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P@Mutn@n warning
by scientist

BY A STAFF REPORTER

A warning that the world
before long could become unft
Tor homan ludubation was piven
Iw o deading anthoriy on pollo
tron prablenn we ondea yusler-
day.

Professor Barry Comgnoner,
- Professor of Botany ot Washe-

mgton  Unisersity,  St. Louis,

Missouri, spohe of “a terrihly

grim chalenge ™ to mankind to

solve the environmental crisis,

Tle was addressing a one-dav
conference vrzanized by the Soil
Association and he forceast a
crisis, a point of no return
which could reach the fields or
waters of American major farm-
ing areas in 25 10 50 yeurs' time

“inless action was taken.

He saod : ™5 we are to sur-
vive as inhabitids of a4 workd
increasingly  transformed by
tevhnotopy we need 10 icasves
our aftitudes towards the actual
world on which our technology
intrudes ”. We had become en-
ticed into a nearly fatal illusion
that we had at fast escaped from
oy dependence on the rest of
nature.

There was strong evulcnce
that our pollution problems
were due to fundamental faults
in our technology. ‘1 riumphs in
developing the modern car or
nuclear reactor had been bal-
anced by lailures in their opera-
tion.

“Once the automobile s al-
fowed ot of the tachny and
mter the eun eaient st s (s
tormed 1 then peveals iselt oy
an agent which has  rendered
urban air carcinogenic, burdened
human bodies with nearly toxic
devels of carbon monoxide and
leasl, embedded pathiopene juu

Ligles o ashestos . Timian
Jungs, _and contributed signnir-
cantly to the pollution ut sur-
face waters " .

Once a nuciear reactor began
to opcrate it threatened rivers
and lakes wath its heated waters

"~

and human bodies with radia-
ton,

fosceotivides  bad helped o
heced resistant stauns of ™ g,
strong, strapping bugs <t in
parts of South America  they

- had even had to import parasitic

pests to prey on the smaller
pests to redress the balance of
nature after use ¢f insestivide.

Professor Commoner said we
should start looking at our envi-
ronment s a whole instead of
breaking it down into a number
of special disciplines when con-
sidering pollution. There was
now little leeway left in the
system. “Time is short”, he
said.

Dr. Kenncth Mcllanby, chair-
man of the Soil Association’s
reseaecly advisar committee and
director of Monks Wood expert-
mental station, said that all was
hy  no mwans bt e sl -
“ahe aw of London today s
cleaner than for a century.
The Thames, until recently a
stinking  sewer, is much  lews
oftenvive, even 1 additional im-
purities are taking their toll,

* A concentration of some
persistent  pesticides in  our
bodies and in our food is declin-
ing. . . . T hope we will disoun
those Jeremiazhs who say the
countryside is totally ruined and
there is nothing left worth
saving.”

Professor Commoner answer-
ing  guestions  said there  was
evtddenve ey sigeest that DYDY
fromn  metle puesofedd Jethung
could perentate through the shin
imo the body-ist. it was known
that D.D.T. in the body couid
stimulite the activity of enzynies
in the liver which were respons.
thle Tor regnlating certam fun -
maones.

A ncw gencration was being
raised—with D.D.T. in their fat.
carbon monoxide in their svs-
tems and lead in their bones.
“That is technologicul man”
he saud.
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