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wmr Barry Castleman
snvironmental Consultant
1722 Lincen Ave.
saltimore

wmarvland 21217

pesr f.r Castlenien

It was gooG to hear from you once again.

agotiations with Shri uigvijay are going on -~ though not at the
sace we would wish., The only reason for this deley is tiat we
have peen trying to srobe ond utilise all meens and methods before
we eventually go to the court., In this connection, we had approa-
ched the concerned 3tate .iinister for Laoour, wno nau nlblally
shown a keen interest in taklng some action in the imatter. Low-
ever, nothing had n"p nened and we lost wime in se101W\ I
;oW we are seriocusly considering thet since we have exhzu
our efforis at loouylng ana advocacy, it is time to t
gation. mowever the strategy is still not finalisea,

Regarding the other cuestions that you raised in your letter, in
answers arc as followse.

% Yes, there are 2 unions connected with the pnlants How-
ever, the unions seem to take a position that thay would
nrefer to confine themselves to nuyment of proper wages
and bonus etc. rather than safety ugoecto. In any case,
our several meetings with the union leavers nsve only
evoked a luke-warm response from them.

*  (bviously what we hope to gain is orovision of meximun
safety measures to the workers, strict complience with
the provisions of law as regerds safety and health oro-
visions, theL“OY mlnlulslno the occupaticnel health
hazards end also minimis no the cnv1*onnert»l n0ll tlo
WO g IoinGweg, cry 2 oot 0 g/

* he managementi position 1e ll:e i iat of ny otn ﬂona—

cewcnt, non-committal and yet putting up a front that they

would be willing to cooperate. ilowever it woulc oe

unfair to say that things have remainea the same since L2
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you visited Snri ﬂiﬁvijﬁy lasts Cloak roows anc showers

nave been commissioned and the process, as 1 pointed out
earlier, h:ss OPItlally being changed to a wet one. At

the same time & great deal remains to be accomplished and
so far as the safeuy and health aspects in terms of routine
check up, medical records, X~ray scans etc. the whole scene
remains totally unsatisfactorye

On the otner hand is the good news that the Centre for EScucazion
and uocumentatlon, Sombey has recently releasec¢ some important
findings on zsbestosis. The name of the feport is: "Acbestos:
the dust that kills." If you wish to communicate with them,
their acadress is as follows:

Centre for Education and Documentation
2, Suleman Chambers

4, battery Ste

Behind Regal Cinema

Bombay 400 039

I hear that one worker from Hindustan rerooo, Mr 5. Rajagopal has
already f¥led a claim for compensation because he has contrascted
asbestosis while working with Hindustan Ferodo for the past 23

yearse 1 have alreaoy corresponded/this Centre and I am walting [with
for another report which was put out by Central Labour Institute -
gompay on Shri wigvijaye as of today the Central Labour Institute

is not meking this document oublic. Once I haye this report {and

even if I don't get it after a reasonable time} I hope things will
move one way or the other and I shall definitely keep you posted.

L shoulc love to get a copy of your 200k whenever it cces come out,
and I will be doutly honoured if it will be inscribed Ly you. Some-
times I am struck by the fact that ordinary events can make friends
of complete strangers and that too half way around the world

With good wishes

Sincerely
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Ranl “Advani ’
Legal Research Coorcinctor.



