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)
Severer, g re e t care should, be tak en  to  exclude the tuberculous in  s e l e c t ­
ing persons to  rece iv e  aluminum th e ra p y , (k) i t  is  co t b e liev ed "th a t~ a  ~ 
s c ie n t i f ic a l ly  c o n tro lle d  experim ent in  in d u s try  is  fe a s ib le  fo r  the 
evaluation  o f aluminum fo r  the  prophylax is o f  s i l i c o s i s .  Ih is  follows 
frea  the  u n co n tro lla b le  v a r ia b le s  in h eren t in  th e  in d u s tr ia l  s i tu a t io n  ar 
other fa c to rs  which have been d is c u s se d . For these  reasons, i t  appears 
improbable th a t  any re sea rch  agency vould co n sid e r i t  ad v isab le  to  under­
take such a  p ro je c t except under s p e c ia l  cond itions a lread y  d iscu ssed , an 
■which nay n o t be a t ta in a b le .  (5) The M cIntyre Besearch Foundation, as 
p resen tly  o rg an ised , i s  not equipped t o  so lve  the aluminum prophylaxis 
problem in  r e la t io n  to  s i l i c o s i s .  The s tep s  considered necessary  to  acco 
p lish  th is  o b je c tiv e  a re  o u tlin e d . (6) Besearch should be continued v itl 
labo ra to ry  anim als • v i th  the  -object of f in d in g  a  core adequate b a s is  fe r  
ap p lica tio n  to  nan . Such study is  now included  in  the program o f the 
Saranac L aborato ry  o f  th e  Trudeau F oundation . — A uthors' Summary

866 E ffects o f  E l e c t r i c i t y  on the Hunan Body. V .3 . Eouvenhoven.
Ind . .Med. 18, 2o9 { Ju ly , 1949J. .................... ......... ..........................

The au th o r d iscu sses  b r ie f ly  th e  various e f fe c ts  o f  e l e c t r i c i t y  cn 
the  body, in c lud ing  v a r ia tio n s  w ith  the  amount o f c u r re n t . The cu rren t 
values o f  in te r e s t  a r e :  ( l )  th re sh o ld  o f f e e l in g ,  about 1 m illiam psre;
(2) le t-g o  c u r re n t ,  above which i t  is  d i f f i c u l t  to  l e t  go o f a  v in e , 
about 9 m illiam peres fo r  men, 6 fo r  women? (3 ) cu rren t producing v e n tr i ­
c u la r f i b r i l l a t i o n ,  0 .1  ampere; (U) c u rren t producing a  b lock  in  the  n e r­
vous system, one ampere o r more; and (5) the  counter shook c u r re n t . The 
l a s t  th ree  r e s u l t  in  d ea th  i f  prolonged; otherw ise a r t i f i c i a l  r e s p ira t io n  
may save th e  v ic tim . These e f f e c t s  r e f e r  to  a l te rn a t in g  current--of com­
m ercial frequency . D ire c t cu rre n t is  much le s s  harm ful. The only e f fe c t  - 
o f h igh-frequency c u rre n ts  is  h e a t in g .
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868 Changes in  th e  Lungs Produced by ffa tu ra l G rap h ite . H .S. Harding and
G .3. O liv e r. B r i t .  J .  In d . Med. o , 91-99 (A p ril, 19kp). .

A b r i e f  d e s c r ip t io n  is  given o f th e  in d u s t r ia l  uses o f  n a tu ra l  g raph iti 
which is  & c r y s t a l l i s e  carbon mixed v i th  up to  10$ o f f re e  s i l i c a  •*>r>d w ith 
o ther m in e ra ls . The g re a te s t  d u s t r i s k  occurs in  th e  g rind ing  o f n a tu ra l 
g rap h ite , f o r  which evidence is  p resen ted  to  show th a t  th is  can lead  to


