnx-Manwilte Corp., the larg-
est in the field, has fought for a standard aliow -
ing hive asbestos fibers per cubic cenUmeter of
air in the faclories. But the doctors at Mount
Sinal and elsewhere aigue that the only trye
safe level of asbestos potivunn would ke zero.

The povernment’s decision yrsterday was In
impose a hve-fiber aversge, with & maximum
eoncentration in the work nres of 10 huers per
cubic cenimenler at any time. In 1976, the new
regulationa call for a more siringent two.liber
himit, with the four-vear delay Inlended to five
the industry a chance (o control the prodlem.

The industry ssys even a two-tider himit
could hurt 11 ecanomically. J. B. Jobe. Jonns.
Manvilie's executive wvice president. said al
hesnings In March that It would be “"socialiv ar-
responsmble’ to adopt such stnagent repuls-
hons.

The company operates the largest asdesion
factory in the country at Manville, N.J.. where,
according to & recent Mount Sinai siudy, 407,
of the workers die 0Of asbrsins-relaled rancer
Corrective steps being taken already Johnas.
Manvilie maintains, are sdquale (o desl with
ihe problem withoul cauning a cutback in the
plant’s production the lifeblood of ‘he New
Jersey town of 15.000. At least one asbeaios fac.
tory. run by a PPG Industnes and Corming
Glass Works joint venture in Tvier. Tenas,
riosed last February becauce of “'prefita
and concern over salety.” a spohesmen 4

Actually, the curbing of asbesios rantarmira.
tion Ls niore an exercise it £00d nNouseasr™ng
than capital expenditure. While the cort of
slopping poliution at a power plant or rmester
might run tnto the hundresr of milhons. the
¢ost of cleaning up an asbeslos operation won.n
be clorer tn a JOth of that magmiluoe, acrgeo-
ing to dnciors. engineers and union officials

Some of the staples of sueh an aperanne al-
Fesdy in Use In Many PIANLL, sre eAmpars-
tively inexpensive closed plashic bags tar nux-
Ing cement, vacuum asliachments on phwer
saws, drop cloths. dust.zuppressant chemicats
and battery-powered respiraioia that hlow nl-
tered air into the user 5 face 10 rase divevm-
fort .

Tne new Labor Depariment standards as
indeed. call far manv of thete noia-t1s Lire
rules. But whiie thes are ungue-tinnat v &

demolion tndustrvy  slbsol

nerded step tovnaed slaci conira's [h seo .’
[Mvs, he alto mave nre remans peran C o0
“Tnr poitential 87 surveihaner 1s 1en .
aavs. because of the minall. undernh an. ed
siAftn of lederal and siate insperines A S e
revently compietrd at Mount Sirar nf #.0% as.
pesins workers around Ipe vountr.. Inr in.
stan: €. rhuwed thal In 1950 and ISTL IRrre wae
onls BN dusl yulid Tuatn i Bxdmslen fuaiit 1T
every 20.000 man-cavs woshed

AnA whule he savs he appreristes the echrs.
Iins 1nouslry & eaprecerd Iniese~l n »nlving the
rrediem Dy Selibolt 1 Raig pre-se® in es
plain the eaniimung apsthy aman: many wmi.

ere and mansgers. “Tais 'l st annthes
arsse " he save "Some peopir want in see She|
xtie s in Ihe alrpet befote 1INy DPIOINE €N
cerned Uafnrunately, in thiv case, Lhe bnaies
nse n the strrel ™

the largest demolltion conipaniss In the eoun.
Iry. "*Same people think VAU ran 1ake dnwn a
building withoul gust,'" he save with & lanzh
As for asheatos. Mr Rapy ten't worned: *)
know frilas whn have laid sciwstna pipe for
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