Octover 13, 1945~

Dr. G. H+ Gehirmann, o
E. I. du Pont- Comp&ny, o
du Font Bu;ld*ng, '
Wilmington 93, Delaware.

Teay Hehrmann

I finé that I Leglected to prepare a memorandum on the results
of my last vi it to Baton Fouge. Inasmuch as I shall be golng.
there soon 1 shall not bother to prepare such a memcrandum &t
this lste date. However, I do want to call your ettention to
several maiters whlch are of some consequence. I find also
that in my hurry to geu these disposed of I neglected to bring
tnem to your atlention through’ co“ies of my letters to Dr.
Fankin." i enclose coples of these letters &t this time to make
up for ny nebant. A few additlional comments may be useful to
you. :

Some nine or ten months age, you will remember, we had & series
of cases of auute tetraethyl lead polisoning &s a result of the
exposure of & group of workmen engsged in aigging & deep irench
th;ough an arec contaminated with tetraethyl lead by reason of
lzakage of the letter from the main dralnage line into the
ufrounding seoll. Several of these men were hospltalized at the
time, and all but one were able to be discharged from the
heospital without undue delay. Two of these men, Whitfleld and
Taylor,still maintain that they are unable to work. These men
continue on compensation. I exemined them both shortly before I
vent abroad in May and I concluded at that time that they were
vwell enough to return te work. Both had relatively high lead
concentrations in the urine, however, and it was- obvlously
inadvisavle to return them to work Iinvolving apy lead exposure
until they had reachied the level which we have established as
compatible with safety in that regard. During my absence and
until I had a chance to return to Bston Fouge Dr. Fankin maine
tained. tiiem in status gquo, and they consistently found thenmselves
unahle to return to work. Therefore, at the time of my last visit
I asked ' Dr. Rankin to get together all the necessary clinical
ﬁnformation, to re‘examine them, and to obtain additioral samples
for analysis. This has now been done, and as you will note in
my last letter 1 have advised that fvom my point of view their
status &8 compensation cases should be terminated. I am not
sure but I believe that under the terms of the agreement between
Ethyl &and du Pont, these would cont;nue to be du Pont compensa-
tion c¢ases. That 1s & matter of very litile importance to me,
since 1 would have brought the cases to your attention anyhow.
However, if that i1s true,you maey well have some advice Lo offer
in connection with thelr disposition.
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The situation of m is somevhat different in
that this man had an acute mental state vwhich ve Interpreted as
being the result of tetraethyl lead intoxication primerily.
This man, a2 negro, has been in the General zospital in Baton
Rouge and continues there at the present time in the care of
Dr. Noto. He has a oeiinite psychotic gt&te, although at
the present time he 1s gregbly ;mprovad over his mrig*nal con-
dition. Whereas he WELS v¢c*ent and noisy, he 1s now reasonably
well behaved and tractel le. er, he does not want to leave
the hOSpiual and in his presen ate of mind will simple not
be moved. His clinical picture is complicated by & strongly -
nogitive hassevman reaction, and now that his lead excretion is
well within normal l_mi“~there is ' ne reascn vy he sho‘ld nct
have <éenu3te ant*luet*c therapy. Feeling that ve vere in &
somevhat delicate siiuation, and moreover recognizing that we
had not nac entirely adequste medical advice, I met with his
doctor a&nd Dirr. kankin &% the tlme of my viS‘a &nd 1cV¢um£ndeﬂ
that we obtain the consultation servicegs of & neurc-psychiatrist.
Lhere being no such compelent man ;n Daton Rouge, cne of the men
from New Orleans was selccted. He hnag made = full exsmination
and has submiiied his report i am not sure that Dr. ankin has

provided you with & copy of this report, but if not, I will see
that he does. I hwe aie not, Lt was pirovavly the result of

both: hils and my stiate of cenfusion over the rather sudden change
in our mediczl responsibilitles at Baton Rouge As you will noue
in my Jletier T felt we had no chelce bubt to follow thie consultantts
recomendations . Lhey scem te bLe wﬂse, aud under the clrcoum-
stances we would be in a very awkward poslition we did not
follow them. ‘It seems best to wait and ses subsequent develop-
ments &s & basis for cur cwn further action. I am sure that both
DPr. Tenkin apnd I would zppreclate any advice or as tancc vhich
you may wvish to give. -
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With kincdest persoconsl regards,

Cincerely yours,

robert K. Lehoe, M. L.
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