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The follewing facts havo ‘buen c%trnc.od by Profosaor Prcnton. T R 8., o S vﬂi é@ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ@

Inhalation of asbestes dust can couse lung cancer and othor
disorders of the lungs and stomnch, Recognimed crses of cevere
anbostonis are snid by medicul mon to bo confinod to workoers
with ashostos; on tho othur hand, the delay betwean inhalation
a1d tho dovelopmant of aymptoms is usually leng (of the order
of 20 yonrs) ond tho connection could bu overdooked in casos
whoro attontion ia not specifically drawn to it.

Onco osbostos dist is dnhaled 4nto the lungs, the body has no way
of romoving 4t. Iven a briof oxposure is known to havo caused
coneer,

Asbeatos duuc in dung tissue m«y bo oither (i) coatod with o
fibrous shoath, forming the so-callod nabestos body (44) loft
uncoated, 1t 45 not known whother tho £ibrous sheath is protective
or whathor tho fibrous bodios thomsolves cause tho ailmontal

or indeud vhethor somd othor contaminunt to acbostos (o.g. oil)

46 the culprit.
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Asvontos dust ranges in slze from particles visivlas only in the
oleotron microscopo to thioso visible 4in the light microscops.
Tho avidenco 4s that all particlos cause nsbostos bodies, °

So cnlled “safc limits" are being reviced, for it is now gonornlly
nccopted by informed authorities that thore 3s no "safo limit!!
/"8ince casos of nsbostozis and nooplasia asgsociated with nsbeasoc
have been reoorded following tho minimal sxposure of community
environmont"....(Dr, Schall of tho U.8, ococupational hoalth
prozrnmno.) : o

It scens thatroﬁ ce abbdatés dust has contaminated a room the
‘room cennot be made safe apgoine .whe relovant cbservations are made
“by D, Holt, (Undvorsity of Reading). using guinea pigs (these are.

asbostos dust, cleaned | thoroughly and ropaintod still ‘acquired . B ~-‘ ,~34‘ .
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"Tha ourrent lasue of tha medienl journal "Tho Lanqct" Y
roporta the death of & man of 48 from:the colnaident ‘J,JM
dovolopment of astastosia and an asscelated: form of !
cancor, liia only cikposuro’'to nshostoes ‘dust had occurrcd*f
thirty yonrs ago when ho worlied for, nix monthe os @ -~ n-
grindor in an uobestos fnslawy,! .h¢~ Lo T
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"Foors cxprossed by dockers handling asboatos have boon :
‘allayed by an sasuranco that malignuncy cannot result .
unless cxpesure has boon heavy onough to cause asbastozis, S
Thins 43 a dangorous assumption, no léngor eupportod by
informed medical opinion,

"It 48 all too obvioua that tho unoentrolled tipping

of asbastos wasta, like that which took plase ‘4n Buxworth, o
in Derbyshire, prosents a sorious hazard which neods to be TR
supprossed by all possivlo menns including propor
logiaslation, There is no lenger any question of “aafo"
exposure to nsbestos, but thore is an urgent nood of new
rigorously controllod methoda of hnndling and pnckﬂainv."

It ooome likely that there 4s ,1roady a danger on the ronds from
duac producod by the wearving or asbootos brake linings,.

Thore are soveral common Wayas of using asbestos in modorn dbuildings
and tho Univarsity of lacds hns dacideds

(a) Thot ths use of untreatod asbeotos and crocidolite in any
form b” banned in all now Univoraity buildings. (e.g. 4n
tho form of aprayed ssbestes cuilings or inaulution to
heating pipes.)

(v) That osbostos cemont should not be used for air inlet
© leuvres, (whare dust abrosion vould release fibres which
' would thon be dravm into the building) nor for panels
+14able to bo abraded. or rubbed, or frequently removed
o , tor maintenance purpoaoa. By k‘"

(c) That where no' suitnblo uubstituto could 1] found. nnd
..agbostos comont panals muat be used, then tho following,
.procautionn,must ba obnorvcds..\;ﬁ'i‘ur'. ) o ot
. st " , o

) cutlto o

(1), . That' 511 asbostos comont pariels tsed-
' ““size, drilled and sonled’ on.both sides’and plli- -
e odgeo botoro oing 1ntroducod 1n thc building.“
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. Discusaions at Loods havo aroused a good denl of controvorsy and .

tha moasures sot out on the provious pago soom olaborate in rolation to the
ctsual way in which ravw esbestoo ia uced in somo dopartmonts. Dut it doos
soenm thas our prosont pructicus are dangarous, and & review of the whole
situation throughout ‘the Univursity is taking place.. Tho purpose of this
noto is to sot out such facta am wo have boen able to 0ollwst in enno thay
are of intorest to-others, .. e
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