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OBJECTIVES

Agent Orange, or dioxin (2, 4, 5-T or 2, 4-D) poisoning,

has dramatically effected the lives of many former Viet Nam
veterans, railroad workers, fanners and homeowners. Agent
Orange was used by the U.S. government in Viet Nam as a strategic
maneuver to destroy the food sources and foliage of the Viet
Cong. This was also sprayed around U.S. bases to destroy foliage
and prevent surprise attack. Many Viet Nam veterans have been
exposed to this. In the U.S., 2, 4, 5-T and 2, 4-D was used to
prevent weed growth around railroad tracks, on farms and on lawns.
Extensive exposure to this chemical is believed to have caused
many serious problems:

Birth defects

Cancer

Sterility

Altered sex drive

Nervous disorders

Psychological effects

This two-day conference is designed to provide the partici-

pant with results of current epidemiological studies, treatment
modalities, psychological counseling, genetic counseling, litigation

and legislative responses, and a panel of people who have personally

experienced Agent Orange.

o C2284 6

CONFIDENTIAL

SUBJECT TO PROTECTIVE ORDER.



_— e e _— -

NS

AGENT ORANGE SURVEY QUESTIONNAINE

o Name:

Mdmss:

Phone:

Dates of Service:

Locaticn of Service in Vietnam (Corp, Base and Movement within couatry):

. Mow d1d exposare occur? How often? Aliso, were you given the Dapsonc P111?

(Continue to Page 2)
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%I_c{é the s)Totoms tnat you are presently experiencing:

" 1. Gastraintestinal

Lass of Appetite {Anorexia)
huysea .
Vnafting ) -
Crarvhes
Constipation
Yellowing cf eyes, skin
and "urine (Jaundice)
Liver inflammation
" Voemiting blocd (Hematedesis)
fbdominal pan
Gastric hyperplasia
Castric uicers

2. Genitourinary

tones
Surning
Bloody urine {dematuria)
Cribbling .
Brown urine
Bladder discomfart
Kidney pain

3. XNeyrological

Tingling"
Hunbness T
Dizziness
Keadaches
Twitching, fidgeting

str, (Autonomic dyscontrol)
Suspension of breath (Sleep apnea)
Incoordination
Unaaturaily drowsy (Hypersommolence)
Loss of sensatfon in exirenfities

1:. Fsychiatric o

Yioient

Irritable .

Angry

Suvere 4epression

Suicide

Frenzied (Maric)
 Tremyleus

katary T0ss
- L9ss of coacentration

Sazvare personality charges

in
.

Hatabeiic

5.

1C.

-—d
-

Metabolic (Cont'd.)

Fatique
Rap!d weighs lcss
Spontaneous fever
Chilis

. Gardicvascular

Elevated blood pressure
Blood deficiency (Anemia)

Skin

Chloracne

Rash .
Increased sansitivity (heat)
Increased sensitivity (sun)
Altered skin color

Loss of hair

Brittle naiis

, Cancer

Tumors
Liver

Lung
Testicular -
Ear duct

. Endocrine

tnlarged male mamvary glands {Gynecomasti:
txcassive milk flow from nipples
Decreased sexual desire

Difficulty maintaining an erection

"Visual

Blurring

" Burning
. Fearing loss

. Respiratory

Difficult or painful breath (Dysn=a)
Shartness of preath
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Veterans Agminissrati

What diagncsis were you given?

2. Private:

{

A) Helpful B) Questionalbe

What diagnosis were you given?

Do any of your children have birth defects?

* If yes, check as many 2s apply to each child:

Child 1

Cleft palate

A) Helpful B) Questionable

Yes

- -

€) Hamtul

C) Hirmful

Child 3 Child 4

eye

" SN -

ney abaormaiities

Enlarged liver La

I -

Enlarqed head

ub foot

intestinal hemorehage " — R

Missing or abnormal fingers, toes -

Missing cr abnormai reproductive
organs ‘ s

LRI S X

Missing, abnormal or aispiaced
body parts

-
wegmen oot o wn .

ot 1] -
'_""JP“-"—"‘"‘ T

Comments: {use this spaca for any addftional

- NS Aﬁw ‘
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The Veteran’s

SELF-HELP GUIDE
ON AGENT ORANGE

‘Suggestions for filing a claim at the VA for problems possibly caused by Agent Orange.

The defoliant Agent Orange was widely used
in Southeast Asia between 1962 and 1971. Many
veterans have begun to complain about a
variety of health problems that they believe may
be related to their possible exposure to Agent
Orange. .

If. you think you have medical problems

" because of Agent Orange, you should go to the

SUBJECT TO PROTECTIVE ORDER.

Veterans Administration and tell them. Doing
this will say to the VA that you believe your
problems began when you were on active duty
and so are “‘service-connected.’’ Even if you are
not positive, but you are having medical
problems now, there is no harm in getting your
claim on file. e

Nothing will guarantee that the VA will give
you the help you need. As a matter of fact,
through December 1979, the VA had turned
down all those claims where veterans said their
problems were caused by Agent Orange. But
there are two good reasons you should go ahead
and immediately get your claim on file at the
VA.

First, if your claim is granted, your benefits
will go back to the date you filed your claim.
Even if your claim is.turned down, but the VA
later changes its attitude about Agent Orange,
they will have your claim on file and be able to
reopen it quickly. -

Second, taking the time to go to the VA

shows how serious you are about this problem
and that you think the government has a
responsibility to help. The government can be

CONTENTS

STEP 1: GET YOUR RECORDS

STEP 2: PUT YOURFACTS TOGETHER
STEP 3: FILE YOURCLAIM

STEP 4: OBTAIN A-FREE MEDICAL EXAM

impressed with a large number of vets
requesting help—statistics can make a dif-
ference.

NOTE: If you are turned down, you can and
should appeal. Look for instructions on the
letter that turns you down on how to appeal.

The next section of this Guide is only a short
summary of the VA claims system. A more
complete description is found in the ACLU
Handbook: The Rights of Veterans available in
most bookstores.

STEP 1: GET YOUR
RECORDS '

To refresh your memory and help you build your case,
you should obtain a free copy of all your miiitary and
medical records. Use a Standard Form 180 to do that (if
not enclosed with these instructions you can obtain one
from any VA office).

STEP 2: PUT YOUR FACTS
TOGETHER

Before you go to the VA office to file your claim, you
should put the facts together. Follow the instructions

Copyright © 1980, Mational Veterans Law Center 3All Rights Reserved.
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To encourage widespread distribution, permission to reproduce this Guide is granted to any member organization of
the Napigngl Veserans Task Force on Agent Grange;-and permission will be readily granted, upon written request, 10
those organizations supporting social justice for veterans. Bulk orders are invited. Segments of this Guide may be
excerpted or reproduced for counseling, self-help, and scholarly purposes without further permission; we request only
that proper credit be given. Any other use requires written authorization of the National Veterans Law Center (4900

Massachuserts Avenue NW, Washington DC 20016},
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ATTACHMENT

NAME: Date filed:
ADDRESS: Claim number: C-

I request thatithe VA, in addition to the information given here, develop pursuant to 38 CFR 3.103, evidence of
m» exposure to Agent Orange while I served in Vietnam. Specifically, [ request the VA 10 match the movement of
my unit in Vietham with any spraying operations described in the HERBS 1apes. I would like to be notified im-
mediately whensuch development has been completed and be sent a copy of the results of such development.

“This also is 10 request that the VA presume [ was exposed to Agent Orange, as I describe below. unless the VA
can affirmatively establish that I was not exposed to Agent Orange. Because military service records contain no
information aboul veterans' exposure 10 Ageni Orange in Southeast Asia, proof that I was NOT evposed can be
established only by a cross-check of my movement with the HERBS tapes. This request, and that any reasonable
doubt invoiving my claim (particularly with regard to the quesiion of whether 1 was exposed 10 Agent Orange)
should be resolved in my favor, is made pursuant to 38 CFR 3.102.

SECTIONI

1 served in Vietnam from the month of .19 « 10 the month of ., 19 . 1 senved with the
following organimtions:

[ was in the following provinces and towns on the dates listed below:

I had the following duties during the dates listed below:

SECTION If

1 was exposed to Agent Orange in the places and on the dates listed below:

SECTIONIILA

I request VA service-connecied benefits for the following medical disabilities which 1 claim were caused by my
exposure 10 Agent Orange in Vietnam: -

—

C2280%

SECTIONIIL.B

In addition to the disabilities listed above, | also file this claim for benefits for other current disabilities. 1 want 1o
mahe clear that [ do not claim that these disahilities were caused by my exposure to Agent Orange. However, [
belicve | am suflfering from these problems because | may have heen exposed 1o Agent Orange and now fear that |
have contracied or will contract chronic disabilitics suffered by other Vieinam veterans who also may have heen
exposed, —

:agwake an extra copy of this attachment and send it the Wﬂ: Informaiion Clearinghouse on

)
pori-Oemase (/03 ol 1346 Cognecticut Avenue NW, Rm."DBY,"Wahington DC 20036), we may be abie to
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REQUEST PERTAINING Please read Privac")r Act Statement and lnstttruch- DATE OF REQUEST
TO MILITARY RECORDS * orsiomy/sheers, o roco needed, altach
e SECTION —INFORMATION NEEDED TO LOCATE RECORDS (Furnish as much information as possible)

1, NAME USED DURING SERVICE (Last, first, midile) 2, SOCIAL SECURITY NO, i 3. DATE OF BIRTH 4, PLACE OF BIRTH

For an effective records search, it is important that ALL periods of servica be shown below.
T ACTIVE SERVICE—PAST AND PRESENT

S. BRANCH OF SERVICE | 8. DATES OF ACTIVE DUTY . 7. Check One | & SERVICE NUMBER
1SAaw alse lasz orpanization, if knewn) " ~Date Entered [ Oate Heleasad . Officat | Enlisted:  DURING THIS PERIOD

|
il ]

RESERVE SERVICE—PAST AND PRESENT !F NONE, CHECK [ NONE

9. BRANCH OF SERVICE ?10. DATES OF MEMBERSHIP I 11, Check One R 12, SERVICE NUMBER
J' Seginning Date 1 Ending Date ° Officer : Enlisted . DURING THIS PERIOD

; ‘ 5 : |

o

. NATIONAL GUARD MEMBERSHIP !F NONE, CHECK [ NONE

13, AGMY |14 A 17. DATES OF MEMBERSMIP 118 check One | 19. SERVICE NUMBER

1% Stata 116 ORGANITATION ) Beginning Oate | Ending Gate Officar | Enfistes | DURING THIS PERIOD
ol

20. 1S SERVICE PERSON DECEASED? DATE OF DEATH 21. IS (Was) INDIVIDUAL A MILITARY RETIREE OR FLEET RESERVIST?

O wno O YES (If =Yed™ entar date:) 0O wo G ves

SECTION l—REQUEST -

1. EXPLAIN WHAT INFORMATION OR DOCUMENTS YOU NEED OR CHECK ITEMS 2 OR 3 BELOW

2 [ CHECK THIS BOX IF YOU NEED A STATEMENT OF SERVICE ONLY

3. LOST SEPARATION DOCUMENT REPLACEMENT REQUESTED (CAsck One)

[0 REPORT OF SEPARATION (DD Form 214 or equivalent) ISSUED IN (Yr.) (This contains information sormally
needed to determine sligibility for benefits, It may be furnizhed only to the veteran, his surviving next of kin, or to his repre-

sentative with veteran's signed release guthorization—item 6.)

% DISCHARGE CERTIFICATE ISSUED IN ____________ (Yr.) (This shows only date and character of discharge and is of littls
value in determining eligibility for benefits. I\ may be fasued only to veterans discharged honoradly or under honorable condi-
Q - tiong, or, if deceased, to the surviving spouse,) :

A HOW WAS SEPARATION DOCUMENT LOST?

VE

PURPGSE FOR WHICH INFORMATION OR DOUCUMENTS ARE NEEDED (Ezpisin)

ECTJ

REQUESTER 1S (Chrek proper bea? (] NEXT OF KIN (Show relatiomshis) | SA SIGNATURE OF REQUESTER
PERSON IDENTIFIED IN SECTION
Q7] SURVIVING SPOUSE [0 OTHER (Specify)

- 7. NE.QUES'l”-E'R' (Plesss type ov print sumplats return addrese, Inclads ZIP cods)

Re

O& RELEASE AUTHORIZAT
=~ Kead insiraction le': t:sx'n:f REQUIRED
| hereby authorize release of the requested informa-
Ution/documents to the addresses shown at right.

GA. SIGNATURE OF v i
oy i, E}'ﬁm VIf signed by sther than

ECT

suB

C. NFIDENTIAL
i

OO RELATIONSMIF TO vETERAN™ =" = "=~} =

180=104 . STANDARD n&m (REV, 1-78)

022854 e



AGENT ORANGE: The Persistent Uncertainty and
Continuing Anguish Are Not Likely to End Soon

Agent Orange was one of several pow-
erful defolianis or herbicides used exten-
sively in Southeast Asia during the Viet-.
nam War to deprive the enemy of ground
cover and destroy his food supply. The
chemical compound got its name from the
orange siripes that marked the SS-gallon
barzels in which it was shipped 10 the war
zone. ‘

Millions of gallons of Agent Orange
were sprayed liberally over more than five
million acres of Vietnam, approximately
12 percent of the country’s land area,
between 1962 and 1970. Usually sprayed
crop-duster-stylefrom~U.S, aircraft, the
defoliant was used most heavily from 1966
10 1969. when American wroop strength
in Victnam was at its highest.

The extreme toxicity of dioais, a con-
taminan! found in minute quantities in
Agent Orange. was not known at the Lime,
though a few scientists were beginning Lo
express concern over use of the chemical
in the late 19605

But Agent Orange had immediate ad-
vantages. lis use foiled ambushes and
provided upen ficlds of fire, thus saving
American lives and holding down casual-
tiex. Few precautiom were taken Lo prolect
our Gh-or anyone-from exposure W
Agens- Qrange and other dioxin-bearing
herhicides,

The chemicals were not sprayed only
in limited, restricted areas. and they were
almost cerwainly spread beyond treuted
arcas by winds and by water flowing
through ditches, streams. and rivens. In

addition to sprayings over jungle and-

forest arcas, Agent Orange was abw uscd
around base camps. compounds, roads,
and diiches used by American forces.
The Depanment of Defense viewed
these chemicals as a boon to US, pround

‘troups in Victnam. Bug in what is one
of the blackest ironies of the Victnam °

War, Agent Orange may be cawsing the
list of the war’s casualtics 10 mount
today-years after the last drop of Ji-
oxin-bearing defoliant fell vn the thick.
steamy jungles of Southeast Asia.

1s there a cause for concern? As far back

as ten years ago. apprehensions in the
sciemific community had become so pro-
nounced that the Defense Dcepartment
decided to end the sprayings in the war
zone. And a year and a haif ago. the U.S,
Environmental Protection Agency banned
Ageat Orange for domestic use in agricul-
ture.and forestry.

The dangers of dioxin nst came to
gencral public atiention w1978 whea
Maude DeVictor, a VA velerany benclits
counclor in Chicago, became fcd up with

authorities who would not listen to con-
cerns over Agent Orange and went to the
national media t1o expose the problen.
Media news stories on Agenl Orange
?nn 1o proliferate immediaiely, and the
lianis used in Vicinam became a na-
uonal issue.
For the past two years, the controveny
over Agent Orange has raged. Many have
suted unequivocally that Agent Orange

‘has caused death and disability, while

others have been just a3 firm in heralding
the safety of the herbicide. Both sides have
been impassioned in their arguments, and
both have snatched at what little sciemific
evidence thai exists 1o prove their poinis.

The fact is that oo scientific evidence
today conclusively shows that usc of Agenlt
Orange in Vietnam is causing long-term
health problems smong Vietnam veterans.

When the dJefoliant coniroversy
mushroomed two years sgo. it immedi-
ately became clear that no federal agency
wanted 10 assume responsibility for the
velerans who believed their Jisabilities
and the birth defects of their children had
been causcd by Apent Orange.

To the DAV, it looked very much like
the callous treaiment the government had
for ycan afforded o velerans who had
panipated in alomic weapons tests in the
1950s and 1960s. Many of these veteruns
suffered dixabilitics relaicd 10 the radls-
ton to which they were exposed during
the tesis, Yet, it look years before a serv-
ice-connection was cver granied for a dis-
ability related to radiation exposure.

The VA was panticularfy resistant o
axsuming respoasibility for veterans cx-
posed to Apent Orange. Of course. the
sgency was faced with the possibility of
disability claims and health care ants that
could amaount 1o hundreds of millions of
dollans, and the siwation clled for cau-
tion. )

flowcever, it was readily apparent that
the VA, the Depantment of Defense. and
wther federal agencies were drapging their
feer vn the defolianl question. And, seeing
this insensitivity 10 a problem that aflected
the lives of as many as 2.5 million Vietnam
veterans. the DAY and several others
raised an immediate oulcry.

Early in 1979, theae concerns were
echocd by Senate Veterans” Affairs Com-
mittee  Chairman Alan Cranswon (D-
Calif.). who calied on the VA 10 “move
more aggressively to leamn the truth about
Agent Orange and determine if velerans
have a legitimate rcason for their anzicty.”

He accused the VA of “proceeding at
oo limited and too leisurely a pace™ and
piving “an inexcosable lack of prioniy™

_ans can’ h.-wc conlidence in,"

to research on the health effects of dio
xin-bearing herbicides.

Mounting public concern forced a tut
naround—though certainly a slow ur
naround~in the government's attitude 1o
ward the dionin question in 1979, In th
spring of that year, 4 new VA advisor
Committee on the Health-Related Effext
of Herbicides was formed, and the VA pu
some sicam behind ils research on Agen
Orange.

However. when the YA's advisory com
miltee was established, the DAV leamne:
that it was made up solely of gavernmen
scientists. health care professionals. .an
representatives of ihe chemical companie:
No Vietnam veterans had been appoinie:
10 the commillee 10 AC1 23 consumer rep
rescniatives.,

Taken aback, the DAV pressurcd th

-agency inlo appointing a combat-disable

Vietnam vetcran. DAV Special Projeat
Officer Bob Lenham. 10 the commitier
Lenham has kept a close eye on the gos
emments propros lmvanl resolving th
yuestions that \ummnd Agent Orange.

Though he advises veterans o be po
tent and reahze thal sientilic reware
takes time. Lenham semains dissatindic
thal the VA Mill cannot paint 1o any
tive results in its rescarch on the defiliar
inue,

“Vieinam vetarans snursoces th
their government is domg cverylhmg per
sible to address the herbicide insue.” Lee
ham said recently.

“We wanl w sce [rewearch ‘conducte
cxpeditiously. but we want to see qualil
rowarch . . . rescarchithat Vicinam vele
added Ler
ham’s alicrnate on Ihe VA commitic
DAV Admlnl\lr.ﬂlvlt Anistant Charb
Thompaon, alwe a disabled veteran af'tb
Victnam War. |

The DAV's commitment o Toreeh
representation of vcu,ral‘l\ eapamed ¢
Apent Orange was peasserted by 1A
National Commander Stan Pealer. alw
Victnam cra veteran. [That representabic
is not limited to pressure on the Teder
government to move on the rescarch al
public policy aspects of the defoliant iss

In the spring of 1979, the DAV el
a centralized system ffor handhing clan
related 1o herhicide exposure. Curren
the DAV is n..prsu.l!:lmk apprazinii
2000 Vietnam veterans who believe th
disabililies may have been causcd
Agent Orange or other defolianis.

These veterans, of coune, get the i
represcutation of expert AV nati
wrvice ullicen (NSOs) an thar areas. |
the centralized sysiem ofless the awdd
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ACENT ORANGE 1{s a 50-50 mixture of 2,4-D, and 2,4,5-T, ‘tvo commonly
used herbicides. . .

AGENT ORANGE wvas intended for use by the US Military In Vietnam as
a means of defoliating jungle and destroying crops which were presumed
a yital food source for the enemy. .

Tests performed on unused 55 gallon drums of the defolient showed the
presence of 2,3,7,8 - TETRACHLORODIBENZO - PARA - DIOXIN, (DIOXIN), “in
amounts of 3 parts per million to 50 parts per million., Dioxin is
considered to be "one of the most: toxic subscances known to man."

Eong-tem health effects of DIOXIN exposure are generally un‘known and

aubstancially untested l .

"In the last tvo years a very disturbing event has been‘replayed in "~

various cities around the world. Those who were in a position to be
in contact with AGENT ORANGE have been experiencing varied forms of
physical and mental dysfunction since exposure. Traditional medical-
analysis and treatments have proven substantially inadequate fer
resolution of their problems,

Only vhen certain individuals publically announced the symptoms of
dioxin poisoning, in the belief that US Servicemen/Women had been
exposed, did the calls begin. Large numbers of people have now
reported a wide variety of problems which are the same substancial
complaints across the calling population. Sy, s announced publically
are only the tip of a growing symptom list. he only common factors
appear to be the sharing of the same physical and mental problems -

and - the sharing of probable exposure to AGENT ORANGE or one of it's

‘components.

Those close to the issue claim cancer, birth defects, and various other
forms of debilitating or life threatening illness can be caused by
exposure to 3 to 5 parts per trillion.

JON R. FURST# :
CAVEAT INC. ' ,
(Concerned Ancrican Veterans Against Toxins, Inc.)

Informaticn distribut~d by
Michigan Asscciation
of concerned Veterans

A. O. Program
313 -232-8742
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.~ FAINTING SPELLS

LOSS, OR CHANGE IM, TOENAILS
LOSS, OR CHANGE 'IN, FINGERNAILS

.- HAIR LOSS

TASTE, INABILITY TO,
APPETITE LOSS

= RESPIRATORY PROBLEMS

BEHAVIOR -~

MEMORY LOSS

“<IRRITABILITY
.= SLEEP PATTERN DISRUPTION

» ~ DEPRESSION (INCOMPLETE FIGURES)

AGGRESSION
DECREASED SEXUAL DRIVE
CORFUSION

TREMORS

- GENERAL BEHAVIOR DISORDERS

-~ CHILDREN --

» MISCARRIAGES

wailr

RESPIRATORY PROBLEMS

FEVERS OF SHORT DURATION {Unexplained)

RASHES

A ALLERGIES

SPEECH DEFICIENCIES

" HEART MURMURS

HYPERACTIVITY

" CONFIDENT! AL
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18.2%

18.28

14.52
14.5%
12,73
10.9%
3.68

65.5%
66.0%
54.5%
43.6%

. 43.6%

29.12
20.0%
7:3%
3.6%

30.7%
26.9%
25.0%
23.1%
19.2%
17.3%

13.5%

13,52

£22860
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33
30
24
24
16
11

16
14
13
12
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NFORMAL DEFINITIONS OF "SYMPTOMS® = ¢
| *SYHPTOM® | '
-NOMBER o
- 1. VISION - Refers to occational bluriing of vision, which can be °blinked”

--3way", and has occurred at some point in time since expected exposure,
{usually vietnam service). Usually described in one of three ways.

-a. Like a film on eyes, can be "blinked away", but quickly retgrqs-
" only to be "blinked away" 3gain. Interference with clear vision
-3y last a mcment or two, to sporadic eyents lasting a day or two.

b. - Inability to readily focus upon items varying in distance. If
-reading, may need .to blink and blink to change focus from book to
-=object across room. Those reporting blurring in this way occation-

- .ally report inaccurate perception of 1ight in cTosed room as if a
- .lamp is dimming or brightening, but-often "seen™ in an area of L
-~ “the room where no lamp is lighted. - S

c. Eyes attempt involuntary “crossing®, as if the person is despgr--
ately fighting to stay awake. "Just like a kid in church trying
‘to stay awake, wrestling with himself to keep his eyes open.”
‘Such people seldom perceive themselves to be falling asleep...
Just their eyes involuntarily trying to close.

. 2. RASH - This catagory does not restrict itself to “"acne-1ike"™ skin
), -eruptions. It should be noted that all involved in preparing this in-
- . formation were shocked at the predomination of “acne“ cases in this catagory.
Many reported one, or a very few, unusual skin eruptions occurring under
‘the watch or ring. The usual description is of “eruptions surfacing
-in Vietnam, or since being there,(including recently,} which itch
-violently as a rule. The eruptions vary in size and kind. Some are
reported to look like a small pimple, a large pimple, or perhaps not
1ike an acne eruption at all. Psoriasis like patches are reported,
and according to some, can be anticipated by a recurrant,oozing, poison
jvy-like rash. Usually the skin eruption is perceived as an insect-like
) bite, which, if scratched becomes extremely tender and the itch more '
- -aggrivated. The eruptions are often reported to resist actually coming
‘to a2 "head”, leaving a lump under the skin that becomes covered with scar
tissue. They take a long time to go away, often leaving a small pock-
‘mark. If, by the way, eruptions occur under one's watch, | am told that
.continued wearing of a watch will "encourage” repeat episodes.

Many renort severe acne rash over much of their bodies. The nature of

the rash varies greatly, and we have found that many who report having a

rash do not associate “acne-like episodes" with their "rash". For

instance, several reported having no rash, only to acknowledge with great
."-emphisis the acne-like events. . —
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a. Seems muscul S Y TR YR Y [T
' b, Seems"more internal” . Cet et s G
¢. Seems spinal or skeletal in orig1n LT IR L R Y,

- Often cadsidered ‘chronic by caller, and 'in.some-searely disa bhng
“‘on-occation.” Severity-fluctuates., - - = b 7y oni (w1,
s 0 Nas Y]] oLt 2o ¢ v ....n .., Pl et N VI T alJ'l ‘.J . F
8. FATIGUE'“ ‘Our best ‘efforts seem to-indicate-this to be more-a .chronic
probtem. Is défined as both beyond what has been previously. normal
for individual as well as-out-of apparent:relation to eﬁertaona
{ st
9. JOINT PAIN - Includes joint pain, joint swelling, and joint stiffness.
‘Has been, when severe, capalie of immobilizing o person. V- For-some:ft
is the. cause of greatly increased absenteeism flom Work.: .4 ai;

10. HEADACHES - Most often descrlbed as a marked.increase in.frequency and
severity of headaches.’ -Often described as beginning -around eye area,
or temple area -'some reporting the severity-as-”"blinding’- - wives
have said, on occation "he dropped to h1s lnees held his face at his
eyes, and s1mp1y ‘began to sob." ’ BRI RY F % &

3"-s I T VLA B
He have heard this many times. We tn]Ievn that it is 519n1f1cant to
_ report'nany say pa1n only occurs on one side of head -.some:of.the. .
= - veympfomsV §n this'list-seem to be related to only.one side of, the
body - but different-sides for different people’'~.if a. specjfic side of
the body is affected on an individual - most of these prob1ems will
" oceyrt qn "that side. ‘ LK e
. \'IJ - u..- I . : de e -
1T. IRRITABILITY - UsualTy 1dent1f1ed 2s a major: change from f¢m111er behavior.
. It is a popu}ar curiosity among those in contact with lots of callers
* i*“to wondér -if-this'might indicate“a loss ordecrease in basic coping skills.
Callers‘say it is-absolutely beyond what has always been normal for them.
LI T AN B 1 LIS |
12. LOSS OF MEMQRY - Again, a marked change -in fam1]1er individual behavior.
. Most appropriate paraphrase is "disruption of immediate reca]l'. or so
it seems. The wives of some individuals propose that the information
seems not to have been received, therefor, cannot be recalled. The
best analogy being the d1fference between "hearing” and "listenipg."”
- Some say have bscome 1ost dr1v1ng on their own street..ﬁ L

13, SEEING STARS - Usually occurs when arising qu1ck1y - hut a small number
* of those reporting "stars" see them while relaxed, watching, teleyision
_or something cqually passive: - Many report exper1enc1ng this when per-
formang heagy labor. or in conjunctwon w1th other ' ymptqmﬂ

~

14. "SLEEP PATTERK DISRUPT]ON - Hany callers report the 1nab111ty to go to
slcep on a recasonable basis. Other complaints-inglude awavgn1ng with a
start, and finding themselves unable to return to sleep. Wives often -
report that -steep will ‘be avoided or upattainable for a Llne.von1y for
sleep -to'come: 211 at once for long stretches. "First he can: ‘'t sleep, then
nobody can wake him up, for long periods of time,

=1
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20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

!

GASTRIC DISRUPTION - In this catagory, we have included those
who claim periods of a week, to a year or so, of markedly
increased heartburn and/or indigestion.

Possibly SIQHlficant. is the seemingly frequent report of ulcers
since vietnam, or the phy51c1ans perceptions that the stomach
and entire small intestine is highly inflamed, or so some of

* these people have been advised.

Most common response to the question about ac1d1ty.‘etc. has been
“eat antacids like candy sometimes, or can't get through the day."
It seems to come and go.

REDUCED IMMUNITY - These people beljeve they experience a higher
frequency of colds, flu, and general illness. They also perceive
they have more difficulty recovering from such illness.

THROAT PAIN/SHELLING - This catagory is for those who feel they
have acquired a problem with frequent, (for them,) sore throats,
and/or, glandular swelling of the throat. We are unsure of what
this should be called for a better more defined explanation. One,
Medical School Student referred to the glandular swelling as."sub
Mandibular non-tender.”

CHANGE IN BOWEL HABITS - These complainis include periods of
Tncreased con51tpat10n and/or diahrea. Callers who complained
of such charges in their bowel habnts characterize such ch-nges
as "not normal for them.

AGGRESSION - Again, we are -hear1ng of a noteable increase in
.aggression, as a MAJOR CHANGE in the individual’s behavior -
they say they don't understand their feelings. They, in their
own words "can't cope" sometimes. Most common descriptions
include an aftermath period of a day or two, during which many
grieve for their behavior and discount altogether, any appropriate
rational for such behavior,

NOSEBLEEDS - Since Vietnam or other possible exposure to toxic
substances, some individuals have had a period of time in which,
for no apparent reason, the suffered nosebleeds. Most commonly
" these people have had a recovery of such prob]ems

HE]GHT LOSS - Spontan1ous loss of weight has been reported by
some. 1n some cases this is a result of one to three days of a
revulsion to food. In some of the "revulsion" people, attempts
at food intake were met with vomiting or intense nausea. However
some report the loss of weight to have occurred without changes
in daily routine or food intake.
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©33.

34.
35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.
42.

43.

44,

45.

!

DFPRESSION - Mast don't wish to talk of such problems. In those
reporting ig depression, it was largely agreed that the depression
had frightened them by its 1nten51ty Due to the nature of the
phone call intake and some "mechanical problems® with the count,
we discount the 20 figure. We speculate thiat the figure is
higher, and that the depression may be occurr1ng in a come and go
manner as do some of the other "symptoms®,

1.0SS OF APPETITE - See weight loss # 26,

FRINTING - Mostly, self evident we, on occation heard the report
thatl pcople knew they would pass out, but that it was never in
time to act. Length of time unconsious varies from a split
second to hours.,

TREMORS - The same as the shakes. Involuntary twitching or

shaking. Llike a"brush with convulsions,” doctors who have used

muscle relaxants are reported.

EMERGIRG ALLERGIES -~ Allergic reactions to some substances, which
have surfaced since vietnam duty or other possible exposure.

- THMPOTERCE - A few felt this was poss1b1y due to age: It varies in

ser1ousness

CIIZNGE, OR LOSS OF, F}HG[RNAILS - See Toenails #£31.

UKEXPLAINED FEVER - Self evident/sometimes occational, somettmes
chronic.

RESPI1RATORY - Difficulties with the respiratory system,

SPEECH PROBLEMS (ADULT) - This complaint was in regard Lo a man -
who now stutters but never has before.

SYIN TUMORS - The development of fatty skin tumors is seen with
more clarity if entire contact file is reviewed. Also, the
appearance of boils or cystes is a fairly frequent complaint.

A core is prusent which is some times posessed of a foul odor.

WEIGHT GA]N - Many said they had yained weight since returning
from the service, Fewer felt they had gained weight since “symptoms™
onset. ’

JHCRCASED SEX DRIVE - A rarity. Many, however, report no
perceivable change in sexual behavior.
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Y tro I' troit Task Foroe on Vies [ " Yetez ns 4
Veterans Acticn Committes, Inc,

"AGENT ORANGE™"™

May 15, 1981
PROGRAM
8330 Registration
9100 Dioxin Poisoning—-Overview

James R, Allen, MD -

JRL Assocociates ¥

Novate, California

(Formexly with the University of Wisconsin)

10:00 Break
10315 MOﬂn Poisoning (contimied)
Dr, James R, Allen
 11:30  DLumch (on your own)
1:00 Psychological Counseling

Michasl N, Eats, Fh.D.
Clinical Psychologist
Dept. of Psychology -
Voterans Administration
Medical Center

Allen Park, Michigan

Genetic Counseling

Eagene V.D. Perrin, MD

Profesasor of Pathology in Pediatrics

Wayne State University

Director of Histopathology

Children's Hospital of Michigan

Attending physician at

Children's Hospital of Michigan,
Hutzel Hospital, and Sinai Hospital

Past President of the Sierra Clud

of Michigan
2:15 Break

t

' ' NTI AL (over)
CS&ETET;! gECT|VE ORDER.
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2:30 Litigation and Legislative Bsaponses
Artknr 8, Vall
Attorney sb Iav
Xoslow, Woll, Crowley
& Bersany
Southfield, Michigan

Mary Ro

xhrgh
Special Project Assistant
for Congressman David Bonier

3320 Commnity Resources
Represestative from the City of Detroit
Baighborhood Services Center
for the Hlucation for Returning
Veterans (CERV)

3345 Pansl of people pcrlonn.lly involvod.

vith dicxin poiscning
Tim Bae, Modsxator

mm*"
Tom Millex -
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s of memory, nervousness, J_nscmua, birth defects, cancer, chloracne. Chloracne is a

.reoccurr:.m; skin cmd:.tim that doesn't seem to have any cure and we find that in the people

we've seen|about 85% of them are suffering fram chloracne in fomm or another. I have two

people who|live over at Davidson who can't go cut in the daytime because they are so sun

sensative, |and they have skin like a crocodile. Sounds like a form of leprosy. Well as far
as they are concerned it is. BAs to the birth defects, we have all of the information in a
camputer and, so thatwhaixwe.come accross a certain kind of birth defect we can see whether
it's the kind of thing that we're getting r;i lot of. For instance, we have some cases where -
the .children were born with their feet facing the wrong way, which is verSr odd, and we ha.v<'=_l

16 of those cases. We also have testicular cancer in young guy.s, vwhich is almost unheard of.
e i'xave a 26-30 percent birth defect rate in our verterans, progeny, their children, in so
that we have a high number of verterans who are having surgery so they won't have any childra-x.
There is a tgrrible cancer syndrome going tl'magﬁﬂxisgmupof people. I-bwaboutsaﬁeof

' ‘e verterans that’c:nildreﬁ of the verterans like, say they had kids before they were in the
service, prior to and after they were in the service? We have cases like that. I have 8
guards, that there are 4 guards in the Federal Correcticnal Institution in Miland, Michigan,-.l
who were professional soldiers and had families before they went to Vietnam and children and¢
all of their children are healthT Since returning fram Vietnam the 4 of them have 8 chlldr%i
8 new children, and all 8 new children have birth defects ranging from severe learning
disabilities and eye problans to unbelievable grotés‘que. One child has wings, instead of
ams. Just little hands that stick out. What possible action would you gain fraﬁ these .
iWell this particular class action is against the manufacturers of Agent Orange, it is not
against the Federal Government, it is not against the V.A. as far as we're concerned. We

claim that the manufacturers » who made a large prof\it in this matter, failed to warn the

(3()P¢FTIIETQ

Federal Goverrment that there were some by-products that were going to be very harmful. They
knew what they were! They know that dioxin is very lethal, on cup of it would kill Detroit,
_'erybody! They know that 100 parts per billion is a manageable level as a by product to

the Agent Orange. In Vietnam, as far as we can tell, the average was 66,000 parts per billion

of that which they sprayed. The reason it is called Agent Orange, by the way, is because
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~=misters they sprayed-it on had an orange band around it. But tl'ge.y also sp;ayed agent white,
m.ﬁe, and purple. Just different coloxed bands. vhich held the same ingredient. Ya, the same,
it had to do with who manufact.a.:r,ed it, I think. In 1967, in Vietnam, they used up the world
supply of the defoliant. Everything there was in the world they used in Vietnam. They had to
get rid of it samehow. Well they did, and they came to the chemical campanies and said we
need more. Now there is a way to make that fairly safe, and it would not cost a whole lot of
monmey campared to what the war costs, it'd be pennies, but no, they just went r:ight in there
and' they just produced it in vast quantities and had.-their technicians-mixing.it and they-
sprayed it everywhere. You know what it does, don't you. It forces growth, so that the plant
forgets to reproduce, and supposedly we weren't suppose to go into the areas for 2months or 3
months, whatever the pericd was, after they had sprayed. 'mey'w.re épmying our positions and
they certainly sprayed all the Bustralians, ‘they filed with us. They sprayed the first 100
meters of every base camp in South Vietnam. There is 330,000'tons we think. One cup will kill
. ~T=troit,hey. Right. Well three ounces will take out New York Cit.y in the water system. I&s
“the most deadly poison known to man. It's absolutely devastating. Know we don't know what's
going to happen, we have a huge birth defect rate. I talked to 5 veterans, all have three
children with some kind of birth defect, out of 5. That's just the first generation. How lor;g
is this going to go on. TT:at'é what this is about. In fact, in 1970, on the floor of the
Congress, Philip Hart, Senator fram Michigan, made a skathing speech about what are you doing
you're going to kill everyone, this is going to be unbelievably horrible. Then it took them
3 years to find out, then they stopped spraying. It was time to do it. Tim,.when did you
serve in Vietnain, where and with who? I served with the second of 47th infantry, 9th division,
and I work recongizanze in the Mekong Delta and ¢ambodia. And what year was that? 1968,1969
and 1970. Were you affected by Agent Orange, your‘self, you know? I have kidney problems, I
have skin rashes that haven't gone away, my eyes are failing, every now and then I have a loss
of memory. Hum. Who is actually being sued by the other veterans?. Well, its the class
‘;rt-_ion suit, is against the Penn Chemical Campany, who principally produced Agent Orange.
Principally,~the Dow Chemical Campany. Hooker, of course, you would never want to leave them

out of anything, and, give them all a plug, hey. Right. Are you handling any civilian dioxin
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~<ages, has there been any settlament. mny. there was one settled against Dow Chemical
and the US Forest Service cut West sctm=yf:1'1ex:el and it was settled approximately 2 months ago.
The suit had been in. process for appraximately 10 years and they sequested the settlement,
and that means ﬁat nobody knows who -got what, it's a secret. But the Claimants,'mo were
some ladies living in an area where they did a lot of heavy. spraying in forstration to cut
down the undergrowth, had a lot of birth defects and miscarriages and problems of that
nature along this certain area. They paid them all, but we don't know what'they paid them,
but this is the reason for suit and it took 10 years to do it. Jim; you mentioned on Ilas't .
week's show that this Country has been using Agent Orange all along for years, I mean I'm. '
It's been in use since 1940 and range lands has been using it in past years where beef cat-
tle for market, its been used state forest lands, its been used on the railroads, its been
mthesmdeofﬂueroadtok;.ll ther:.ghtaway Andallalorgmbodyevexmthetragaiy
of this. It's in some of the dlfferent fertJ.lJ.zers and weed and feedthatyouusedtobuy

~ 'n the market. You know you can make it safe. How is that just don't mix them together.

ol

No, No, there's certain ways to make it, .certain process, which are more expensivg and

take more time, they bring down the dioxin .level below 100 parts per billion, you can do that.
And it works. But if you want to make maximized profits, thete's other ways. I won't say
that they did that but there are 66,000 parts per billion in ;h&smfk ;1“sed in Vietnam. In
Oregon, along the Clamith River, there's a man by the name of Silus Vigims and his farm was
sprayed, he had 500 acres of fruit trees, and his farm caught an overspray from the department
of Forestry. It killed all 500 acres of his trees, that was in 1970. 8 years later when

. they replanted 5 different areas of that man's 500 acres, all the trees died 8 years later.
The ground was still saturated with that amount of poison, the trees couldn't live. He had

a son 4 years g.ftér the overspray, and his son was borm with a cleft palate. The people

who live next door to him, down the road or whatever, their son was born with a birth

defect and they believe it came from the dioxin in his land through the water system that

ran between the houses. . You said, wait a second, let me get this straight, you said 8 years
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“-ter the ground was still saturated. Still saturated. For the Stuff to go away. 500 years
‘or else you can burn it. F.bre":er In other words, we gota live with this. It's samiething
"that dosr;'t ga away, you gota understand that its biodegradeable. It doesn't go away. It's
just there, all the time. You can get rid of it by burning it at 2,000°. Ok, that's what
they did with the 200 million gallons that were left over in Vietnam. It wasn't allowed to
be brought 1l>ack to the United States, so they burneﬁ it on a ship in the Saith Pacific called .
Valcanus, an inceneration ship. Didn't they import it. They didn't even want it back in'
“the United Staté. It was banned in 1970 in South Vietnam, but ‘the ban wasn't. put on hte
United States until i978. How long does this stuff last in your body then if it lasts on
Farth that long? We don't know, we've only been through our first gemeration. If it '
affects the DNA structure of the body, then once that blue print pf. life has been affected
it could go on for untolled gc.;nerations. That's what part of the suit :'Ls, to set up the '
proper research facilities to disccve.;: its course and how long it lasts. We don't know,
2ally, but supposedly it last forever. It's in the structure, ﬁue cell structure and once

) éhat happens, grandchildren of Vietnam veteran and great g]::andchild.re:l ad infinitum will be
having birth defects that are caused by samething that happened in 1969 in the Mekong Delta.
How about’ the Vietnamese people.themselves, what's happening with them? That's a great
question because the South Vietnamese nationals have been paid for Agent Orange birth defects
and they've been paid for defoliation and the loss of property. By United States Govermment?
Right, the United States Government, but the United States Government won't pay their own ‘
Vietnam Veterans for birth defects and problems that they themselves are suffering at this
time. And the people in the North won't admit that they were fighting in the South so they
don't have a claim. ©Ch I see. But there's a study done in Switzerland about birth defects
and cancer related incidents and relationship of stomack cancer of people who live in North
Vietnam , South Vietnam is so astronomical it's a joke, its off every graph. r1‘:1_-1er:e's so

many people there with cancer. How many suits have been filed just in the veterans favor?

s,
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(\ ell, the class action’suit has not been won, it goes on. It goes by whaj: motions, is that
what that is? Well, pméxtly, they made a motion to d:.sccver whether or not there is a -
Federal Common law that question is being taken up to the Supreme Court of the United States.
We expect to prevail, we prevail alot of times when logic says we're not supposed to, and-
every day the numbers grows, the evidence grows, more birth defects, more people with strange
kinds of cancer, more kinds of interesting medical problams that shouldn't happen to people.
Like I mentioned before, testicular cancer. You never see testicular cancer in anybody tinder
30, just loads of people with that problem. That's suppésed to be a rare type of cancer.
Well older, older, you know 27 years old, it just doesn't happen. We have won iost of the
nmotions that we have come forth with, and we have been met at every tu.mw:.thscmehard |
fighting, but we're doing great and things that we never think we need, we get in the mail
anonymously. We have gotten r:'eports, secret govemmet;t reports have ca;e to ocur la;ding '

. lawyer in New York, Victor , who is the lead lawyer in this case, from who knows

s_,“ihere. Secret Air Force reports. Can they be used in Court? We find a report, we can get
another copy of it. Well we're trying to do as much we can do, but there’s a lot of cover
up here, we think, I don't know who to point to but this is a huge national problem and its
gona take in a lot of people. We have people that are today, who had been in Vietnam 13 years
ago, wake up tamorrow morning and find ocut they have cancer. I had a guy.the first of the
year, came to see me,.worked in a bank in lansing. He was a Marine in Vietnam, he was there
in '70, early '70's, ard he felt pam in his shoulders, 31 years old. He went to see .'c.,ome
doctor. Naw, its tennis shoulder. Then he went to see a second opinion, and they took his
shoulder off. We did a tissue biopsy, that's how I know this is an Agent Orange case, there's
no question about it. We have the shoulder, and they did a tissue biopsy and we discovered
dioxin in the fat tissue. There's no question in my mind, from the outfit he was in,- the are:
he was in that he was sprayed. But it took him 13 years for it to develope. Now what else
is going to happen, how many other guys are walking around like time bambs waiting for

- - samething to happen. I mean I have people that come in today, who are having problems that

are 2 and 3 months old, and haven't been in Vi. w&afut it for 10 and 12 years.
AN Ya
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~% incredible, and what if they have a child? We have a child with 7 of everything. 7 spleens
tl;e whole thing, its incredible. The chance that they've taken. Isn't there a safe way to -
use this at all, or is it. Well, they could make it so that its useable. I don't know if it
is safe or not. Prior to Vietnam, didn't, wasn't there directions on. On What! They .
spra:;'ei it from the air. They sprayed it totally undiluted. They shipped it over in 55
gallon m. YOu were in the Amy, weren't you? Ya, I was in Vietnam. Right. That was
in 1971. They were spraying then. They told me it was No, NO, they were spraying tinl
173, everr though Tim thinks they stopped in '70. Hum. That's when the ban was put on.
They changed the colar codes theri.. They were spraying. Don't you know. YOu know how the
Army does things. Everybody lines up and measures it out, They dump it ocut of the plane,
Where do you think:you are, that's war! People are shooting at you, you gona sit there and.-
say what a minute we better not drop the dioxin on these guys, we might hit the Australians
or the 9th division. Drop it out of the plane and go hame. It's the name of .the game. Put
“ou 8 hours in and go hame. ‘_Right, you were t'here. These suits that are filed now, are
)\_’t'hae coveri{zg just the Vets or is there samething in it for their children and stuff.
Oh yes, children are definately a large part of this suit. It makes up the real thrust of
the suit. And whc:n: we réally like to d, is we would like to have the studies done that we
should have done. The VA has turned a deaf ear to this problem. In fact, just recently
they decided there was sanethmg called Vletnam syndrame, which is kind of a new classifi-
cation for dJ.sabll:Lty. I wquﬂ say that 80% of the people I see have it in one degree or |
another, but they pay disability for that. The veteran that is forced to go into a veterans
hospital for any problem ... (end of side one)
Veterans wham they can't communicate with, they may be capable doctors but they don't
speak Ehglish frankly. That's not fmmy if you have to go in there. We got samething here
fran a Dr. Elizabeth Whalen from Scottsdale. She stated that she couldn't "link 2452 to
health problems in animals or humans. She stated this to the EPA two weeks ago in efforts
0 having the ban on 2452 usuage in the United States lifted. What effects is this having

on the envirommental food stuffs that we grow in the United States. Let me say this to you,
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.+ would liket:; knowmo finahced her éuﬂies; Because I'know for 2 fact that we c;':tn't have
30,000 peoplemththesmproblanandhamsanedoctorwmmo}qmswhereshegother
money from, say ch that just kind of a ocoincidence right. How about 30, 000 people that dldn'
go to Vietnam, lets see how many deformed children they have, and how much cancer they have.
I'11 bet you that it'll be significantly different, OK. But the goverrment won't do that
se.ldy, that the study, we have a study, we're ready. We're not showing it yet, we know what
we're doing. I don't care what Elizabeth whats-her-face says. Dr. Elizabeth tnhalen: jRight.
Are you familiar with the South resolution bill 6377, its know in Congress, for the bensfit’
of Veterans exposed to Agent Orange. That bill is in Congress rightknow, mmtative
Dashill introduced the bill its got the.signature and indorsement of 136 other Congressmen.
What the bill provides for is the veteran be allowed to be paid some type of disability for
Agent Orange exposure, he does not have to prove his exposure, all he has to furnish the VA
mth is his DD2-14 and his m:.l:.tary records. From that. the Military has to.prove he wasn't
‘m,sin an area sprayed. So, there.fore, what this bill is doing is offering the veteran benefits
on a presumptlon basis. They don't have to prove it. The VA has to prove that they weren't
there and that they were not sprayed and that why this biii is very important to the veterans
right now. Especially with the budget cut_s; that are going to be enacted pretty soon against
the Veterans affairs and VA Administration, the Veteran outreach program, Bamboo raft and
the Flight of the Pheonix will all be cut out all the phsyocological help and job placement,
technical training assistance programs will all be cut out by the budge cuts that Reagan's
proposed. It cames down to 1/100 of 1% of the total Federal Budget. He sends. that 1/100
to El Salvador, it doesn't seam qui*.ce fair to the Vietnam Veterans. It's funny because
they just had fought{ Cangress for so long to get a job placement iaill that was suppose to
go intc; affect in January and what was it called Dwatt or Dbopp or something, a funny narre.

like that. And just as they got it going it's the first thing that cut, so nobody,
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- they had studies, I mean feasibility sttidié and all of that crab you know that the{r do. -
and they finally got ﬁm passed, and then they cut it out, so nobody every got anything,
w&tlmghi;tooktlmeearsandﬂleydicitonsbf studies and the feasibility and they
really need this and the Vietnam Veterans really needs this and were gona do it in all the’
. Viet centers You know, the D-bopp program or ﬁe D-Wapp program or whatever it's called.
They cut it cut nobody every got trained. They did all these fabulous studies to say “they
ﬁeed it but know they cut it out. Just a front in other words.' Well, I mean, remember
that's all fram Jimmy Carter era—and this is Ronald Reagan But Reagan has always said
you know he's a strong veteraris quy, and evergﬂiirq else as long as it doesn't-cost any
money. He supports the Vietnam veteran and he's kind of a haunt, bt he closed -all of
the Vet Centers, and there all gcna be gone by October, there won't be one left. _

Bamboo Raft and the Flight of the Phoenix we didn't get in Detroit until late '78, so.we
haven't even been effective, know we've had two and a half years of' effectiveness, people
~are juét starting to realize that they exist, the veterans havé psyctn:bog:.cal prol?l'ars, '
‘ theirwive;s go down there, and try and find out why is my husband acting like this, hedJ;.d'
ot act like this before. At least Bamboo Raft and Flight of the Pheonix are able to
help these people and give them same type of direction, know there gone. Hum. How long
do you expect the litigation to take in these suits, before the final verdict cames down?
I don't Imc_w, I wish I knew. Two or Three years I imagine it'l}l be and then we'll see an
end to it. Don't you think that the Vietnam Veteran, maybe same of them don't have that
much time left. We have, we're taking depositions all the time by video tape of guys who
are dying. The initial suit, the first case, was the one of the two Agent Orange victims
who were ever acknowledged by the VA and paid by the VA, died the night they paid him and
they of course, cancelled the che;:k. He is the lead case in this whole suit, i;:'s all on
video tape too. Ve take video tapes, oh somewhere in the Country, probably every day.

I'm doing one in Harbor Springs or Silver Springs in two weeks of a Veteran who we don't

. €Xpect to suxrvive. Two in Harper Hospital right now, who we are &ymg to arrange for

testlmony at this point so we can put it away. for their estates. Pvhich is theJ.r Children?
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Whoever. Wk have veterans dying all the time. You know, this is not a new problem. In
the late '40's and early '40's, they tested atonic banbs on .American Troops, you know. If
there ever, all of the names of all of the troops that went bo these atonic tests, and, of
course, they're all seen on Movietone News, watching the test, and all of those guys have
high rates of cancer. Most of them are dead, 30 years ago, 35 years ago. They were as
clpse as 400 yards bo an atonic blast. Our own guys, checking it cut. | ranember last
week when Ken Bowling was on the program, his daughter developed a,small pimple behind her
ear, and this week she is in the hospitaland it had grown inside of a week to a size of

a golf ball, she had it removed surgically this morning. The doctor couldn't acutally
give why this occurred. Howold is she? She's under the age of 8. Hon. You mentioned
that you werethe CommunicationsDirector of Veterans Action Ocmmittee, just what is thi$
Veterafns Action Ocrmittee? The Veterans Action Ccrmittee was set up two years ago at
Macomb College to help Veterans with Education benefits and with Agent Orange claims and
to help Veterans in the canrnunity have a place to go and have a rap session with their
own type of peers and possibly do seme good in the cxximunity. Then you were just the
attorney in the, the head go getter, hey, for the class action suit? The class action
suit is in every state, and nmy particular jurisdiction in that class is Southern Michigan ar
the Federal prison system. You working in or out of the prisons to huh. Hm are the
guys in prison taking this know? There's a high degree of Vietnam veteran who is cane,
run a foul in the long, the prisons are just loaded with guys who have been in Vietnam.
Incredible numbers. How is there medical treatment compared bo our like on the outskirts.
Well, medical treatment in prison is never the greatest, its kindof a controlled atmosphere.
It turns out a lot of guards in Federal Prison System are also Vietnam Veterans, we have
alot of them as clients too. Same of the conditions that are, they halucinate alot. But
they're the extreme cases, and there is same very serious problems among these people and
among these people and among their progeny, alot of them have families, and there just
incredible the kinds of skin conditions and cancers, kidney problems that are unheard of

in people who hadn't been to Vietnam. Right accross the board, you won't just find on”
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you'll find 1/100. We have all the information in a computer in New York and we were kind
of hoping that the Federal Government would match our people with as many people that they
have that have not been to Vietham so that there would be a definitive study and there
could be a profile made on what is the Vietnam veteran’and what is he really about and also
the birth defect thing is just overwhelming at times, | mean sometimes its overwhelming

it truly is. It's ridiculous. The rate is'incredible, its. 26 or 28 of their children.
The national average is just minut by comparison. If any of our viewers out there want to
contact you, either one of you two about more information on Agent Orange how would they
get a hold of you. Well as a matter of fact we are having an Agent Orange soninar at the
Vets Manorial and its May 16 at the Veteran Memorial building in Detroit there will be a
seninar and | am listed in the book if anybody wants to talk about it. We will be holding
open house at the Bamboo Raft and at the Flight of the Phoenix from the week of the 11th
for any Vietnam Veteran who wants to come over and discuss his problems or he can call me
at my office and come any time he wants. They can get a hold of you through Veterans
Action Committee,at Macomb College.

WELL THAT'S ABOUT OUR SHOWN FOR TODAY." I'D LIKE TO THANK YOU FOR JOINING US. Our guest

next week will include Bob Morris, he's the Health Director for Veterans Action Oanmittee

out of Macomb County Ocmmunty College.
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